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AN INTRODUCTION 



This is an historical record. It represents the complete file of a publication known as The Volunteer for Liberty — official 
organ of the English-speaking battalions of the International Brigades which fought for the Republic during Spain’s Second 
War of Independence, 1936-1939- 

The XVth International Brigade was composed of American, British and Irish, Canadian, Cuban and Puerto Rican 
volunteers, and the units which made it up were known, respectively, as the Lincoln, British, Mackenzie-Papineau and 
24th Battalions. 



The Volunteer for Liberty was written for and by these 
men. Its first issue was published in Madrid on May 24, 
1937, and its sixty-third and last in Barcelona on November 
7, 1938. The purposes of the publication were manifold. 
It was at one and the same time a weekly (and later, a 
sporadic) newspaper which carried editorials, foreign and 
domestic news, interviews, photographs, maps and cartoons, 
jokes and war correspondence— and it was also an instru- 
ment of propaganda and morale for the men for whom 
and by whom it was written. 

Ralph Bates, the British novelist, was its first editor. 
Edwin Rolfe, the American poet, was its second. John Tisa, 
an American worker, was its last. All three had frontline 
experience with the Brigade in addition to their literary 
and journalistic background. Having been close to the men 
in the ranks they knew what these men wanted in a news- 
paper; being close to the Spanish people in the “rear”, 
their editorial talents were enriched by contact with the 
people their comrades had come to defend. 

In its efforts to meet deadlines, the paper encountered 
almost insuperable difficulties. It was first published on a 
coated stock, but by September of 1937 it had to print on 
any kind of paper that could be found. Its press runs were 
delayed by incessant interruptions of power— Madrid and 
Barcelona were regularly shelled and bombed throughout 
the war. Its photographers in the lines found it almost im- 
possible to get film, and when film was available the chem- 
icals used for developing and engraving were frequently 
unobtainable. Contact with the Brigade was difficult to 
maintain ; mails were delayed for weeks, couriers never 
reached the rear, frontline correspondents who were at the 
same time soldiers in the line were killed. 

The reader will discover the close and immediate connec- 
tion between the paper and the frontline as he reads. The 
Volunteer tried to meet a weekly deadline and throughout 
the year 1937 it was successful. By January of 1938, how- 
ever, when it began to publish in Barcelona— where the 
government of the Republic had been transferred by the 
exigencies of combat- it rarely met a weekly deadline and 
rarely published in its accustomed size— eight pages. 

That was the winter when the preponderance of German 
and Italian material began to make itself felt at the front. 
The month of March was to see the break-through, and dur- 
ing that period The Volunteer frequently appeared merely 



as a broadside leaflet, carrying communiques from the 
fronts and exhortation by government and military official- 
dom. Reflecting the decimation of the international volun- 
teers and their replacement by Spanish cadres, the paper 
began for the first time to appear partly in Spanish and 
partly in English. When the fronts were stabilized to a 
relative degree in the summer of 1938, a more regular 
edition again appeared. 

The last issue was printed to commemorate the with- 
drawal of the Internationals from Spain in November of 
1938. Dr. Juan Negrin had appeared before the League of 
Nations and announced that his government was withdraw- 
ing all foreigners from its ranks. This move exposed to 
the world the hypocrisy of the contention that there were 
“foreigners on both sides” in what is still erroneously 
called the Spanish “civil” war. For the Internationals, who 
were truly volunteers, never numbered more than twenty- 
five thousand men (and no more than six thousand ever 
saw action at one time), while the fascist "volunteers” 
arrived from Italy in entire divisions and army corps. In 
addition most of Franco’s high ranking staff officers, pilots, 
tankists, artillerymen and communications specialists were 
German. 

The nature of the struggle which took place in Spain— 
and which was one of the turning points of modern history 
—is brilliantly reflected in these pages. If the reader is 
impressed by names, he will find them here. He will find 
poems by Rafael Alberti, Langston Hughes, Antonio 
Machado, Edwin Rolfe, —and by anonymous soldiers in 
the ranks of the American, British and Canadian battalions. 

He will find reportage, signed articles, interviews and 
statements by Leland Stowe, Dorothy Parker, Vincent 
Sheean, Alexei Tolstoi, Heinrich Mann, J. B. S. Haldane, 
Ernst Toller, Andre Marty, Golubiev, the Soviet military 
commentator, and Hannen Swaffer, the British journalist. 
Analyses of the military situation were written for The 
Volunteer by Luigi Gallo, who is known to history as 
Luigi Longo; and by Negrin, Manuel Azana, Luis 
Companys, Dolores Ibarruri (La Pasionaria), and by the 
people’s commanders, Lister, Modesto and Pedro Merino. 

But with all deference to these front-page names, it was 
the anonymous volunteer who wrote the history of the 




XVth and the other International Brigades, and who wrote 
the majority of these pages. He wrote them at night bv 
the light of a carefully shielded candle; he wrote them 
during rest periods between action ; he wrote them in the 
hospital and on leave and he wrote them in the lines them- 
selves whenever the fire was not too hot. He was the first 
"combat correspondent” of the anti-fascist war. 

Here are the colors and the sounds of battle action, the 
stench and the pain. Here are the psychological reactions 
and insights .of many men, each an individual in his own 
right and each a dedicated man in the sense that he be- 
longed to an organization unique in human history. No one 
paid the men of fifty-seven nations to come to Spain to 
fight for the Republic. Most left their countries "illegally” 
—many escaped from concentration camps or left nations 
in which they were voluntary exiles from fascism. All came 
to Spain because they felt that the cause of Spain wa' "the 
cause of all progressive mankind.” 

Therefore it was no accident that in the partisan move- 
ment which later sprang up throughout Nazi-occupied 
Europe, the leadership was frequently in the hands of men 
who had fought in the International Brigades. The liberator 
of Warsaw was a Pole named Swierczewski who was known 
in Spain as General Walter and who commanded the 35th 
Division of the Spanish Republican Army, to which the 
XVth belonged. France knows and honors Colonel Rol 
Tanguy who liberated Paris; Sabi Dimitroff was the partisan 
hero of Bulgaria; Dr. Norman Bethune, the Canadian 
originator of the blood bank system, who served in Spain, 
died in China with the 8th Route Army; and the names of 
Hodza, Vidalis, Dispy, Larsen, Hansen, Branson and 
Rodimtsev are household words in Albania, Greece, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, Norway, Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union. 

It is a matter of pride to the American veterans of the 
XVth Brigade that one of our country’s outstanding heroes 
of World War II was Herman Bottcher. Promoted from 
sergeant to captain in the field, holder of the Distinguished 
Service Cross and Oak-Leaf Cluster, and many other decora- 
tions, Bottcher will be remembered by the American people 
as the one-man Army of Buna and Leyte. 

Of the three thousand Americans who served with the 
Lincoln Battalion in Spain, some twelve hundred survived 
that first battle against international fascism. They had 
hoped, by enlisting in that war, to help stop the spreading 
plague of Nazism. They believed that if Spain fell. World 
War II would be inevitable. They take no comfort 
from the fact that they were right. They would vastly pre- 
fer to have been wrong; for if they had been wrong the 
world and its people would hive been spared that second 
holocaust and the torture, mutilation and death of millions 
of its best sons and daughters. 

When that war became inevitable, six hundred American 
veterans of the war in Spain were enrolled in the American 
Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force. Three hundred more 
served in the fighting merchant marine. Their losses were 
considerable and their honors many, but they achieved 
neither by the simple process of induction. For to the 
shame of American "non-intervention” in the war in Spain 
—which had guaranteed the death of the Republic— our 
government now added the additional stigma of discrimina- 



tion against the men who had hoped to spare America 
from war by fighting for that Republic. 

Man after man, upon induction, found himself labeled 
a "premature anti-fascist” and secret orders held all Lincoln 
veterans within the continental limits of our country for 
over a year. Many vets were recommended for Officers 
Candidate School but were never permitted to complete 
their courses. Others graduated with high honors, only to 
be sent back to counting nurses’ uniforms in station hospi- 
tals, checking requisitions for QM outfits, or to other 
equally meaningless job'. 

The promotions— and the medals— came later. But some 
future American administration will have to redress the 
lasting wrong that was done to Milton Wolff, last com- 
mander of the Lincolns, who was sent to a camp comprised 
of German and Italian nationals and literally had to fight 
his way out— eventually to be picked up by General Dono- 
van of the O.S.S. and sent to Italy to join his former com- 
rades Irv Goff, Vince Lossowski, Mike Jiminez and Irv 
Fajans, who were working with the Italian partisan move- 
ment. 

Some future American Administration will have to do 
more than grant Joe Hecht a posthumous Silver Star for 
heroism in Germany. For Hecht spent eighteen months in 
the United States filing cards, scrubbing hospital floors and 
polishing brass before his loyalty to his country could be 
demonstrated by a single-handed attack on a Nazi machine- 
gun emplacement in an effort to save the men of the 
platoon he commanded. 

Our people honored Bob Thompson with the Distin- 
guished Service Cross for his work in the South Pacific. 
But as this introduction is being written, he and his com- 
rade John Gates are suffering prosecution for "advocating 
and teaching the overthrow of the government by force 
and violence.” In their own good time, our people will 
make amends for this. 

Our people, too, will make such amends as they can for 
the discrimination visited upon Julius Hene, who died in 
Germany, Sid Kurtz, who was killed over India, Ernest 
Koslowski, who died on Leyte with Bottcher, Bill Allender, 
Jerry Weinberg, Ben Gardner, Sidney Rosenblatt, Larry 
Lustgarten, Andrew Miltiades, Dave Altman, John Dele- 
hanty, Joe Gord >n and the many, many others who perished 
on land, in the sea or were shot out of the air defending 
their government "by force and violence.” 

For the one thing all these men cherished in their hearts 
was an undying hatred of fascism in whatever form it 
manifested itself— in Spain, or in our own America. As long 
as they lived they fought to make good the pledge they 
gave when they left Spain— never to abandon the Spanish 
people to their butchers; never to forget the struggle that 
continues to this day on the Iberian peninsula. 

Five hundred thousand of the people of Spain itself 
escaped over the Pyrenees when the German and Italian 
artillery and planes blasted a way into Barcelona in January, 
1939. Of this half-million human souls— men, women and 
small children— no more than a hundred and eighty thou- 
sand live today— in France, in Mexico and other South 
American countries. And if the American Army’s treatment 




of our American veterans of the war in Spain was shameful, 
the treatment of the half-million patriots who escaped from 
northern Spain ten years ago represents an act of infamy 
that can never be erased from the conscience of the world. 

For these people, whose three year fight within a block- 
aded country had aroused the admiration of the world, were 
permitted to die like flies. They died of their wounds, of 
dysentery, malnutrition, exposure and influenza in the 
French concentration camps of Gurs, Le Vernet, Barcares, 
Prats de Mollo and Argeles-sur-Mer. 

They died as slaves on the Nazi trans-Saharan railroad, 
and in the labor camps and Dachaus of the Third Reich. 
They died in the F.F.I., fighting for the French Republic 
which had betrayed them and their Republic when there 
was still a chance to win. 

They have died since then of tuberculosis, overwork and 
semi-starvation in liberated France, in Mexico and North 
Africa. Many, like Luis Companys, former President of 
Catalonia, and Jose Gomez Gayoso, have been executed by 
Franco. Others like Santiago Alvarez have been imprisoned 
for their work in the Spanish Resistance, which has grown 
every day since 1939 and will eventually accomplish the 
overthrow of the last surviving Axis partner. 

Much of their suffering as combatants and non-com- 
batants from 1936 through 1938 will be found reflected in 
the five hundred and forty pages which follow this intro- 
duction. Much of their pride and simple dignity and 
courage will be found reflected too, and their understanding 
of the role that was played in Spain, by the International 
Brigades. During the last parade the Brigades held— in 
Barcelona on October 29, 1938— the people broke through 
the police lines, weeping without shame, strewing flowers 
in the path of the departing volunteers, hugging and 
kissing them as they marched. 

What these people felt that day was perhaps best articu- 
lated by the great woman whose name is an international 
symbol of the fighting heart of Spain, La Pasionaria: 

"Mothers! Women! When the years pass by and the 
wounds of the war are being stanched; when the cloudy 
memory of the sorrowful, bloody days returns in a present 
of freedom, peace and well-being; when the feelings of 
rancor are dying away and when pride in a free country is 
felt equally by all Spaniards, then speak to your children. 
Tell them of these men of the International Brigades. 

"Tell them how, coming over seas and mountains, cross- 
ing frontiers bristling with bayonets . . . these men reached 
our country as crusaders for freedom, to fight and die for 
Spain’s liberty and independence. . . . They gave up every- 
thing: their loves, their countries, home and fortune; 
fathers, mothers, wives, brothers, sisters and children and 
they came and told us: 'We are here. Your cause, Spain’s 
cause, is ours— it is the cause of all advanced and progres- 
sive mankind’.’’ 



These people— the Spanish people— those who survive 
today in exile or within the confines of the vast concentra- 
tion camp which is still Spain, understand better than any 
other peoples the nature of fascism. And they also under- 
stand better than any other peoples the great secret weapon 
Hitlerism brought to such perfect flower: the weapon of 
anti-communism. For it was anti-communism that destroyed 
their Republic. It was anti-communism in the name of 
Christianity that slaughtered a million and a half Spaniards 
from 1936-1939. And it was anti-communism that made it 
possible for the Axis to conquer most of Europe before a 
shot had been fired in World War II. They know, too, 
that today, behind the facade of anti-communism, World 
War III is being prepared. 

But since they know these things so well, they also know 
that the enemy they fought in Spain— the enemy that still 
survives the Axis— is not nearly so worried about com- 
munism as it is worried about the extension of democracy. 
For it was not communism that was destroyed in Spain, 
any more than it was destroyed in Germany or Italy or 
Japan when fascism took power. It was democracy— the 
simple aspirations of the people for security, for decency, 
for peace. It is these aspirations, articulated ever more 
sharply and fought for ever more desperately, which the 
enemy today is attempting to suppress in Greece, in Pales- 
tine and Indonesia, in Indo-China, in the Marshall Plan 
countries and in great China as well as in America itself. 

And the Spanish people know that the enemy cannot win. 
The partisans in the Greek mountains grow stronger de- 
spite reports of their imminent liquidation. Despite Ameri- 
can aid to the reactionaries of Britain and France, Holland, 
Belgium and Italy, the people are restless and dissatisfied. 
Despite the support the Arabs have received from British 
intervention and American connivance, the Jews of Pales- 
tine will win their independence. The "dead” Republic of 
Indonesia is a very active corpse, indeed. And the Chinese 
"bandits” are about to liberate four hundred million peop'e 
from the tender ministrations of foreign capital and do- 
mestic quislings. 

And so it is in Spain, in spite of all the money that is 
being poured into the Peninsula to prop the tottering fascist 
Franco. It is simply a matter of time before the people of 
Spain reclaim their Republic and reconstitute it on a firmer 
basis than it enjoyed from 1931 to 1939. 

When that time comes, the prophecy which was made in 
a slogan and displayed on many banners in Madrid during 
the war will have come true. For the war which began in 
Spain will have ended in Spain, and the slogan MADRID 
WILL BE THE TOMB OF FASCISM, will have been 
realized. 



January 17, 1949 
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THE HISTORY OF THE GOVERNMENT CRISIS 



Spain Behind The Popular Front 

GOVERNMENT'S NEW PROGRAMME OF ACTION 



On Saturday, May 15, the Span- 
ish Government resigned. At once 
party and trade unions leaders 
began their consultations with 
President Azaiia. All organiza- 
tions demanded a Popular Front 
Government, but the following def- 
inite demands were made. 

The Socialist Party asked for 
a complete change in policy on 
the part of the ministry of Go- 
bsmacion (Public Order,- etc.). 

The Basque Nationalist Party 
proposed that a Socialist, able to 
inspire confidence abroad, should 
be Prime Minister and that the 
control of land, air, and marine 
forces shculd be vested in one mi- 
nister of war. This party also 
siated that Largo Caballero had 




lost the confidence of the Popular 
Front Parties. 

The left Republican Party also 
demanded a centralized war min- 
istry. 

The C. N. T. declared that the 
Government should be primarily 



EDITOR 

In presenting this first number 
of the Volunteer of Liberty In En- 
glish, the editor wishes to explain 
the policy that will be followed. 
Conversations with comrades in 
the front line has shown that 
there is a demand for the follow- 
ing; Background articles, explain- 
ing the history and sep-up of the 
Spanish progressive movements, to 
serve as a basis for discussion; 
serious news articles describing 
the Spanish situation with grea- 
ter detail than the daily bulletin 
can give; and Home news. This 
latter is very difficult to obtain 
but real attempts are being made 
to get an English and American 
news service. 

In addition, some have asked 



based on the trade unions (syn- 
dicates) and should be headed by 
Largo Caballero; it should have 
the assistance of the anti-fascist 
block. 

The Catalan Left Party wished 
the new government to be in clo- 
ser contact with the Cortes (the 
Congress or Parliament). 

As a result of this conversa- 
tion, at 2:15 P. M. comrade Lar- 
go Caballero was entrusted with 
the task of forming the govern- 
ment. 

During the afternoon the C. N. 
T. issued a statement which de- 
clared: 

1. It declined responsibility for 
the present crisis. 



’ S NOTE 

for humor (which can hardly be 
expected of a political commissar, 
until he has recovered from his 
work), for working class and re- 
volutionary songs, and here and 
there for revolutionary short sto- 
ries. A few comrades have sug- 
gested that articles on military 
technique should be published from 
time to time. 

At the same time It is far more 
important that comrades should 
join in the production of their 
own magazine, both by writing 
and by suggestion, than that an 
editor should simply provide what 
he thinks best. Comrades please 
note. And out of their kindness, 
remember that the editor also 
hates the word Mafiana. 



2. It would not enter any gov- 
ernment in which Largo Caba- 
llero was not both Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of War. 

3. The new government must 
be based on the syndicates 
(unions) with collaboration of the 
political parties. 

(N. B.— Anarco-syndicalist theo- 
ry declares that the working class 
has no need of a political party. 
Until Februery 1936, the C. N. T. 
has not voted at elections. ) 

The Executive Committee of the 
U. G. T. also announced that it 
would not enter any government 
in which Largo Caballero was not 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
War. Then the leaders of the C- 



N. T. and the U. G. T. were in 
agreement about the posts Largo 
Caballero should occupy. 

Toward evening of Saturday 
the Communist Party put an eight 
point document before comrade 
Largo Caballero. The following 
are the most important items. 

1. Democratic direction of the 
country, in military, economic, 
and political matters, with col- 
lective discussion and decision by 
the cabinet. 

2. The Supreme War Council 
must function normally and is to 
occupy itself with every milita- 
ry enterprise, jointly with the 
Minister of War. Appointments to 
co nmaml, condition and arma- 
ment of the troops, conduct of 
operations, etc., were to be the 
field of this council. 

3. Immediate re - organisation 
of the General Staff and appoint- 




Inrialecio Prieto new Srcrctarj- of War. 



metit of a Commander in- Chief, 
responsible to the Supreme War 
Council, and the Ministry of War, 
but with authority to plan and 
direct the whole of the Military , 

(Continued on page 6) 
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MADRID UNDER 



The shelling: of Madrid is one 
of the most wanton acts in the 
history of a war waged with pi- 
tiless ferocity by the fascist inva- 
ders. 

There is no military objective in 
the shelling, but the fire of the 
fascists is directed upon the bu- 
siest parts of Madrid (around the 
Grand Via and Puerta del Sol) 
where it is likely to cause the 
greatest destruction to its beauti- 
ful buildings and the highest ca- 
sualty roll among its civilian po- 
pulation. 

The fascist’s realizing that their 
march on Madrid is proceeding 
backwards, seek to destroy the 
city and terrorize the population. 
Such a hope will never be reali- 
zed. There is less panic in Madrid 
today than at any period of the 
war. 

On the contrary the intense ha- 
tred of the people of Madrid to- 
wards Fascism is hardening as 
they see their women folk and 
children killed and maimed in the 
streets, and the city created by 
their own labors and of which 
they are righty proud, being des- 
troyed by these modern vandals. 

Everywhere one meets with the 
indignation of the people against 
this futile destruction, but never 
with fear. One cannot help being 
amazed at the courage shown by 
these citizens and above all by the 
women. 

This is clearly shown by the re- 
luctance of the population to eva- 
cuate the capital despite the ef- 
forts of the Government to induce 
them. 




GOVERNMENTS POLICY OF 
EVACUATION 

Government officials go from 
house to house In an attempt to 
convince people that it is neces- 
sary for them to leave the city in 



order to shield the women and 
children from the worst horrors of 
the war and to alleviate the diffi- 
culties confronting the Govern- 
ment in feeding such a large po- 
pulation. 

Prior to the outbreak of war the 
population of Madrid was estimat- 
ed at 1.000.000 but within a few 
short months had been increased 
by 500.000 refugees. 

Today there is approximately 
900.000 left. Some 600 000 people 
have been evacuated, mostly the 
refugees from the neighbouring 
villages and of this total 200.000 
were children and the remainder 
women and old men. Two hun- 
dred thousand more are to be eva- 
cuated soon. The government 
which is financing this evacuation 
is making particular provision for 
the care of all invalids, school 
children and orphans. 



FIRE 

At the same time within the ci- 
ty itself, the government has re- 
moved a great many families 
from the districts which have suf- 
fered most from the bombard- 
ment, mainly into the districts 



and houses once occupied by the 
well-to-do. 

Madrid stands firm against the 
fascist terror. The life of the city 
goes on scarcely ' interrupted by 
the frantic shelling of the fas- 
cists and the fighting close at 
hand. Cafes, theatres and cinemas 
are packed. The streets are throng- 
ad with people except during the 
periods of shelling which are a 
deadly reminder of the danger 
close at hand. 

NEW GOVT’S DECISION 

The new Government clearly 
realises this danger. Immediate- 
ly it announced that the process 
of evacuation will be considered 
as one cf its foremost tasks and 
that it will take immediate steps 
to convince the population "and 
speed up this necessary work. 

Meanwhile the population pre- 



Our Aviation Effective 

VALENCIA.— The Ministry of 
Navy and War publishes the fol- 
lowing: information concerning: the 
activities of the Republican Avia- 
tion during the month of April. 
The Republican Aviation made 
two bombing: flights over enemy 
aviation fields, 168 flights over 
troop concentrations and camps 
and 44 over military objectives. 

The fascists made during: the 
same month 87 flights over our 
positions and 70 over open cities 
and towns. These last flights and 
bombings had no military value 
whatever. 

Our fliers brought down 20 fas- 
cists and we lost 4 machines. 

Alvarez del Vayo goes 
to the League of Nations 

Alvarez del Vayo, Minister for 
the Interior in the outgoing Lar- 
go Caballero cabinet, is slated to 
go to Geneva as a special repre- 
sentative of the Spanish Republi- 
can Government at the League of 
Nations. 

Alvarez del Vayo filled his po- 
sition in the Caballero Cabinet 
with energy and intelligence. His 
appointment to Geneva Is another 
proof that the Popular Front Go- 
vernment is choosing its very best 
leaders for the most responsible 
positions towards a speedy winn- 
ing of the war. 

Senator Nye asks probe 

WASHINGTON. — Senator Nye 
asked the Senate of the U. S. A. 
that in addition to an investiga- 
tion about the activities of Fran- 
co’s agents which are purchasing 
war materials in the Unites Sta- 
tes in defiance of the neutrality 
pact, another investigation be ma- 
de of the widespread spy-net es- 
tablished by the fascists in the 
U. S. A. for the purpose of send- 
ing to Franco’s government in- 
formation concerning the move- 
ments of American and Mexican 
merchant ships. 



serves it’s stoic countenance. The 
citizens of Madrid remain proud 
in face of the vicious bombard- 
ment And with good reason; a 
few short months ago vary few of 
them understood the art of war; 
only a few had ever seen a rifle 
let alone handle cne: Today they 
have knowledge gained by bitter 
experience, and they held back 
and defeated the trained divisions 
of the fascist invaders. 
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AMERICAN NEWS 

NEW YORK. — The Transport 
Workers Union, by a majority vo- 
te, has decided to cut off from the 
A. F. of L. and join the C. L O. 
Needless to say, the bosses have 
objected and refused to recognize 
the union as now constructed. As 
a result the Transport Workers 
Union has adopted a resolution to 
call a strike on the Interborough, 
the L, street car and bus lines, 
unless the companies agree to 
the holding of a ballot on May 15. 
At this ballot the men are to de- 
cide which federation will repre- 
sent them. 

LOS ANGELES. — The Screen 
Actors Guild has decided by a 75% 
vote, for strike action. This deci- 
sion has been taken partly in sym- 
pathy with the film technicians 
already on strike. In addition, the 
guild demands recognition and 
better salaries for actors playing 
minor parts. This may mean prom- 
inent, stars like Robert Mont- 
gomery, Joan Crawford, Clark Ga- 




Our Lincoln Battalion Postman 



ble, and other who are members 
of the Guild, going on picket. 

Individual progressives, Jimmy 
Cagney in particular, have alrea- 
dy put up a fight for the second 
and third string players. But this 
is the first time collective action 
has been taken since the Guild's 
defeat several years ago. Fans of 
the International Brigade will he 
glad to know that Hollywood 
lefts have given tremendous aid 
to the Spanish movement. When 
Comrade Ralph Bates visited the 
film center in January, not only 
were big sums collected to send 
technicians to Spain but Stars 
and leading writers publicy de- 
clared their sympathy with the 
, Spanish People’s cause. 



British Workers Move Into Action 



Along with the developing mo- 
vement In support of the Spanish 
peoples struggle, the movement 
of the Industrial workers for In- 
creased wtages and shorter hours 
is the outstanding feature in Brit- 
ain today. 

Workers in one Industry after 
another are putting forward de- 
mands. Every Union conference is 
taken up with the problem of the 
fight for better conditions. Unoffic- 
ial strikes are breaking out whe- 
re the E. C. 1 s are refusing to lead 
the fight 

BUSMENS S TRIKE 

The London Busmens strike for 
a 7 and a half hour day continues 
despite the feverish attempts of 
the Government through the Board 
of Enquiry to call it off in order 
that the Coronation Ballyhoo 
should work smoothly. The Lond- 
on Tramway, Trolley Bus, and 
Underground Rail workers are 
also considering taking strike act- 
ion in support of the Busmen and 
for their own demands. They are 
also objecting to the increased 
work which has been thrown upon 
them during the Bus standstill. 
The Tramwaymen were induced to 
hold off striking until the Boards 
Report had been published. Now 
that this report has been rejected 
by the Busmen there is a great 
possibility of the strike extending. 

At the same time, Busmen 
throughout the Provinces sire de- 
manding striae powers from their 
in. C. ’ s and in a number of places 
strikes have already broken out. 

The Parkhead (Glasgow) Engin- 
eers strike has been confirmed 
by the Executive Council of the 
a. E. U. which at the same time 
recommends the resumption of 
work pending negotiations. The 
Clyde District Committee of the 
Union is convening a meeting of 
tne Shop-Stewards, when it is ex- 
pected that the demand of the 
Parkhead men for a general stop- 
page in- the District will be dis- 
cussed. This will affect 13.000 
engineers. 

The 15.000 Clydeside engineer- 
ing apprentices, who were on stri- 
ke for increased wages, have re- 
turned to work on the understand- 
ing that: 

1. There will be no victimisa- 
tion. 

2. That the Unions have the 
right to negotiate for them. 

3. That no agreements will be 
made with individual firms. 



This is a big advance as the 
Unions have not, undertaken any 
negotiations on behalf of the ap- 
prentices since 1921, when the 
Apprentices struck against a 
wage cut and failed to secure the 
support of the Unions. 

MINERS FOR ACTION 

The E. C. of the M. F. G. B. has 
postponed the National Miners 
strike for one week, until May 
29th. Meanwhile the Haworth min- 
ers continue their campaign aga- 
inst Spencer’s “scab” union and 
strikers are constantly brought 
Into court on charges of "beset- 
ting." 

The possibility of a National 
coal strike has so alarmed the 



ceed with the formulation of a 
general wage claim to be sub- 
mitted to the Postmaster General. 

The three Rallwaymen’s Unions, 
the N. U. R., the A. S. L. E. & F. 
and the R. C. A. have had lodged 
for some time, a claim for higher 
wages and improved conditions. 
This demand has been re-inforced 
by their experience of the tremend- 
ous rush traffic for the Corona- 
tion which at the same time has 
brought a rich harvest to the Rail 
Companies. 

Last years profits showed an 
increase of five Million pounds 
and the comparative figures for the 
first three months of 1937 show 
an increase of over a million 
pounds. The publication of the 
Coronation profits will undoubted- 




Tlie General obliges the British comrades with a song 



Government that Baldwin, before 
retiring to his pigs, devoted his 
last speech in the House of Com- 
mons in an attempt to avert the 
stoppage. 

There is little possibility of the 
strike in support of the Haworth 
men being averted unless the 
Notts, owners withdraw the 
Blacklegs and allow the Trade 
Unions to freely organise in the 
Notts, coalfield. 

TINPLATE WORKERS 

The Tinplate workers at their 
Annual conference decided to 
press for an increase of 25 % in 
wages, over and above the 7 and 
7/8 increase in bonus granted by 
the employers. 

The Union of Post Office Work- 
ers in conference decided to pro- 



ly encourage the Railwaymen to 
press their demands. 

The Waterproof Garment Work- 
ers Union has decided for strike 
action upon the refusal of the em- 
ployers to meet their demand for 
a 15 % increase on piece work 
prices. 

This wave of unrest in industry 
has more than anything else, 
burst through the false slogan 
of the Coronation, “Harmony bet- 
ween all classes in Britain”. The 
lamb is refusing to lay down in- 
side the lion. 

Not since the days approaching 
1926 has such a powerful move- 
ment of the industrial workers 
been witnessed. 

The workers of Britain are pre- 
paring to play their part in the 
fight against reaction. 
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LONG LIVE THE POPULAR FRONT 



Last week it was reported that 
fascist agents had infiltered into 
the ranks of the Military School 
at Valencia, there to carry on 
their work of disruption. Fortu- 
nately this report proved to he fal- 
se. Nevertheless, as the people’s 
army grows stronger as the result 
of the new governmentis work it is 
certain that our enemies will do 
their utmost to destroy our unity. 
Let every volunteer be on guard, 
not only against provocation to 
indiscipline, but also against the 
specious arguements these agents 
put forward, all of them design- 
ed to undermine faith in the Peop- 
le’s Front Policy. 

One of the most conclusive 
proofs of the necessity of a Peo- 
ple’s Front is to be drawn from a 
comparison of the events of 1923 
with those of 1936 and since. Bet- 



had bsen for several years engag- 
ed in a disastrous war with the 
Riff tribes of the Morrocan colo- 
nies. Defeat after defeat had re- 
vealed the corruption and ineffi- 
ciency of the feudal military cas- 
tes, whose impeachment the Spa- 
nish people at last demanded. And 
it was not only a stopping of the 
war that the nation demanded, 
but a radical change in govern- 
ment. It must be born in mind 
that the old Spanish Army was 
no ordinary professional army. 
For instance, in the French, Ger- 
man or British imperialist armies 
there is roughly one officer to 
every 18 men. In Primo’s army 
there was one to every 8 or 9. 
Moreover, these officers were lar- 
gely drawn from the great land- 
owning class, that class which, to- 
gether with the upper ranks of 




Lincoln Hallolioti Muniiinc Through Alrulu. 



ween Primo de Rivera’s declara- 
tion of the Dictatorship and the 
Franco rebellion. 

What is the essential difference 
between these two events t 

The most important difference 
is that whereas in 1923 the Spa- 
nish people were compelled to ac- 
cept Primo’s dictatorship without 
a protest, in 1936 they were able 
to organize a successful resistan- 
ce which has earned the admira- 
tion of the world. And to the 
question how has this been possi- 
ble, there is only one answer. Be- 
cause of the People’s Front. 

“ In 1923, the old Spanish Army 



the clergy, the feudal aristocra- 
cy and the monarchy, always op- 
posed every progressive reform in 
Spain. It was precisely these class- 
es which supported Franco in 1936. 

Thus, in declaring the dictator- 
ship Primo was not only saving the 
skin of the military caste, but 
blocking the way to those Demo- 
cratic reforms which at last \y ere 
made possible by the Republic of 
1931. 

Why did the Spanish people not 
resist Primo t 

Because there was no unity be- 
tween the progressive forces of 
those days. Then, as now, the 



masses of the Spanish working 
class were organized in two great 
trade union systems, the C. N. T., 
the Anarco - Syndicalist Federa- 
tion (American Comrades .remem- 
ber the the I. W. W.) and the 
U. G. T., at that time largely Soc- 
ialist. Not only was there no 
working unity between these great 
masses, but there was actual hos- 
tility. In addition, the progressive 
middle classes were divided be- 
tween parties that made no contact 
with one another. And finally not 
only was there no liason between 
the field workers and the town 
workers, but Catalan separatism 
tended to isolate the progressive 
masses in that region from their 
natural allies in the rest of Spain. 

Confronted with an indignant 
but divided people Primo struck 
with impunity. 

Before examining the events of 
1936 it will be useful to note sim- 
ilarities between Primo’s rebel- 
lion and that of Franco. In both 
caces the military caste was un- 
supported hy any great mass of 
the Spanish people. Unlike Musso- 
lini, Primo did not even try to de- 
ceive the people by enlisting them 
in a political party. True, Spanish 
demcorats still remember with de- 
rision the pilgrimage to Madrid of 
the 7.000 subservient Mayors 
whom Primo himself had appoint- 
ed. They also remember the roar- 
ing farce of the delegation to 
King Alfonso of several hundred 
pregnant ladies of the aristocra- 
cy, who pledged loyalty to the 
King in the name of the unborn 
generation! 

Again, Franco's lie that he was 
forced to begin his work of des- 
truction in Spain to put an end to 
the anarchy caused by the Popu- 
lar Front Government was antici- 
pated by Primo in 1923. At that 
time there was considerable dis- 
order in Barcelona, but Primo in 
claiming honor for having stop- 
ped it omitted to say that if was 
the gunmen employed by General 
Martinez Anido, Governor of Bar- 
celona, who were the provokers of 
disorder. Every trade union organ- 
izer in Barcelona could prove 
this overwhelmingly, for hundreds 
of leading workers were assasinat- 
ed during that period. And in 
1936 it was the Socialist, Commun- 
ist and Republican workers who 
stood guard over the churches of 
Madrid and unknown bands which 
set fire to them. Gunmen again 



THE BALANCING TRIO 




BENITO. - Well! We’re manvgiug but for 
Christ’s sake watch that axe 



began their work of shooting left 
leaders. 

Thus, though Primo was not 
strictly a fascist as Franco in his 
February interview with the Amer- 
ican press has admitted to being, 
there was a great similarity be- 
sween the two rebellios. Despite 
this likeness the Spanish people 
reacted in 1936 in an entirely dif- 
ferent way. 

The Popular Front is bom. 

The Republic of 19 31 was 
hrought in by the municipal elec- 
tions of April 12, as a result of 
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agreements between parties so 
wide apart as the Conservative 
Party and the Communist Party. 
Pespite good work, (in the first 
year it created 7.000 new schools) 
there was still not that degree of 
agreement which would have ena- 
bled the Republic to stabilize con- 
ditions. Above all. the Agrarian 
Reform of 1932 was too slow and 
too hesitant to satisfy the land 
hunger of the starving peasantry. 
The result was that as a result of 
the November 1933 elections aided 
by caoiguismo, or boss rule, the 
Right regained some of its lost 
ground. The Radical Party of Ler- 
roux began to seek allies upon the 
Right wither than the Left, finally 
inviting three Catholics of the 
reactionary C. E. D. A. Party into 
the government. 

This was the signal for .revolu- 
tionary effort, the Socialist Par- 
ty at once began to prepare for 
action and on October 6, the re- 
volution broke out. The Asturian 
miners after a glorious struggle 
that has thrilled the workers of 
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the world, were defeated and mer- 
cilesly subjected to the most blo- 
ody repression of modern times. 

But the truth is that the objec- 
tive conditions for success did not 
exist. There was no nation wide 
agreement between the U. G. T. 
and the C. N. T. The Catalan 
?. N. T. leaders indeed, denoun- 
5d the General Strike which pre- 
eded the rising. The countryside 
did not respond and because of 
the narrow bases of the appeals, 
middle class parties like the Es- 
tat Catala and the Esquerra in Ca- 
talonia witheld support, as did the 
Republican Parties in the rest of 



Spain. The result was that the 
right wing government was able 
to bear down murderously with 
all its weight upon the isolated 
heroes of Asturias. 

After this the gains of the Re- 
public wear* steadily destroyed by 
successive Right governments, the 
leading figure of which was Gil 
Robles, the Catholic C. E. D. A. 
Minister of War, "machine-gun- 
ner by proxy”, now skulking in 
Portugal. In the face of this trem- 
endous danger the policy of the 
Popular Front, was laid down. 
Many parties Loyally rallied to it 
and finally, in 1935 a program 
was drawn up and signed by all. 
It is worth noticing that this 
treaty was signed by the P. O. U. 
M. That party, upon whose nar- 
row shoulders must fall the bla- 
me for the criminal rising in Bar- 
celona was shortly denouncing the 
Popular Front Government which 
came into being after the elec- 
tions of February 1936. It must 
be understood clearly that these 
elections were only won because 
a definitive policy had been drawn 
up. That policy was hroad enough 
to secure the loyalty of parties 
such as Republican Left which it- 
self was placed in office. It con- 
tains such points as consolidation 
of the church reforms, cleansing 
of the army, speeding up of the 
Land Reform, and an amnesty for 
the 30.000 political prisoners ly- 
ing in Spanish jails. For such a 
policy the C. N. T. followers vot- 
ed, despite their theoretical ob- 
jections to the ballot box. 

It was against this government 
that Franco rebelled, to be met by 
defeat in all densely populated 
parts of Spain. 

At this point it becomes abso- 
lutely vital to make one remark. 
The masses supporting the Popu- 
lar Front Government were im- 
mensely aided in their victory 
over the rebellious army by the 
fact that they had a government 
to help them. It was not the peo- 
ple alone which captured Monta- 
na Barracks in Madrid but the 
people aided by the loyal Assault 
Guards. And the people themsel- 
ves were armed by the Popular 
Front Government. Moreover, had 
that government been built on too 
narrow a foundation great secWis 
of the public might not have ral- 
lied to its side. And had the gov- 
ernment represented only the 
more moderate of the parties, it 
would not have had the courage to 
arm the people. 

To sum up, the immediate suo- 



mimmm brigade greets new 
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TELEGRAMS 

Doctor NEGRIN. 

Cabinet President. 

Valencia. 

"Meeting International Briga- 
des Commissaires in name all Vo- 
lunteers greets and pledges ent- 
husiastic adhesion new Govern- 
ment Spanish Republic expression 
people’s firm will to do everything 
to quickly and definitely crush 
fascism enemy liberty and pro- 
gress. — Luigi GALLO, Commis- 
saire Inspector of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades.” 

Indalecio PRIETO. 

National Defense Minister. 
Valencia. 

"Meeting International Briga- 
des Commissaires greets you as 
chief of all armed forces fighting 
for the crushing of fascism and 
places itself enthusiastically at 
your orders certain that under 
your guidance and under the gui- 
dance of new Popular Front Go- 
vernment we shall march quickly 
to victory. — Luigi GALLO, Com- 
missaire Inspector of the Interna- 
tional Brigades.” 

ALVAREZ DEL VALLO. 

General War Commissaire. 
Valencia. 

“In name all Commissaires and 
volunteers International Brigades 
we send you warm greetings fe- 
licitations for your confirmation 
leading post General War Com- 
missariat eloquent evidence your 
high merits in creation new Spa- 
nish Popular Armiy and as inspi- 
rer prompt victory fascism to 
which new Government is a gua- 
rantee. — Luigi GALLO, Commis- 
saire Inspector of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades." 

2000 refugee children from 
Euzkadi arrived in London aboard 
the S. S. Avana. The pro-Bil- 
bao Committee of London has de- 
clared itself ready to give ade- 
quate shelter to all the 2000 chil- 
dren. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiEiiiiiiiiiiiin 
mission of 1923 was the result of 
a lack of a broad and popular 
unity. The magnificent resistance 
of July 1936 and the forging out 
of the great, discipline and com- 
bative army in 1937 demonstrat- 
es that the Popular Front has 
saved Spain. 



A TELEGRAM FROM THE 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOCIALIST AND COM- 
MUNIST PARTIES 

“The Co-ordinating Committee 
recomends to all its sections, and 
militants, to observe an absolute 
serenity during the solving of the 
Governmental crisis, by conform- 
ing to the descisions which they 
receive directly front the Natio- 
nal Committees of the two par- 
ties. It is necessary, not to sup- 
port nor te participate in the at- 
titudes of those elements who are 
Interested in creating difficulties, 
which the solution of the crisis 
might provoke. 




Vincente Uribe minister of Agriculture 

Paul Vaillant-C outurter, leading 
French Communist, writes the fol- 
lowing in the ’’Humanity” after 
an extended visit to the Basque 
prov nces: 

’'While the Nazi aviators were 
gunning at us, and , hugging the 
parapet, my cheek against the 
fragrant earth, I was listening to 
the throbbing of the blood at my 
temples, 1 could hear in that sa- 
me rythm the voices of the peo- 
ple of Paris ” Airplanes for Spain/ 
Airplanes for Spain!” I assure you 
that that cry , spontaneously born 
of the popular conscience of Pa- 
ris in defense of the world’s libert- 
ies, was living in me. 

And the crime of the blockade 
appeared to me more horrible yet. 
And I was ashamed to bring to 
the heroes surrounding me this 
measly consolation, consolat ion 
which, however, was moving them 
to tears, and which they were 
welcoming with their ”U. H. P.” 
of gratitude : our food ships and 
the evacuation of children...* 1 
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THE HISTORY OF THE GOVERMENT CRISIS 

(Continued from page one.) 



operations of the People’s Army 
throughout the country. 

4 . Reorganization of the War 
Commissariat and creation of a 
new directive 'committee, to be 
composed of delegates of all or- 
ganizations entering the govern- 
nacot. It shall be responsible to 
the Ministry of War and to the 
Supreme Council of War, but 
•hall control the political direc- 
tion of its work. 

5. The Prime Minister shall 
occupy himself exclusively with 
the work of this department, and 
the Ministry of War is to be held 
by another person. 

The final point proposes that Go- 
vernment program shall be drawn 
Up and made public on the same 
day the cabinet takes office. The- 
se opinions were amplified in a 
letter addressed to the President 
by comrade Jos6 Diaz. The Com- 
munist Party demanded the tho- 
rough reorganization of the enti- 
re .war machinery in all its as- 
pects, the conducting of the Net- 
ion’s industry and economic life 
to a central plan designed to end 
the war speedily, and the infle- 
sible mamtainance of public or- 




Jesus Hernandez, 
Minister of Health and Education. 



der and cue suppression of pro- 
vocation. 

On Saturday evening “Mundo 
Qbrero” in a leading article infor- 
med that the Government’s re- 
signation had been necessary be- 
cause its errors had led to the 
Trotskyite’s revolt in Catalonia, 
and had been reflected in the pre- 
sent military inactivity and the 
chaotic state of Spanish industry. 

Sunday, May 16. 

During the morning Largo Ca- 
ballero made public his plans for 



a new cabinet. It was as follows:. 

U. G. T., three ministers, prime 
ministry - ship and a reorganized 
ministry of a defence (to be held 
by one person), with four depart- 
ments, War, Marine, Air, and Mu- 
nitions. Foreing affairs, and ho- 
me affairs. 

Socialist Party: 

Ministry cf Economy and Agri- 
culture, and cf Industry and Com- 
merce. 

Communist Party, Public In- 
struction, and Labor. 

Left Republican Party, Public 
Works and Propaganda. 

C. N. T., Justice, and Health. 

The Catalan Left Republican 
Party, and the Basque National- 
ist Party were to receive Minis- 
tries without portfolio (ie. without 
definite departments). 

This plan was accepted by the 
U. G. T. executive and the Re- 
publican union, but rejected by 
the C. N. T., the Socialist Party, 
the Communist Party, and the 
Left Republicans. The principles 
for rejections were: 

The C. N. T. refused to accept 
both a position of inferiority with 
regards the U. G. T. and of equa- 
lity with the Communist Party, 
which, it said, had provoked the 
crisis, had not shown the same 
degreee of loyality as the C. N. T. 
and which was a smaller body. Al- 
so it said that while it was in 
agreement with the U. G. T. hold- 
ing the war ministries, it could 
not consent tc all contractive 
posts (economy and industry), 
being in one person’s hands, and 
declared that the C. N. T. had 
most enthusiasm fer this work. 
Finally, the C. N. T. said that 
the government as constituted 
would be conservative and anti- 
proletarian. 

The Left Republican Party ob- 
jected to the Prime Minister being 
Minister o-f War, and the Commu- 
nist Party in rejecting Largo 
Cabajlero’s plan pressed the same 
point, and the Socialist Party de- 
clared that it would not enter the 
government without the Commun- 
ist Party. 

As a result of these negative 
replies, comrade Largo Caballero 
gave up his effort to form a new 
cabinet, whereupon comrade Ne- 
grin, farmer Minister of Econo- 
my, was given the task. He at 
ones visited the offices of all par- 
ties and organizations. 

Monday 17. 

The C. N. T. declared in a of- 



ficial note that it could not enter 
the government presided over by 
Negrin, neither directly nor Indi- 
rectly. It said that Negrin had 
proposed a cabinet of nine minis- 
ters, one from each of the parties 
and organizations of the Popular 
Front. 

At 10,45, comrade Negrin an- 
nounced that he had formed his 
cabinet and this had been accep- 
ted by the President. The pests 
are distributed as follows: 

Prime Ministership and Public 
Economy, Juan Negrin, Socialist 
Party. 

Foreign Affairs, Jose Giral, 
Left Republican. 

National Defense, Indalecio 
Prieto, Socialist Party. 

Justice, Manuel Irujo, Basque 
Nationalist Party. 

Gobemacion (Public Order, etc.), 
Julian Zugazagoitia, Socialist 
Party. 

Health and Education, Jesus 
Hernandez, Communist Party. 

Agriculture, Vicente Uribe, 
Communist Party. 

Public Works and Communica- 
tion, Giner de los Rios, Republi- 
can Union. 

Labor, Jaime AyguadA Catalan 
Left Republican. 

In a general statement of poli- 
cy which was at once made pu- 
blic, the new Government hoped 
that the U. G. T. and the C. N. T. 
would change their attitude, but 
nevertheless believed that the cab- 
inet represented the broad mes- 
ses of people. It promised to keep 
order in the rear guard inflexibly 
and to permit no organization to 
provok i disturbances. Furthe- 
more, it announced its intention of 
reorganising all war and economic 
activities and of calling the Cor- 
tes together at the earliest poss- 
ible date. 

It must be borne in mind that 
the mass of the U. G. T. Is com- 
posed of Socialists and Commun- 
ists. The Typographical Union, 
U. G. T. has protested against the 
U. G. T. executive’s refusal to en- 
ter the Government. 

(N. B., the executive of the U. 
G. T. was elected in 1932 and the- 
re has been no National Congress 
during the last four years.) Ma- 
drid demonstration of the U. G. 
T. May endorsed the government. 

Summing up, it is clear that 
the formation of the new Govern- 
ment represents a serious effort 
to reorganize the machinery of 
war and to plan the nation’s eco- 
nomy. The way is "open for the 
dissident organizations to enter 



U. G. T. to coll Natio- 
nal Convention 
shortly 

At a plenary meeting of the 
National Committee of the Union 
General de Trabajadores held in 
Valencia Tuesday May 18, and on 
motion made by the Federation 
of Grafic Arts, supported by the 
Building Trades Federation, Tea- 
chers Federation, Workers of Pe- 
troleum Products and other 
Unions, a decision was arrived at 
to call at an early date a Nation- 
al Convention of the U. G. T. 

Severe criticism was expressed 
by the representatives of several 
onions on the attitude of the Exe- 
cutive Committee at the time of 
the Government crisis. 

The National Convention will be 
called not only to discuss and jud- 
ge the conduct of the Central 
Committee, but also to deal with 
all the problems arising from the 
war and of the revolution. 

NOTE, — The last National Con- 
vention of the U. G. T. was held 
in 1932. 



What are they going 
there for? 

“L’Humanltfi" of Paris pubHsh- 
as this ominous piece of news. 

“From confidential and reliable 
sources we learn that a number 
of non-commissioned officiers of 
the Italian Army have been sent 
to serve in the German Army and 
in territory adjoining Poland and 
Checko - Slovakia. In Italian fas- 
cist centers It is insistently whis- 
pered that a fascist putsch, back- 
ed by fascist intervention. Is 
being prepared and is scheduled 
to start within one month against 
Checko-Slovakla. 



French nation helps 
Bilbao 

On Thursday May 12, the Pa- 
rts Bilbao Committee received 
30.000 francs and three tons of 
food for the Basque people. 130.000 
francs had been collected pre- 
viously. 
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the Government when they wish. 
The present cabinet Is a true Pop- 
ular Front Government and re- 
presents the people’s desire and 
determination to intensify the 
fight against the fascist invaders. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Larm, 6. Tel. 41106.— Madrid. 
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OUR ARMY IS A PEOPLE'S ARMY 



army of the Spanish Republic 



Development 

Part I 

It is the object of this article 
at once to trace the growth and 
development of the Republican 
Army and to show that It Is a 
real People’s Army. Just as we 
have been told that the Popular 
Front policy was responsible for 
the events of Barcelona, we have 
also had to listen to the ridicu- 
lous statement that we of the Po- 
pular Front are creating a new 
danger in building up a regular 
army. 

This argument will not carry 
the slightest weight with those 
who have followed the whole 
course of the army's evolution 
since the July days. General Mia- 
ja, defender of Madrid, in an in- 
terview with the writer, recently 
declared that "the regular army 
has grown up from below, out of 
the people, it has not been impos- 
ed from above”. This is absolu- 
tely true and in a matte of fact 
historical way. At every stage the 
particular forms the army was to 
take, its methods, content and or- 
ganization, can be seen in em- 
bryo long before a government de- 
cree regularizes or clarifies the si- 
tuation. And without the constant 
compenetration of the civilian peo- 
ple and the armed forces it would 
have been impossible to bring the 
present army into being. 

THE THREE PERIODS 

The history of the war may be 
divided into three phases: 

1, — The Romantic phase during 



of the regular 

which improvised forces, losely or- 
ganized and badly trained were 
expected rapidly to defeat a pu- 
rely Spanish fascism. 

2. - -The Awakening period. In 
this period the enemy makes use 
of the vast resources given him 
by foreign faacim, both in mater- 
ials and technical advice and per- 
sonell. The Republican forces be- 
gin to crystalize into a regular ar- 
my but no reserves are created. 

3. — The Realist period. Faced 
with invading fascist armies and 



learning at last that war has its 
own objective nature, and that it 
rigorously imposes its own laws 
upon a government, the Popular 
Front Government begins to evol- 
ve a nation-wide plan for the 
whole military and economie life 
of the country. 

THE JULY DAYS 

When the people aided by 
the loyal Assault Guards had 
defeated the fascist rising in 



Madrid there remained the in- 
mediate necessity of repulsing 
the enemy marching on the city. 
The first forces were organ- 
ized, not by the government, but 
by trade unions, syndicates and 
political parties. Often these 1 
groups were nothing more than a 
number of friends who rallied 
round the strongest character 
among them. There was, indeed, 
some talk of forming a govern- 
mental army and two “quintos” 
or conscript drafts were called 
up. This had no effect, partly be- 
cause the men called upon were 
already in the forces, and partly 
because those who were not pre- 
ferred to go to the companies or- 
ganized by their respective poli- 
tical parties. In these early days 
Madrid was defended by an Irreg- 
ular anmy of a bewildering and 
complex mosaic pattern. There 
were Socialist companies and bat- 
talions, Communist and C. N. T. 
companies and Left Republican, 
all of whom preserved their separ- 
ate headquarters and particular 
staffs. 

BEGINNING OF ORDER 

Nevertheless a crystalizing mov- 
ement can be seen even in this 
purely popular period. The Fifth 
Regiment, beginning with its Com- 
panies of Steel, began at once to 
propagand for a regular army 
upon the basis of definite organ- 
ization and sound military train- 
ing. This Fifth Regiment, which 
was to become the most famous 
of Spanish Republican forces dur- 

( Continued on pe£0 7) 
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MALAGA - A. MARTYRED CITY 

500 refugees from fascist Spain arrive at Valencia. 



More than five hundred refu- 
gees from MAlaga arrived at Va- 
lencia from Gibraltar on May 25. 
They had managed, somehow, to 
enter the British Zone in their 
frantic escape from the fascist 
bands, at the time of the fall of 
MiLlfiga. 

When they left Gibraltar, com- 
pelled to do so by the British Gov- 
ernor, who feared an epidemic, 



because of the appalling over- 
crowding of refugees escaping 
from the international fascist 
terror unleashed over Andalusia, 
everyone of then chose Valencia 
as his destination. 

They are all peasants and work- 
ers, people deeply attached to 
their homes, their families, their 
fields and their pitifully small 
worldly goods. Their homes aband- 
oned, their families scattered, 
their fields lost, they arrived In 
Valencia a sad but hopeful crowd 
The only topic of their conversa- 
tion is the terror they witnessed. 

FOREIGN ARMS FOR FASCIST 
TERROR 

They tell of the 18.000 Italians 
entering Malaga while the city in 
a restless and fearful silence was 
wondering what would happen. 
The coming of the fascists had 
been preceded by promises that 
the fascists would not carry out 
reprisals, that everyone would be 
forgiven, even the militias. 

The Italian entry was preceded 
by a strong patrol of Falangists 
whose first act was to free all 
the fascists prisoners from the 



jails and from the ship “Marquds 
de Chavarri” at anchor in port. 
Then followed 300 Italian tanks, 
manned by Italian crews. After 
them, in three columns, came no 
less than 16.000 italian trops, bl 
full Italian uniforms. Then came 
the artillery, machine guns mor- 
tars. Everything was Italian. Last, 
bringing up the rear, were small 
sections of fascists, falangists, 



and rebel civil guards. As the 
troops were marching thru the 
city, going east in pursuit of the 
refugees frantically fleeing to- 
wards Motril and Almeria, or 
anywhere away from the fascists, 
from two Italian and three Ger- 
man steamers squadrons of air- 
planes were being unloaded, white 
German crews of specialists hur- 
riedly assembled them. 

For a period of ten days the 
city was calm. Then the terror 
started. During the ten days of 
calm, many naively believed in 
the premises made by the fascist 
leader Jos4 Estrada. They reenter- 
ad their homes and resumed their 
work. Secretly lists of proscribed 
people were being prepared. The 
agents of fascism were making 
ready. Once the lists were made 
the arrests started. In three days 
6.590 persons were arrested. In 
one single night 209 women, most- 
ly girls, members of the Young 
Socialist League were taken to 
jail. After the arrests began the 
“Black Squadron” was organized. 
The components were 400 youths 
drawn from the scum of the bour- 
geois underworld. Theirs was 
night work. From one to five in 



the morning every, night, they 
took large groups of prisoners out 
to the cemeteries or to some out 
of the way street where the vic- 
tims, tied with barbed wire were 
shot. 

ALL LEFTS AND PROGRES- 
SIVES KILLED 

The first to be killed was the 
Popular Front Mayor Eugenio 
Entrambasagua. Net content with 
having murdered him, they drag- 
ged his body thru the city streets. 
Then came the turn of Juan Del- 
gado president of the Left Repu- 
blican Youth, then Rafael Trigue- 
ros, a man Who belonged to no 
political party, but who was ex- 
tremely popular in MAlaga. Three 
catholic priests who had made 
common cauae with the people 
were also killed. 

On Easter Sunday a special cel- 
ebration was thought neccessary. 
250 prisoners were shot. The day 
after, the bodies of more than two 
'hundred girls, members of the 
Young Socialist League were pick- 
ed up in the streets. Altogether 
this terror lasted for more than 
a month. 

Men were found hanging from 
trees in parks and fields; victims 
were cut to pieces, horrible mu- 
tilations perpetrated. Even nurses 
working in military hospitals 
Were killed. 

MALAGA WAS ONCE SPANISH 

Today Malaga is a German city. 
The lash and the club so dear 
to the German terror work over- 
time in Malaga. Workers are ma- 
de to work under the lash of for- 
eing overseers. 

Malaga’s hospitals, meanwhile, 
are full of wounded. More than 
9.000 of them. The houses and the 
churches also are full of the 
wounded from the Almeria and 
Cordoba fronts. 

The "Maine” is on its way back 
to Gibraltar to bring another load 
of refugees to Valencia. 

This is the work of fascism at 
its most typical. 

Badajoz, Guernica Malaga! Na- 
mes of fascist victories over 
unarmed civilian populations, but 
also names that today loom large 
in the minds of the workers the 
world over! 




Malaga refugeen a( Almeria. 



Marshal Voroshiloff 
to the Red Army on 
May Day. 

Marhal Voroshiloff, the Russian 
War Commissar, addressing the 
parade in the Red Square, said : 

* 

Only the Red Army hinders Fa- 
scism from attacking the country 
of the Soviets and beginning a 
new world slaughter. Fascism is 
the most deadly enemy of the 
workers and peasants. The Red 
Army has been, is, and will for 
ever remain the guardian of the 
peace of the entire world, howe- 
ver much our enemies may descri- 
be it as predatory and preparing 
to attack neighbouring State. All 
these insinuations cannot conceal 
the fact that Fascism has already 
entered on the path of war and 
arson. 

}, The Red Army is preparing to 
attack .” shout those who have 
themselves already attacked and 
are destroying whole nations. The 
Red Army does not exist for 
attack, but to annihilate attackers 
utterly. 



CONSUMERS POWER STRIKE 
OF MICHIGAN ENDED 

The Michigan Consumers Pow- 
er strike involving over 7.000 
workers and affecting chiefly the 
General Motors plants in Flint 
and Lansing was ended when the 
United Automobile Workers Union 
(C. I. O.) and Governor Murphy 
were accepted as mediators. 
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THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT Soviet Union Makes 
PRESENTS ITS PLEA TO THE Peaceful Conquest. 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 



Fascist Spies in the 
United States 

A fascist spy and arms-purchas- 
ing agency has been exposed in 
the United States by the publica- 
tion in the Daily Worker of let- 
ters and documents issuing from 
the offices of Diaz and Garcia, 
steamship operators, 17 Battery 
Place, New York. The head of this 
organization is a former Spanish 
Ambassador to the United States, 
Juan Francisco de Cardenas, who 
claims protection of a fink diplo- 
matic passport. 

The Daily Worker has publish- 
ed photostats of all corresponden- 
ce passing between spy centers, 
from which it is seen, amongst 
other things, that the fascist gang 
suggested on March 5th, 1987, 
that a speedy armed ship be sent 
to the strait of Yucatan to block 
shipping from Mexico to the 
Spanish Republic. “If there were 
such a ship" one letter says “not 
one of the ships with armaments 
would get through". 

The documents also disclose that 
this ring has conspired to violate 
U. S. laws by purchase of arms 
for Franco, and that there exists 
a network of agencies in Vera 
Cruz, Mexico and Havana, Culm. 
Spies in these places send regular 
reports on the movement of Span- 
ish shipping, through New York 
to fascist H. Q. in Spain. Diplo- 
matic plots come within the scope 
of the cardenas outfit; one letter 
reveals that on April 8, 1987, the 
fascist agent Diaz was in Havana 
touting for recognition of Fran- 
co’s “Government” by Cuba. 

Fake aid societies have been 
formed, in particular the Com- 
monweal Spanish Belief Fund, 889 
fourth A ve., and the American 
Committee for Spanish Belief, one 
of whose presidents is Ogden 
Hammond, former F. S. Ambas- 
sador in Spain. This concern docs 
things in an ambassadorial style, 
H. Q. is at Vanderbilt Hotel. 



POPEYE AND BETTY IM)OP 
ON STRIKE 

Betty Boop and Popeye are on 
strike in New York City. One 
hundred members of the well 
known animated cartoons are de- 
manding regular wa «**■ They 
claim that the 15 dollars a week 
they' get does n’t keen them in 
spinach. 



At the time of going to press 
the present session of the League 
of Nations is not sufficiently ad- 
vanced for us to make long com- 
ment. This will appear net week. 

So far the Spanish Government 
has rejected the proposal, backed 
by England and France, for med- 
iation between Franco and the 
Government. As Comrade Negrin 
has pointed cut, mediation can be 
effected between State and State, 
but not between a Government 
and a group of rebels. Only one 
kind of “mediation” is possible, 
the total defeat of fascism by the 
People’s Government. 

We may point out that these 
proposal for mediation always co- 
me when the situation is especially 
favorable to the government. They 
have occurred before, and now, 
after recent victories at Guadala- 
jara and Pozoblanco and the fom- 
ation of the new government 
they are being repeated. 

The government has made the 
first diplomatic distribution of 
the White Book on Italian inter- 
vention. This volume is sure to 
provoke intense interest. We un- 



derstand that it consists of over 
three hundred pages and contains 
photographs of Italian and mil- 
itary. orders and other documents 
all proving that there is indeed 
an Italian Army of Occupation in 
Spain. 

A scheme for the withdrawal of 
foreign volunteers is to be discus- 
sed. In this respect a government 
spokesmen has declared that “it 
is impossible to confuse breaches 
of the obligation of not authoriz- 
ing the departure of volunteers, 
with the organization and send- 
ing by the Italian government of 
a definie expeditionary force". 
In other words, the International 
Brigades are a real volunteer for- 
ce which governments have tried 
to prevent being formed. (The 
French government for instance 
has closed its frontiers.) The Ital- 
ians are not volunteers and have 
been sent by their government, 
often against their will, and by 
means of cruel deception. 

It was stated in. Paris that in 
all probability, Portugal would 
oppose the withdrawal of volun- 
teers. 



The announcement by the So- 
viet Union that it s scientists have 
conquered the arctic regions of 
the North Pole marks another 
glorious page in Soviet scien- 
tific advances. 

There now exists at the North 
Pole a Soviet scientific colony 
whose base is situated on a huge 
block of ice registered on a list of 
Soviet polar stations under the 
name of “North Pole No. 56”. The 
station has been constructed as the 
central polar directing point of 
the sea route for ships, and its 
air field, recently established is 
the landing point for airplanes. 

Throughout the Northern polar 
regions wireless telegraph points, 
radio centers, beacons, ports for 
ships, and coal and oil bases have 
been set up. In definitely conquer- 
ing the North Pole the Soviet 
scientists have a regular plan of 
air routes and waterway routes 
into the most hazardous points of 
the arctic. 

Pravda, Soviet organ, says 
that Robert Peary, who first vi- 
sited the North Pole, like other 
great explorers had no elements 
nor forces for the scientific or- 
ganisation of work at the pole. 
He wass not able to place his dis- 
coveries into the hands of scien- 
tists and the people. But the So- 
viet explorers have behind them 
the entire nation. 

The name “Stalin” is proposed 
for central base of the arctic. 

The Juan Negrin, new Prime 
Minister of Spain, through the 
press praised the Soviet Union * 
for its wonderful polar and scien- 
tific achievements. 

The Red Flag of the Soviet 
Union waves now at the North 
Pole. 



ONE SUPREME COURT JUDGE 
RESIGNS 

No doubt in a glimmer of ro- 
I 11 r n i 11 g intelligence, Supreme 
Court Justice Van Ih \aiitcr re- 
signed from his position. The gen- 
tleman is 78 years old. 

When President Roosevelt heard 
the news, he smilingly comment- 
ed: “This makes one point. There 
are five more to go,” 
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SPANISH GOVERNMENT AIDS STARVING PEASANTRY 



The Problem of the Land in Spain 



In recent days we have heard 
from certain quarters the charge 
that the Spanish revolution has 
been betrayed by the formation 
of the new government. In pass- 
ing, we may point out that POUM, 
one of the organizations making 
this charge, had already said that 
previous Popular Front govern- 
ments had never begun the revo- 
lution. Probably P. O. U. M. un- 
derstands by revolution the shoot- 
ing of workers by those who pro- 
fess to serve them; nevertheless, 
it is vitally important to know 
what has really happened ir. the 
Spanish countryside. 

Fifty-six per cent of the Span- 
ish people live on the land; the 
agrarian problem, therefore, has 
always been the most critical of 
Spanish problems. “Andalucia es- 
ta murUndose de hambre". Anda- 
lucia is dying of hunger. The clas- 
sical phrase was true of Castilla' 
and Extremadura and other parts 
as well. In 1B30 the writer found 
whole districts, in the neighbour- 
hood of Plasencia and Cdceres 
(the city where the hero Duffy 
made his H. Q. before running 
home), while the average wage 




A good comrade. but the mimorchy never 
taught him to read or w rite. 



of the fielu worker was one and 
a half to two pesetas a day. The 
same was true of Salamanca, 
formerly Gil Robles’ seat and now 
Von Franco’s. 

Again, at Javierrelatre in High 



Aragon, during 1932, the writer 
discovered that there had been 
a famine during the preceding 
winter, due to the absence of 
wind. How could an absence of 
wind cause people to die cf hun- 



ger? Very soon members of the 
International Brigade will have 
an opportunity of undestanding 
how, for the months of reaping, 
July and August, are followed by 
the winnowing weeks, when the 
chaff and the grain, trodden out 
by oxen, are thrown into the air 
for the wind to separate. In that 
year in Javierrelatre there had 
been no wind and the fermented 
mixture had become useless for 
bread. 

THERE WERE GASOLINE 
DRIVEN WINNOWING MA- 
CHINES IN THAT VILLAGE, 
DUT THE EASANTS WERE 
TOO POOR TO HIRE THEM 
FROM THE RICHER LAND- 
OWNERS 

There lies the cause of Spain's 
agricultural backwardness. The 
poverty of the peasant, and the 
crushing rents, in the impossibi- 
lity of watering their fields ade- 
quately or of manuring them, re- 
sulting in low yield. A Spanish 
economist says ‘‘Soria lands, bare 
hills of Almazan. where the plow 
only scratches the sci! and after 
the efforts of ar. untirafcle farmer, 
only yields three times the vol- 
ume of seeeds put into the ground. 



Lands of Sahagun... land of Sal- 
amanca, where hardly three or 
four times the quantity of seed 
sown is returned. Land without 
trees, without cattle." These arc 
extreme cases but a yield of nine 



times is considered good in pros- 
perous parts of Spain, whereas in 
the U. S. A. or in England 18 to 
1 is quite usual. 

It is not the natural impossibi- 
lity of watering and manuring the 
fields which has impoverished 
Spain, but the neglect of absentee 
landlords and the absence of plan 
characteristic of a semi-feudal 
state. Furnished only with a light 
plough, often of primitive Roman 
type, the peasant was unable to 
undertake deep plowing which 
would protect his crops against 
drought. 

And with this poverty went ig- 
norance and illiteracy. In 1926 
forty-two per cent of the nation 
was illiterate and there were 
whole districts where the propor- 
tion reached was ninety per cent. 

Even now: after the efforts of 
the Republic, a great proportion 
of the men of the twenty-fourth 
battalion, Fifteenth Brigade, fine 
fighters and good comrades, are 
illiterate. 

THE WORK OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF 1931 

First, in the matter of educat- 
ion; in two years the Republic 
created 9.000 new schools; by 
means of an Education Loan 
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another 20.000 schools were to be 
built. 

Then, on the technical side of 
Land Reform, vast irrigation 
schemes were drawn up in 1932, 
aiming at the watering of 5.000.000 
acres of land, at a cost of five 
thousand million pesetas, to be 
spread over 25 years. Many of 
these schemes were begun, such 
as the lower Gaudalquiver Valley 
Canal, the Gaudalcacin Reservoir 
and canals, the Genii works, and 
elsewhere. 

LAND FOR THE FEASANTS 

Most important of all the Mar- 
celino Domingo Agrarian Reforms 
of December 22, 1932 proposed to 
take over vast estates, upon a 
basis of compensation, to be divid- 
ed among the peasants and their 
organizations. Certain of the no- 
bles implicated in the anti-repu- 
blican rising of August 1932, were 
to receive no compensation. Tho- 
ugh this reform was slow and 
hesitant, much was done to im- 
prove the field workers’ condition. 

The Popular Front Government 
of February 1936 was pledged to 
speed up this land reform, which 
would have destroyed the power 
of the semi-feudal classes repre- 
sented by Franco. 
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WHAT HAS BEEN DONE SINCE 
JULY 1936 

In the words of Comrade Vicen- 
te Urihe, minister of Agriculture, 

It ban been the Government’s po- 
licy “to expropriate the great 
landlords, enemies of the people, 
and give the land to those who 
work on It... we have cleaned loyal 
Spain of the foul disease of boss 
rule, of the oppressor of the field 
workers" . 

No longer are there vast estates 
like those of the Duke of Medina- 
celi who owned two hundred thous- 
and acres. The one hundred and 
twenty five thousand acres of the 
Duke of Peftaranda are in the 
hands of his peasants and work- 
ers; so are the hifndred and seven- 
teen thousand acres of the Duke 
of Vill&hermosa, the eighty-seven 
thousand of the Duke of Alba, 
Franco propaganda agent in Lon- 
don now, who has declared that 
the Comrades of the International 
Brigades are thieves and crimin- 
als (and he did not mean marely 
the quartermaster). And the one 
million acres which belonged to 
only fourteen fascist Dukes, Counts 
and grandees of Spain has also 
been divided among the people. 

ALTOGETHER FIVE MIIJUION 
EIGHT HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND ACRES OF LAND HA- 
VE BEEN SHARED OUT 

This figure represents eighteen 
per cent of the cultivable area of 
Spain, morover, it excludes what 
has been done in Catalonia, cer- 
tain parts of Aragon, and in the 
regions of Santander and Astu- ' 
rias. 

It is true to say that in those 
regions where the land problem 
was sharpest it has already been 
solved. In the province of Ciudad 
Real, for instance, 1.855.000 acres 
have been given to workers organ- 
isations and collectives. In the 
provice of Albaccte, headquarters 
of the International Brigades, 

1.116.000 acres, In Jaen, 900.000, 

In the province of Madrid, 340.000 
acres in Cuenca 325.000 acres have 
been expropriated. Valencia work- 
ers and peasants have received 

235.000 acres, the hungry people 
of Guadalajara, Granada and Mur- 
cia have also been helped. 

Besides this directly expropriat- 
ed land hundreds of thousands of 
acres have been taken over In 
other ways. If comrades of the 
English and Lincoln Battalion of 
the 15th Brigade look back from 
their lines they will see a broad, 
green and well cultivated valley. 



If in that valley there is any pea- 
sant who, before the fascist rising 
paid rent to a landlord, then he no 
longer does so. The landlord and 
tenant relation no longer ekists. 
The peasant pays not a single 
penny of rent, though when the 
time comes, like every other citi- 
zen, he will pay his dues to the 
state. At present he may freely 



culture has said “the government 
has taken the land away from the 
proprietors in order to emanci- 
pate the peasants, not in order to 
emancipate four committees”. 

The government will continue 
to prevent these injustices. It wil: 
prohibit so-called “socialized” con- 
trol of village commerce, it will 
give practical aid to the peasants. 
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enjoy the use of nationalized land. 

We of the Popular Front have 
been told by the theoretecians of 
tbe P. O. U. M. that we have be- 
trayed the revolution. Because we 
wish to put our greatest efforts 
into winning the war we are told 
that we are counter-revolution- 
aries. Yet to the rear of our lines, 
comrades, you can see a country 
without tyrant landlords, without 
corrupt bosses, without usurers 
and village money lenders. Upon 
the land behind the fascists’ li- 
nes, the weight of oppression 
still rests. 

WHAT IS THE NEW GOVERN- 
MENT’S POLICY ? 

The Communist Party, in its re- 
cent letter to Seflor Azafla declar- 
ed that the peasant must he pro- 
tected against forced collectivisa- 
tions and extremist experiments 
and that the small proprietor 
must be left in possession of 
his land. This has been one part 
of the Government’s policy, and 
will continue to be. 

Here and there cases have oc- 
curred where self appointed com- 
mittees have collected rent from 
those who are working national- 
ized land. As the Minister of Agri- 



Oner and above the gift of land 
the government has loaned to the 
peasants about 45.000.000 pesetas, 
through the Institute of Agrarian 
Reform. 

Besides this, specialized credits 
have been granted to olive oil pro- 
ducers, vineyard workers and rice 
growers, for the carrying out of 
necessary work and the purchase 
cf seeds. And all this to the tune 
cf 45.000.000 pesetas. Instead oi 
fomenting strife in the city streets 
in the name of revolution, this is 
what the Popular Front govern- 
ment has acheived on the land. 
Despite the provocations and the 
local tyrannies of irresponsible 
village Caesars, last autumn 
wheat sowing was up by 7 %. 

To encourage production it is 
necessary to guarantee a remun- 
erative price. Apart from the cor- 
rection of abuses this can be done 
best by large scale ministerial 
purchases and by the creation of 
cooperatives. Already in the Med- 
iterraean coast districts these 
cooperatives are giving good re- 
sults. 

HOW TO RUN A COLLECTIVE 

Here is an example of success- 
ful and properly conducted col- 



lectivisation. At Villanueva de 
C<5rdoba last July the civil guards, 
disloyal to the government, cap- 
tured the town and caused a great 
part of the people to flee to the 
fields. The citizens were not dis- 
mayed however, and headed by 
Julian Caballero, field - workers 
leader, they collected all the arms 
that could be found in the dis- 
trict. After a sharp battle Villa- 
nueva was recaptured. In that 
town where formerly there ruled 
an absentee landlord, the average 
size whose 40 estates was of 1500 
acres, Julian Caballero Is now 
Mayor, idolized by the emancipa- 
ted people. 

Villanueva has organized splend- 
id battalions of peasant fighters, 
but it has also solved Its land prob- 
lems. The estates of the former 
parasites are now cultivated col- 
lectively by members of the Field 
Workers Union. 

There is nothing resembling 
coercion in Villanueva. The small 
proprietors have their own asso- 
ciation and cultivate their land 
individually. Land was also given 
to those who owned a yoke of 
horses, mules or oxen. Even in- 
side the Field Workers Union there 
is a small group which without 
hindrance demands the parcelling 
out of thp land. 

The quality of all work is ex- 
cellent. The olive trees have been 
zealously tended and the fields 
scrupulously cleaned. All last 
years crops having been gathered 
and the town is now collectively en- 
gaged in the production of olive 
oil. The natural economic diffi- 
culties of Villanueva, excess of 
meat and oil and insufficiency of 
wheat, have been overcome by 
collective exchange with other 
channels. When the war time re- 
fugee problem no longer burdens 
the town its prosperity will go 
forward by leaps arid bounds. 

Let no cne pretend that the in- 
terests of the Spanish masses ha- 
ve been neglected or betrayed. It 
is these conquests at Villanueva 
which the comrades on the C6r- 
doba front are defending; there 
advance is bringing release to 
thousands of other peasants for 
whom life has hitherto been a 
savage and brutalizing oppression. 
And in holding their lines the 
comrades cf the 15th Brigade are 
likewise driving back the enemies 
of the people. Comrades, the Pop- 
ular Front Government is guard- 
ian of the true Spanish and dem- 
ocratic revolution. 
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American 



finance imperialism 
in Spain 



200 Submachine guns bought on 
account of the French Fascist are 
seized in Switzerland 



American comrades, students 
of Imperialist technique, may like 
to know of an example of Amer- 
ican Imperialism in Madrid City. 
We refer to the Telefonica, the 
Telephone Company of Spain, who- 
se head office, a skyscraper-like 
building, they may have seen. 

This company, headed by the 
notorious Col. Behn, is an off- 
shoot of the International Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company of 
New York, one of the Morgan 
concerns. 

In 1924 the Telefonica obtained 
a monopoly concession from Dic- 
tator Primo, which for cool impu- 
dence surpasses anything Wall or 
Threadneedle Streets have been 
able to put out. If anything it sur- 
passes the achievements of Mus- 
solini's diplomacy, or army can- 
teen prices. 

The monopoly runs contrary to 
every principle of the Spanish 
constitution and every law of the 
Civil Code in that it puts an irai- 
portant political power in the 
hands of a foreign company. For 
example, during the 1932 Sanjur- 
jo monarchist rising in Sevilla the 
Republican Government was un- 
able to make telephonic contact 
with that city. 

By its contract the Telefonica 
is entitled to use state powers and 
is exempt from every kind of tax, 
local or national, in the present 
or in the future. In one year the 
Telefonica thus avoided a normal 
business tax of 3,800,000 pesetas, 
while its total >i percentage pay- 
ment to the government only came 
to 3,420,000 pesetas. The cost of 
plant was staggering, being 

878,993,000 pesetas, all of which 
must be repaid, plus 15 '/ , in (/old, 
if the Republic of today wishes to 
regain control of the system. 

Moreover, the Spanish Company 
must pay to the American 
Company 7 '/• of yruss income 
yearly, besides a 5 •/, commission 
on imported plant, on which prof- 
it has presumably been paid in 
the states. Or was U. S. A. imper- 
ialism so charitable as to sell at 
cost price?) This commission ca- 
me to 43,000,000 pesetas. 

Finally, with a highly modern 
system the Spanish state in six 
years has drawn 20,000,000 pese- 
tas less than with thj old outfit, 
which closeiy resembled battalion 
headquar'er; field telephone. Boys, 



like love, or common or garden 
fascism, its a racket! Take an- 
other shot over the parapet at the 
friends of the Telefonica 



O' Duffy has given some amaz- 
ing reasons for the quick return 
of his much-boosted Brigade from 
Spain. 

The ideas of this Brigade seem 
to have changed considerably in 
the few months since they set out 
with such ardour to “save religion 
in Spain". 

According to O’Duffy's state- 
ment, they don’t seem to have sa- 
ved much or done much since they 
arrived in Spain. Either Franco 
did not value them very highly or 
they just refused to fight. 

They appear to have spent most 
of their time catching colds in the 
“wet trenches”. 

O’ Duffy says they have, “now 
been in the front line trenches 
since February 19th, subjected to 
umceasing shell fire and bomb- 
ing -we have left “seven” dead in 
the field, many seriously wound- 
ed and many others suffering 
from shellshock, pulmonary dis- 
eases and rheumatic fever devel- 
oped in the trenches during the 
incessant rain of February and 
March". 

It was then too cold for O’Duf- 
fy’s men, now it is too hot. 

“The greatest trial of the war 
will undoubtedly be the danger of 
Typhoid and other fevers from 
now on... the complete absence of 
water for either drinking or sani- 
tary purposes, have had serious 
effects on the health of the Irish 
troops already.” 

No clearer light could have 
been thrown on the types which 
O'Duffy recruited I ha - the light 
of his own statement. The real 
fighters for Ireland never threw 
up the battle because of the hard- 
ships of the trench or the coldness 
of the cave on the hillside. 

The “Wild Geese" 'eft Ireland 
many years ago and fought with 
all armies, in all climates against 
the rapacious army of British Im- 
perialism and won undying honour 
for themselves and for their peo- 
ple. To- day O'Duffy covers him- 
self with ignominy. Men who be- 



The Swiss Federal police has 
just discovered a new arms smug- 
gling organization. 

Following the arrest of a smug- 



trayed the struggle for Irish In- 
dependence, and murdered the real 
fighters for Irish Freedom could 
never expect to maintain the con- 
fidence of the men they had re- 
cruited, in a sustained and bloody 
war. 

Certainly men who would not 
fight for the freedom of their 
own land would quickly lose 
their enthusiasm for a cause in 
which their religion was being 
used to cloak the most brutal op- 
pression. 

Possibly by now, O'Duffy’s du- 
pes, sadder and wiser men, realise 
that the Irish Catholic Hierarchy 
when it induced and financed 
them to go to Spain to fight for 
Franco against the people and Ca- 
tholics of Spain, betrayed them, 
as it has betrayed the Irish peo- 
ple’s struggle so often in the past. 

If there was any sincerity 
among O’Duffy’s men, then the 
massacre of the Catholic people 
and priests at Guernica and Du- 
rango would give them a real in- 
sight into the religion of Franco 
and the priests who support him. 

O'Duffy admits that the men 
made a unanimous decision to 
return to Ireland. No greater 
contrast could be made, than 
between O' Duffy's dupes and the 
Irishmen in the British and Ame- 
rican Battalions, who have so 
gloriously upheld the great tra- 
ditions of the Irish people. 

Our comrades have once again 
made a great contribution to the 
struggle of the oppressed against 
reaction and tyranny. 

It will be a great pity if the 
Irish people allow O'Duffy back 
in Ireland. When St. Patrick got 
the snakes out of Ireland, they 
kept them out. 



UNIMPORTANT NEWS 

Rockefeller died at the age of 
96. Wally says she will marry the 
Duke on June 29. 



gler by the name of Jean Ron- 
chi, la whose position were found 
20 sub-machine guns, and 8 bo- 
xes containing 2.500 rifles car- 
tridges, several searches were 
made in various Swiss cities. 200 
sub-machine guns were found. 

It is believed that this group 
of smugglers was part of a lar- 
ger, gang, members of which were 
arrested lately in several French 
cities. 

Lately, custom guards arrested 
several smugglers known to be 
at the service of Doriot and of 
Be La Roque. 

CHARIA1TTE S. C. COTTON 
MILL WORKERS STRIKE 

The first batle resulting from 
the C. I. O. campaign in South- 
ern textile mills is on. 1.100 
workers of the Marlboro Cotton 
Mill of Bennettsville and McColl 
S. C. went on strike May 9. The 
strike was quite spontaneous. Ac- 
cording to the Rev. R. Lawrence, 
co-ordinator for the Textile Work- 
ers Organizing Commifee, the 
workers went on strike when 
their patience was exausted. Or- 
ganization work had been proceed- 
ing very rapidly previous to the 
strike. When the men went on 
strike 96 % were already mem- 
bers of the Union. 

25.000 JONES AND LAUGHLIN 

STEEL WORKERS STRIKE 

Because of the company’s re- 
fusal to sign a Union Contract 

25.000 steel workers in the Jones 
and Laughlin Aliquippa and South 
Pittsburgh plants were called out 
on strike by the Steel Workers 
Organization Committee. Because 
of the “Unholy Alliance” of the 
Independent steel manufacturers 
under the leadership of Ernest T. 
Weir of National Steel, it Is believ- 
er that 110.000 more workers 
will be on strike within a few days 
in the Pittsburgh and Youngstown 
region. 



SWEDEN. — The Trotzkyite 
Kllbon has been expelled from 
the Swedish Socialist Party. 



O’Duffy’s inglorious Dupes 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



7 



OUR ARMY IS A PEOPLE’S ARMY 

soldier bad entered the army. 



(Gntlnml from pag. 1.} 

tag the first two periods of the 
war, was organized upon a Popu- 
lar Front basis by one of the 
great popular political parties of 
Spain, the Communist Party. The 
directors of the Fifth Regiment, 
Comrades Castro, Lister and Con- 
treras, from the very beginning 
organized all their companies upon 
a definite military basis, with pro- 
per training, and with technical 
staffs and specialised departments. 
It was in the firit week of August 
that the Fifth Regiment began to 
appoint political commissars, who 
functioned without legal status, un- 
til the government, decree of Oc- 
tober 15th. The first article de- 
manding formation of a regular 
army appeared on August 2nd in 
“Milicia Popular", the organ of the 
Fifth Regiment. Here we see in 
these two instances the appearan- 
ce of characteristics that were to 
distinguish the army in the second 
two periods. 

THE AWAKENING PERIOD 

Largely as a result of the effi- 
ciency and propaganda of the Fifth 
Regiment there was a widespread 
and powerful popular demand for 
a regular army and on October 
10th the old militias were milita- 
rized by an order of the govern- 
ment. As a result of this the 
FIRST MIXED BRIGADE, com- 
manded by Comrade Lister, was 
formed. Commenting upon this 
governmental decree in a speech 
on the 11th of October at the bri- 
gade barracks Comrade Lister re- 
ferred to the Romantic Period 
thus : “We have seen day after day 
small bands and little groups of 
militiamen going out to the war 
front just when they took it in 
mind to do so, and who enlisted 
whenever they chose. When any- 
one approached .them and skid 
“this position must be occupied” 
they used to reply "who are you, 
you are wearing stars.', then you 
have nothing to do with us. Even 
if you hadn't got stars we should 
take no notice of you. Our chief 
is this comrade”. And the chief of 
the group was often one who, for 
one reason or another, was not in- 
terested in fighting at that mo- 
ment. And thus we found that we 
had at the front several thousand 
combatants, but only on paper, 
because in fact they did not fight 
when necessary, not by reason 
of their own fault, but because 
they were neither organized nor 



disciplined." The heroism of these 
comrades was beyond all question, 
but Comrade Lister was certainly 
not exaggerating. 



THE FIFTH REGIMENT 

Before referring to the results 
for military organization of the 
historic defence of Madrid during 



the first two weeks of November 
it will be useful to trace the 
growth, activity, and eventual 
merging of the Fifth Regiment in 
the regular army. It must be born 
in mind that the Communist Par- 
ty had not organized the Fifth 
Regiment in order to possess a 
force of its own and it was as a 
result of its own propaganda that 
its members were handed over to 
the government. While the form- 
ation of the MIXED BRIGADES 
began on October 10th there was 
still thirty per cent of the Fifth 
Regiment remaining under its 
own command on the 27th of De- 
cember. Indeed it would have 
been disastrous to abolish that 
command until every soldier had 
been fitted into his place in the 
new brigades. It must be re- 



membered that the F'ifth Regi- 
ment, originally intended to be 
1.000 strong, had reached 70.000 
in the Madrid region alone, with 
another 45.000 in other parts of 
Spain. The various departments 
of command were therefore pro- 
gressively suppressed. By a bri- 
gade order of the 15th of Decem- 
ber the First MIXED BRIGADE 
liquidated all the separate batta- 



lion commands which it had in 
various parts of Madrid, surren- 
dered all war materials and per- 
sonell and entered the Hortaleza 
barracks to begin a corporate 
exlstance. Again by a Fifth Re- 
giment Order of Dec. 28 every mi- 
litary department Operation Inten- 
dencia or Supplies, Sanitary Ser- 
vice, Shoemaking department, tail- 
oring department, armoury, etc. 
were handed over to the brigades. 
Comrades responsible for these 
departments for the most part be- 
gan similar work in the regular 
army; thus we see that not only 
the forms but the actual personell 
of the new army was derived from 
military forces not directly organ- 
ized by the government. Of all 
the department, only those of Soc- 
ial Work and Organization were 



HUGE ECONOMY IN EFFEC- 
TIVES 

The importance of this volunta- 
ry surrender of autonomy can be 
seen by referring to a speech by 
Comrade Lister, given on the 23rd 
of December. 

Referring to the new army he 
said that efficiency would be enor- 
mously increased and added “We 
in the Fifth Regiment had already 
begun a cleaning up which is still 
very necessary in certain parts. 
For example, such battalion used 
to have its own command in Ma- 
drid, to each of which there be- 
longed approximately a hundred 
bureaucrats. Many stripes, and 
many star* while the majority 
had not seen the front even from 
a general barracks! All this has 
been suppressed. Two or three 
individuals to each command are 
more than sufficient for all the 
office work which a battalion can 
occasion. X ou w 'll understand 
the importance of this when I tell 
you that in Madrid there used to 
be 60.000 meal rations given out 
every day to people who had not 
fired a single shot.” 

Finally, on January 27th a vast 
public meeting in the Cine Goya 
was held to celebrate the comple- 
te liquidation of the Fifth Regi- 
ment, and this it must be remem- 
bered, was long after the event had 
actually occurred. Other political 
parties began to follow the same 
line and with the final inclusioi 
of the C. N. T. troops in the re 
gular army this process came to 
an end. 

WHAT DOES THIS PlttHSB'W 
DEMONSTRATE? 

It is obvious at the first glance 
that the vast bulk of the men in 
the Republican army have been 
drawn from the political reg- 
iments which grew up in the Ro- 
mantic period. That they make up 
a People’s Army there can be no 
possible doubt. But the officers of 
the new brigades, such as Lister 
and "Campesino”, have also lar- 
gely been drawn from these ear- 
lier formations. These had ori- 
ginally received their appoint- 
ments from the various political 
parties belonging to the Popular 
Front. 

But more conclusively than this 
the special characteristic of the 
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Republican Army, its possession 
of political commissars, was deriv- 
ed from the nature of the politi- 
cal war in which the whole peo- 
ple was engaged. These commis- 
sars, which exist and will continue 
to exist, have as one of their tasks 
the maintaining of just that kind 




CARIjON CO vriIF.II \S. 
former Del roil \u(oiiiol»llr worker. Kdilor 
of Chicago worker‘s imper. former Political 
ConiniiMitar of f lie* .'till Hrpinrnl, is now in 
charge of propaganda nmongsl enemy ranks 

of political enthusiasm which gua- 
rantees that the army shall never 
become a danger to the democrat- 
ic Republic. 

ALWAYS FROM ItKLOU 

The way in which governmental 
decrees in this Awakening period 
tended to legalise existant facts, 
rather than to impose a structure 
from above can be seen from the 



decrees governing the status and 
work of political commissars. The 
order of October 15th, given by 
the Minister of War, appointed 
Comrade Del Vayo as Ccmmissar 
General. He was to be aided by 
4 sub-commissar generals drawn 
from the greater organizations of 
the Popular Front; these sub- 
commissars were to appoint lower 
ranks. But within the ranks of 
the actual field commissars them- 
selves, no grades or categories 
were established, because the ar- 
my itself had no uniform organic 
structure. In other words, the 
people were still making their ar- 
my from below. 

As the army crystalized into de- 
finite shape as a result of party 
propaganda and experience, the 
decrees began to distinguish ranks 
in the commissars. For instance, 
the order of November 25th, by 
which date about 65 '/, of the 
Fifth Regiment had been merged 
with the Mixed Brigades, establi- 
shed the ranks of brigade, battal- 
ion and company commissars. 

THE NATIONAL GUARDS 

The general argument can be 
supported from the history of de- 
finite governmental forces, such 
as the National Republican Guards 
and the Carabineros. 

The National Guards are the 
successors of the old universally 
hated Civil Guards, former strike 
breakers and political tools, im- 
bued for the most part with re- 
actionary ideas and practising the 
most brutal of methods. This con- 
version did not come about as the 
result of a government decree but 
as a consquence of a movement 
from within. 



Before the July rising there had 
been within the old Civil Guards 
both political fractions and Po- 
pular Front groups, and while the- 
se were not strong enough to en- 
sure the loyalty of the majority, 
they did much to wtn over many 
guards to the Republican move- 
ment. 

After the Franco rising these 
groups definitely worked for the 
suppression, or conversion of the 
force, and finally became strong 
enough to do this on their initia- 
tive. 

A central committee was for- 
med, headed by Sergeant-Major 
Vega and from its offices in the 
basement of Jhe Ministry of the 
Interior in Madrid, began to re- 
cruit into Its forces. These for- 
ces, it must be understood from 
the very beginning were on a mi- 
litary footing of long service and 
rigid discipline. Like the Fifth 
Regiment it was originally inten- 
ded to be only a small body yet 
by November about 15.000 were 
within its ranks. There quality 
can be seen from this, of the 4.000 
fully trained men on the Madrid 
Front alone by November 11, 206 
were dead and 693 wounded; about 
22 %. 

The forms its general staff 
adopted again show the popular 
and political nature of the Natio- 
nal Guards. It has four sub-com- 
mittees; Investigation, to prevent 
the entry of fascist and disruptive 




I.ISTER. 

former Commander of Slli llecimrut. in 
now Onrral iu Command nr (lie Firat 
Mixed Brigade. 



GERMAN GOVERNMENT CON- 
TINUES HELP TO FRANCO 

In spite of all pledges and state- 
ments to the contrary, the Germ- 
man Government continues send- 
ing of nn end of armaments to 
the Spanish fascist armies. 

The story of the Marienbourg 
is a good illustration of what Is 
happening. The Marienbourg, a 
Danish freighter flying illegaly the 
Rag of the Republic of Panama 
was about to sail from Hamburg 
a month ago loaded with boxes 
marked "Chocolate” and other 
such innocuous freight. One of the 
chocolate boxes broke open and 
the longshoremen found to their 
surprise that it contained a ship- 
ment of dum-dum bullets. The 
workers immediately inspected 
the whole cargo, which was found 
to consist of airplanes, to be as- 
sembled, of tanks, machine guns 
and to a considerable part, of 
specially constructed electrical 
switches for use In torpedo boats. 
All Instructions to these instru- 
ments were In Spanish. 

The city of Freiburg in Baden, 
Germany, is excited because every 
three days a squadron of airplan- 
es with all German army Insig- 
nia painted over, arrives at the 
airport. The aviators make no se- 
cret of the fact that they are 
bound for Southern Spain. Planes 
depart morning after arrival. 

Along the Swiss border the Ger- 
man Government is b uilding great 
number of barracks. The number 
of soldiers stationed now at that 
border Is five times as great as 
before the last war. Constant 
maneuvres are taking place In 
south Germany. New barracks are 
sprouting like mushrooms. In Ru- 
dolphzell, on the Swiss border, a 
new barracks has just been start- 
ed which is to hold several thous- 
and infantry soldiers, machine-gun 
crewe, anti-aircraft batteries, etc.. 



types, and Promotion, to appoint 
officers on the basis of good ser- 
vice; the other two departments 
at that time (November) being 
Organization and Supplies. 

Summing up so far, the argu- 
ment that the formation of the 
Regular Army constitutes a dan- 
ger for the Spanish popular re- 
volution is founded, when honest, 
upon ignorance of the army’s his- 
tory. However, the objection is 
usually made in bad faith. Next 
week we shall study the siege of 
Madrid, especially in its relation 
to the evolution of the Higher 
Command. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) i-arrs. 6 Tsl. 41106.— Madrid 
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A SOVIET MILITARY SPECIALIST 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE . JARAMA 



ON THE 
BATTLES 



Izvestia has recently published 
an Intensely interesting article by 
a famous military scientist, A. 
Golubev, which consists of an 
analysis of the Jarama battles, 
from a strategic point of view. 

We give a careful summary of 
this article because, in conjunc- 
tion with the remarks of the Ti- 
mes correspondent quoted else- 
where, it will enable comrades of 
the Brigade to understand the 
importance of the role they have 
played in the fight against Inter- 
national Fascism. 

“These battles”, says Golubew, 
“are not only characterised by 
the fact that they were termina- 
ted by the most bloody struggles 
yet witnessed in Spain, but that 
they marked a turning point in 
the rebel plans for the capture of 
Madrid”. 



Original fascist plans fail. 

Only a few months before while 
the rebel armies were marching 
on the capital, their generals qui- 
te confidently expected to take the 
city without serious fight. On the 
basis of this optimism they ne- 
glected to conduct serious opera- 
tions designed to cut the roads to 
Valencia and the coast. It was 
during this period that the fas- 
cists undertook the frontal attack 
on the North and North-west of 
the capital which have so signal- 
ly failed and which have cost 
them so dearly. From this springs 



their attempt to plunge into the 
plains north of Madrid with in- 
tention of taking the republican 
forces in the Guadarrama region 
in the rear. The success of this 
enterprise would have permitted 
the rebels to undertake an attack 
from the north and the east with 
the support of the forces which 
had already passed the chain of 
the Guadarrama. In spite or' a cer- 



tain improvement in their posi- 
tions, this plan, taken as a whole, 
failed in its intention.. 



Fascists change strategic plans. 

“The offensive”, Golubev conti 
nues, “which the rebels and their 
allies undertook on February 6th 
south of Madrid were based upon 



different premises and a different 
plan of action. It is strikingly 
evident that this plan had for its 
aim not the immediate taking of 
the capital, but the investment of 
the principal positions which 
would have enabled them to sever 
all connections between the capi- 
tal and the Guadarrama front and 
the rest of Republican Spain. The 
success of this plan would have 
shortly created a situation which, 
if not impossible, would have been 
extremely prejudicial to the con- 
tinuation of the struggle”. 

Since from the beginning of 
November the communications of 
Madrid with the rest of Govern- 
mental Spain were the two great 
Madrid-Valencia highways-the one 
•da Tarancon and Arganda, the 
other via Guadalajara and Cuen- 
ca, the rebels planned attacking 
these two roads of communica- 
tions. While the body of troops 
under General Moscardo were got 
ready at Siguenza, those of the 
Fascist General Orgas (7th divi- 
sion, Morroccan and Italo-German 
troops) commenced the operations 
along the Pinto and Valdemoro li- 
ne with the object of occupying 
the line of Arganda. 



Fascist attack launched. 

Golubev writes: “The attack 

commenced on the 6th of Februa- 
ry, when, profiting by misty wea- 
ther, the fascist shock troops con- 

(ConHnued on pace T.) 



THE BATTLE FOR THE VALENCIA ROAD 
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FASCIST PLANS FOR WORLD WAR 



At 5:45 on the morning of 31st 
of May, a German Squadron, eng- 
aged in so-called Control bombard- 
ed the open port of Almeria, kill- 
ing many citizens. Afterwards 
the German and Italian Governm- 
ents withdrew from the Non-In- 
tervention Sub-Committee. 

We shall not attempt a descript- 
ion of this cowardly act, every 
decent man would have heard the 
news with cold disgust but with- 
out surprise. It is important ho- 
wever, to realize the purpose of 
the act and to be on guard aga- 
inst adopting that line which Hitl- 
er and Mussolini would have us 
adopt. 

It must be remembered that the 
Spanish Government at the Lea- 
uge of Nations Session had just 



presented a White Book on Ital- 
ian intervention and a protest ag- 
ainst the terrible crime of Guern- 
ica. A few days later the Germ- 
an war-ship "Deutschland" illeg- 
ally anchored in Ibiza harbor, op- 
ened fire on Republican planes, 
who replied with great effect. 
That same day the League of 



Nations in which it lamented (of 
course) the Spanish situation and 
proposed to continue working out 
a plan for the withdrawal of non- 
Spanish fighters. Finally it exp- 
pressed its horror at the bom- 
bardement of open cities. Next 
morning the German squadron 
poured hundreds of shells into Al- 
meria. 

There can be no possible doubt, 
the act was not only a piece of 
fascist sadism, but it was intended 
as provocation. To What? Und- 
oubtedly to war! 

Aiming at World War in a ter- 
rific gamble for internal security 
and world domination the fascist 
governments have supported Fran- 
co in order to control the Mediter- 
ranean and encircle France. War 



and rearmament are the very 
techniques of the so-called fascist 
"revolution". The internal contr- 
adictions the inherent fatalism* of 
fascist demagogy drive them for- 
ward to this. 

Then, seeing that they have fa- 
iled, confronted with the defeat 
at Guadalajara, aware that the 



Spanish will had steeled, that an 
army had been forged out, that 
a new and immensely more active 
government had come into exist- 
ence, the fascist powers sought to 
withdraw from the Control Com- 
mittee and to plunge the world 
Into war. 

On guard, therefore, against 
accepting this mad challenge on 
the eve of great changes. 

What must the Spanish Gov- 
ernment do? Can it hope that 
the League of Nations will come 
to the aid of Spain ? Can it hope 
that Great Britain will change its 
policy and permit France to do 
the same? 

It would be best for the Gov- 
ernment to conduct a great recr- 
uiting drive, to build up reserves 
and consolidate the' army. And, 
simply, comrades, that is being 
done. 



ROOSEVELT PLANS LABOR 
LEGISLATION 

President Roosevelt may recom- 
mend to Congress the passage of 
legislation establishing maximum 
wages In all great Industries en- 
gaged In inter-State commerce. 
The President’s plan would in- 
clude. 

(1) The creation of a commis- 
sion with broad powers, whose 
aims would be to bring about a 
40 hour work week, hourly mini- 
mum wage of 40 cents, and a 
weekly minimum wage of 16 dol- 
lars. 

(2) The commission to adopt 
the principle of flexibility to mest 
seasonal variations in Industry 
and to avoid Imposing a single 
standard over the whole country. 

(3) Prohibition of the transfer 
of goods between States made by 
children under 16 years of age. 

Senator Blanck and Represen- 
tative Connery, co-authors of an 
earlier measure providing for a 
30 hour week, are prepared to in- 
troduce a Bill on these broad lines. 

PAUL ROBESON IN SOVIET 
FILMS 

Paul Robeson, the famous Amer- 
ican Negro singer now living in 
the Soviet Union, has agreed to 
act in Soviet films. He is to take 
the leading role In “Othello”, fo- 
llowing which a film will be made 
from the well known American la- 
bor play “Stevedore”. 



STILL STUDYING 

As an alternative to a Senate 
Bill, which would require the tak- 
ing of a census of the unemplo- 
yed, the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor has decided 
to report favorably on the mea- 
sure appointing a commission to 
“study” the general problem of 
unemployment and relief. The ar- 
gument against the direct taking 
of a census is that unemployment 
reflects only a “temporary 1 condi- 
tion” and that it would be costly. 

Roosevelt demands 1.500.000.000 
dollars for relief in the fiscal year 
1937. It is likely that the House 
•will give its consent, but to secure 
the approval of the Senate will be 
more difficult. 

U. S. GOVERMENT PROTEST 
TO HITLER 

Following the Almeria incident, 
Pres. Roosevelt promptly left his 
Hyde Park home, where he was 
resting, for Washington to take 
up with Secretary of State Hull, 
the critical European develop- 
ments. 

Hull officially expressed to the 
German Ambassador at Washing- 
ton, the U. S. Government’s disap- 
proval of the unnecessary and 
provocative shelling of the civilian 
population of Almeria, and de- 
mands that the Hitler Govern- 
ment make quick restitution for 
its acts. 

The strike of Hollywood studio 
workers has been ended. 

FORD’S 19.689.020 SURPLUS 

The Ford Motor Company in- 
creassed its surplus during 1936 
by 19.689.020 dollars, making a 
total surplus of 602.666.000 dol- 
lars according to a balance-sheet 
filed with Massachusettes State 
officials. 

Incidently, Henry Ford’s son, 
Edsel, must appear before the De- 
troit grand jury soon, for having 
used physical violence at the gate 
of the plant against his workers. 
Poppa’s boy Is getting tough! The 
idea of one big industrial union 
tnat is growing rapidly imong the 
workers of the Ford Auto plants 
makes the Ford family desperate- 
ly nervous. 

The United Automobile Wor- 
kers of America may sue Ford 
for distributing anti-labor litera- 
ture, contrary to the Wagner La- 
bor Relations Act. 



INTERNATIONAL CONTROL 
IN SPAIN 




This map shows the distribution of foreign warships and observers 
stationed in order to prevent breaches of the Non-Intervention Com- 
mittee's International Control Scheme which came into operation 
on April 19. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY 



The Fascist Assault on Madrid. 

In the last article we saw how, 
under the terrific impulse of ind- 
ignation, enthusiasm and realiz- 
ation of historic purpose, the Span- 
ish people turned itself into an 
army. Through confusion and 
blunder, by trial and error, the 
people's own instincts, guided by 
great political parties and aided 
by their government, evolved 
forms and methods which sharply 
distinguish the People’s Army 
from any Imperialist Army. 

This is a phenomenon which has 
teen observed again and again in 
the history of great popular strug- 
gles of independence and revol- 
ution. Th; special characteristics 
of the Red Army are due. not to 
the abstract thinking of military 
idealists, but to the nature of the 
political struggle out of which it 
was bron. And the success of the 
army of the French Revolution 
was not only due to the military 



of military knowledge, in partic- 
ular because after her relief of 
Orleans she would not pursue 
land destroy as she might have 
done) the routed English, because 
the day was Sunday. But it was 



strategic incompetence by milit- 
ary scientist of almost all countr- 
ies, but it has not been often po- 
inted out that his failure partly 
springs from political ignorance. 
In other words his foredoomed 




“Non intervention" in the skies attacks half armed militia. 
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Every wall on the outskirts of Ma- 
drid became a front line. 

genius of Napoleon and the often- 
forgotten organizational genius of 
Carnot, but to its early compen- 
etration with the People. The sa- 
me is visible in Cromwell's army 
of the English 17th Century. The 
14th century in France has the 
example of the Bastard's army. 
Indeed this latter has special par- 
allels. Bourgeois historians have 
spent chapters in trying to define 
exactly what was Joan of Arc’s 
role in the army. Military experts 
have often scoffed at her for lack 



that incident that explains her 
role. In the immensely different 
political and religious atmosphere 
of her day, she was the Political 
Commissar of the Bastard's Army. 

It is only when the currents of 
feeling drive deeply into the po- 
pular spirit that a real People's 
Army is created. This occurred in 
Russia and is manifestly happen- 
ing in Spain. Such armies car- 
not emerge if the structure of a 
decadent and oppressive society is 
left entirely untouched. To relate 
this to our particular problem, - 
where is the economic and class 
basis for a reactionary higher 
command which the disrupters 
profess to fear? 

It has been seen that the old 
Spanish officer class was drawn 
from the great landed families. 
What has happened to their est- 
ates? That question is sufficient 
for those who know how to und- 
erstand what is happening in 
Spain. 

FRANCO'S STRATEGIC AND 
POLITICAL BLUNDER 

“If a Military Coup d'Etat does 
not succeed within a few days it 
never succeeds.” This has been 
remarked of countless rebellions; 
it is true of Franco’s also. The 
rebel General had been accused of 



direct assault on Madrid shows 
that he had never grasped the fact 
that a whole people is in move- 
ment, and that the capital city 
would justify its claim to be the 
capital. 

Franco saw indeed that progres- 
sive Spain was about to deprive 
the feudal classes of their power, 
but he judged that to be the work 
of mere "political groups”. From 
this false premise he deduced that 
Madrid would fall before nis first 
blow. It would have done, so had 
not the Popular Front had its 
roots deep in the people, if the 
army had been merely the artifi- 
cial creation of “political groups" 
in office, Madrid would now be a 
fascist city. But it was a political 
people which turned itself into a 
political army! A Popular Front 
people into a Popular Front Ar- 
my! Month after month that army 
held back the enemy at the very 
gates of Madrid, until Franco was 
forced to change his plans. Too 
late! By then a regular army, dis- 
ciplined and increasingly capable 
of maneuvers had been formed. 



THE ATTEMPTED SIEGE OF 
MADRID 

It can be said definitely that 
the fa'-t that the fascist rebels 



chose to attack the capital direc- 
tly helped the Republic to form 
its regular army. The policy of 
defending the city at all costs was 
therefore the salvation of Spain. 
There never was a clearer proof 
that defeatism is not a proletarian 
or popular policy (there were so- 
me pessimists who urged the 
abandonment of Madrid). 

At the same time as it haste- 
ned the formation of the regular 
army the assault on Madrid also 
gave the army an even deeper po- 
pular content. 

THE FATEFUL DAY OF NO- 
VEMBER 7TH 

The week following this date 
will be remembered as being the 
turning point of European history. 
The fascist advance, s t eadilv 
sweeping back the militia arrived 
at the very outskirts of Madrid 
At once the left political parties 
sprang to action, the streets were 
filled with people listening to Po- 
pular Front speakers calling for 
yet more volunteers. All through 
the day and night hastily formed 
battalions were rushed out to the 
thin trench line that had been 
drawn between the rebels and the 
city. The regional committee of 




Colonel Ortega, famous Coniiti indei 
of the Center Forres. Now chief of 
Security. 



the Madrid Communist Party, in 
a historic effort, organized com- 
pany after company of street fight- 
ers and shock troops, and ; sell 
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already on the work lists must be 
at the places appointed by their 
organizations with their lunch 
cans”... It was out of this forti- 
fication corp that the present en- 
gineering and sapping corps of the 
regular army were formed. The 
U. G. T. Building Workers Syndi- 
cate of Madrid has today about 
60 % of its 25.000 members In the 
army, mostly in this department. 

i 

THE BEGINNINGS OF A CEN- 
TRAL, INTENDENCIA 

The unity of army and people 
can be seeen In such examples as 
this; the Vlllecas Radio (district) 
of the Mad id Communist Party, 
in conjunction with the United So- 
cialist Youth and the command 
of the Sergeant Vasquez Battalion 
supplied^OOO meals a day to the 
front lines, collecting the neces- 



sary money and performing all 
work itself, besides undertak- 
ing the washing of clothes. Pre- 
viously this "civilian" organization 
had dug the trenches this battalion 
was occupying. 

And on November 9th the Vas- 
quez Battalion gave 1.524 pese- 
tas to Popular Front organizations 
for the same work. Out of a mo- 
saic of such “civilian" organiza- 
tions and the battalion supply ser- 
vices Intendencia eventually crys- 
talized. 

To take another department; 
Maria Medina, popular women's 
leader with 17 women of the nor- 
thern sector of Madrid, during the 
first week in January, organized 
a collective laundry for the troops. 
None of its workers received pay 
for the immense labor of washing 
and repairing clothing, and it was 
not until May that this laundry 
was handed over to Sanidad (Me- 
dical Corps). 



General MIAJA. — On November 7 he 
became :hief of the defense of Madrid. 



went into action at Carabanchel 
Bajo. Many of these formations 
had no arms whatsoever, ill clad 
and shod in canvas shoes without 
training, they streamed out to the 
barricades to take up the rlfies of 
the wounded and killed. 

Just as the people of Madrid 
merged with the army, the army 
spoke directly to the people. On 
the eightth of November the Fifth 
Regiment issued these instructions 
to those behind them. 

“(1) Every .resident must pro- 
vide himself with bottles of gaso- 
line, stoppered with cotton wool, 
to be Ignited the moment of being 
thrown from balconies, windows 
and roofs, against armoured cars 
and tanks. 

(2) The Fifth Column must be 
exterminated within the space of 
a few hours. The inhabitants of 
each house miust form vigilance 
committees, to arrest provoca- 
teurs, to search for arms etc. 

(5) The inhabitants of every 
block and quarter must organize 
the struggle at every street cross- 
ing, constructing barricades and 
trenches, forming groups of vigi- 
lants, taking every initiative. 

(4) Every citizen must regard 
his house a fortress and must put 
it in the condition of being a bul- 
wark of the independence of our 
people against Moors and Legio- 
naries. 

The second of May 1808 can be 
repeated in our beloved city!...” 

During the the month preceding 




EMERGENCE OP UNIFIED 
COMMAND 

On November 7th, the Govern- 
ment of Spain left Madrid. It was 
not the leaving, which should ha- 
ve been done earlier, but the man- 
ner of It which was deplorable. 
Hurriedly and with no precise 
instructions General Miaja who 
had been in command of the Ma- 
drid defence troops was given sole 
authority over the city. At on- 
ce the Junta de Defensa was for- 
med. Its Popular Front nature is 
evident from a list of officers: 



Hastily formed militia resist 
fascist drive on Madrid. 



people of Madrid had been de- 
manding that the government 
should build fortifications and pre- 
pare trenches. This the govern- 
ment had not done, for various 
reasons. 

Responding to the call of the 
political parties and syndicates a 
Mixed Fortification Committee of 
the U. G. T. and the C. N. T. was 
created and at once began with 
desperate energy, if small milita- 
ry knowledge to fortify Madrid. 
'Bands of workers, men and wom- 
en and children, urged on by be- 
loved figures like Pasionaria, fe- 
verishly hacked at the ground 
with pick and spade. An order of 
the 9th of November of this Mi- 
xed Committee says, "those not 



Camr.de ANTON, forefront 
org.ni.er of the Mndrid defeiue. 
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President: General Miaja, The Immense prestige o< the In- 

Secretary: Fernando Frade, So- tematlonal Brigades and the dis- 
cialist Party. cipline upon which this was foun- 




The people's right against fascism in July days. 



Councillor of War: Antonio Mi- 
je, Communist Party. 

Public Order: Carrillo, United 
Socialist Youth. 

War Industries: Amor Nufio, 

C. "N. T. 

Supplies: Yagtle, U. G. T. 

Transport and Communications : 
Carrefio Espafia, Left Republi- 
can. 

Finance: Jimenez, Republican 
Union. 

Evacuation: Caminero, Syndica- 
list Party. 

Undoubtedly the Defence Com- 
mittee hastened the unification of 
the center forces. In this they we- 
re greatly aided by the Interna- 
tional Brigades who from the very 
beginning considered themselves 
as a part of the regular Span- 



ded did muen to help the remodel- 
ing of the army. 

At the same time the Defence 
Committee was able to conduct 
operations with more efficiency 
than the Ministry of War which 
was involved with other neces- 
sary work of government. That 
the Junta was a much more adap- 
table form of administration can 
be seen by the fact that on De- 
cember 3rd, it reorganized itself 
and wnile reserving considerable 
military autonomy place Itself 
and while reserving considerable 
military autonomy placed itself 
under the authority of the Valen- 
cia Government. 

The Councillorship of War dis- 
appeared and was replaced by one 
of Milicias, Antonio Mije becom- 




Mllltia at rest during the Cmni de C ampu attack. 



ish Army. The appointment of its 
General, for instance, was at once 
sent to Valencia for confirmation. 



ing Commissar General for War. 
Thus from the core cf the De- 
fence Committee crystalization 



spread throughout the fronts 
around Madrid, until now by far 
the largest body of troops and 
the best organized, the armies of 
the center, are under the comm- 
and of General Miaja. 

It cannot be denied that the De- 
fence Committee, the nerve cen- 
ter of the Madrid resistance, was 
a Popular Front organism. The 
army which grew up around it, 
with all its levels of command, 
was necessarily so. 

Naturally as its composition 
shows the Committee performed 
many functions which, proper eno- 
ugh to a military authority in ti- 
me of semi-siege, do not rightly 
belong to it. As a result of com- 
parative normality in Madrid con- 
ditions, and the higher degree of 
organization reached by the ar- 



my, during May the Defence Com- 
mittee was disolved and the City 
Council once more came together. 

Many problems remained to be 
solved and these we shall exami- 
ne later. For instance, on Decem- 
ber 9th the Valencia Government 
created the Supreme War Coun- 
cil. Why this Council never or ra- 
rely functioned is a political pro- 
blem which demands attention in 
another article. 



GUERNICA 

The flames which are burning 
Guernica are also lighting Ger- 
many. So that the whole word I 
may see her. 

11 KIN RICH MANN 




Friends of Lincoln lltittalion on Fifth Avenue in May Parade. 



UNREST IN ITALY 



In Genoa, recently, when the 
dusk was falling the walls were 
suddenly covered with huge slog- 
ans, "Down with the Duce, Long 
live Anti-Fascist Spain, Down 
with Fascism". 

Immediately the authorities or- 
dered that all lights be turned 
off, and under cover squads were 
sent out to clean the slogaifs off 
the walls. 

Apparently, howerever, as fast 
as ene slogan was removed, ano- 
ther appeared. In fact those res- 
ponsible for chalking up the ori- 



ginal slogans took advantage of 
the order of darkness to continue 
their work. 

The authorities gave it all up 
in despair. Rut the next day many 
arrests were made in working 
class districts. 

Meanwhile stories continue in 
reach the outside of constantly 
increasing unrest. It is reported 
that an Italian Regiment muti- 
nied and that *200 members were 
shot. Unrest is said to be wide- 
spread in Lombardy and Pied- 
mont. 



6 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



TROUBLE IN THE FASCIST 
REARGUARD 



The London Times of May 24th, 
the arch-conservative organ of the 
English bourgeoisie, the real top- 
hat boys, publishes an article 
from its Seville correspondent. 
Usually in reading the Times re- 
ports on Spain one has to remem- 
ber that the gentlemen of the 
Carlton Club have high blood 
preasures and the Franco police 
have prisons to fill with daring 
journalists. This time it looks 
as if a fraction must be at work 
somewhere. Anyway, let the Ti- 
mes man have air. 

A War-Weary Land 

Under this sub- title the article 
goes straight to the point, thus: 

“The halcyon days are over. 
Much water has flowed past the 
bows of the Italian prison ship in 
the Guadalquivir since General 
Franco's rapid advance on Bada- 
joz, his irruption Into the Tagus 
valley and his triumphal march 
up-river to the walls of Madrid. 
Gone, too, are the days of patient 
and optimistic waiting throughout 
the long winter months, when the 
rain, mist and snow, according to 
the insurgent Press and wireless, 
alone held up the advance. Spring 
came in fitfully, and the hammer- 
blow at Malaga followed. Na- 
tionalist hopes flared up, remain- 



sr-' • . . '<> 




Well •« the front, hut not at the 
front. 



ed suspended for a period, and 
then curved gradually downward. 
The expected follow through to 
Almeria never came. The plann- 
ed offensive towards the shrine of 
the Virgen de la Cabeza and Jaen 
had to be abandoned in favor of 
a hurriedly constructed defensive 
line between Pozoblsnco and Pe- 
liaroya. And on the Madrid front 
the decision was postponed once 
more. The Jarama offensive, de- 
signed to cut the main highway 
between Madrid and Valencia, 
succeeded in embarrassing com- 
munication with the capital. 

But to people who remembered 
the spectacular triumphs cf Iran, 
Badajoz, Toledo and Malaga, even 
partial success implied failure. 

The greatest blow fell in mid- 
March. Nationalist propaganda 
had represented the Jarama of- 
fensive as a complete success. The- 
re remained only one more road 
still capable of feeding Madrid, 
the secondary road passing 
through Guadalajara. With the 
seizure of Guadalajara, the invest- 
ment would be complete and the 
fall of the capital through ex- 
austion inevitable." 

ITALIAN LANDINGS 

The article writer looks around 
for a minute to see If any falan- 
gists (of whom he is clearly con- 
temptous) are snooping around 
and decides to go on: 

"By the beginning of March 
reinforcements had arrived, most 
of them from abroad. Through- 
out the winter Italian troops were 
landed at Cadiz and Algeciras 
with arms, ammunition, artillery 
and transport. The earlier arri- 
vals were taken- In their big Fiat 
lorries, adorned with sinister ins- 
criptions glorifying Signor Musso- 
lini and Death, and thrown into 
the attack on Malaga, where re- 
putations gained In Abyssinia we- 
re enhanced in the coastal sierras. 
When the operation was complet- 
ed a number were dispatched to 
points on the long, broken front 
curving from Pozoblanco through 
Andujar and Granada to Motril. 
The rest were withdrawn to Se- 



ville and together with later arri- 
vals (the last considerable Italian 
detachment landed towards the 
end of February) were then moved 
up to the north and concentrated 
in the neighborhood pf Soria and 
Siguenza. The final “assault" on 
the capital began". 




Worried? 



After a few displays of courtesy 
to the fascist authorities the Ti- 
mes man once more opens fire: 

"Something had gone wrong. 
General Queipo de Llano explained 
on the wireless that for technical 
reasons the advance had teen held 
up before Trijueque; that a short 
pause would be necessary to con- 
solidate the positions captured and 
straighten out lines of communi- 
cation. Soon afterwards he ad- 
mitted that Brihuega, garrisoned 
after its capture by a “handful of 
civil guards", had been evacuated 
owing to its unfavorable strategic 
position. From that day, the subj- 
ect of Guadalajara was quietly 
dropped”. 

COMPLAINTS MANY AND 
VARIOUS 

The consequences of the Guada- 
lajara disaster were mixed, ac- 



cording to the correspondent, but 
though mixed they were all bad. 
First, he says that fascist propa- 
ganda has always laid great em- 
phasis on the extent and enormity 
cf foreign intervention on the 
behalf of the government. The 
means, of course, the huge fleets 
of bombing planes gladly desp- 
atched by Comrade Eden and the 
massive batteries effered by com- 
rade Rooselvet! Then he says: 

“The stubborn resistance of the 
enemy to the Italian infantry in- 
evitably raised the question in the 
minds of the civil population: 
Have we been misled? While the 
“backs to the wall” propaganda of 
the Republicans had steeled their 
supporters to stem endeavor, in- 
surgent propaganda tended to sof 
ten theirs by prophesying easy and 
early success. The result is dis- 
quieting, most of all in Andalusia." 

ABSENCE OF COMBATIVITY 

Naturally all Spain is behind 
Von Franco, though the support 
is rather negative in character he 
finds it necessary to explain: 

“There is a great deal of un- 
seemly nervousness whenever it 
is rumored that a new Glass is 
about to be called to the Colors.” 



RADIO-SEVILLA^ 




A study in alcohol*. 



BANKRUPTCY APPROACH- 
ING? 

Difficulties of a material kind 
also hinder the victory of "law 
and order”, lack of manufactured 
goods, for instance: 
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A SOVIET MILITARY SPECIALIST ON THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE JARAMA BATTLES 



“TVmgh Italian textile manu- 
facturers stepped into the breach 
created by the stoppage of trade 
With Catalonia, they are now find- 
ing difficulty in collecting pay- 
ment," 

But this was not the only type 
of difficulty. ‘Tardonable exuber- 
ance on the part of the Moors and 
Legionaries returning from the 
front led to progressively earlier 
dosing of the bars, cabarets, and 
dance — halls a process that was 
accelearted by the arrival of the 
quick tempered Italians.’’ Possibly 
it was not merely a question of 
quick temper, for. “Many of the 
Italians had previously been sta- 
tioned in Abyssinia. They brought 
with them habits acquired in that 
country. They assumed too readily 
that the Spaniard was a poor 
fighting man and made little at- 
tempt to hide that assumption. 
And, as a result, a certain grim 
satisfaction was felt when the 
news of the retreat from Bribuega 
spread. Dislike was spiced with a 
touch of anger and contempt.” 

THE OLD OLD STORY 

Like Prlmo de Rivera, Franco 
claims that he has put an end to 
the anarchy of the Popular Front 
rule. The Times man repeats this 
gag: "The dominance of the Casa 
del Pueblo and the trade unions”. 
(Checked by wholesale massacre 
of the working class.) “The arbi- 
trary decisions of the labor tri- 
bunals.” (Which insisted on wage 
rates being observed.) "The bands 
of sturdy beggars.” !!! “The inac- 
tion of the police.” (Which usual- 
ly failed to arrest fascist gunmen. ) 
"All these factors that made life 
always difficult and sometimes 
dangerous under the short rule of 
the Frente Popular are still me- 
mories of the recent past.” 

This represents the sum total of 
the complaints against the Frente 
Popular Government. Every com- 
rade will see that they are the 
time honored objections raised by 
the Thouroughly-confortable and 
the bourgeois Cafe Loungers 
against every progressive govern- 
ment. This gives even more value 
to the testimony of the London 
Times Correspondent. Atta Boy! 



(Continued from pace 1.) 
centrated on the Pinto-Valdemo- 
ro line, composed of three or four 
regiments, or eight or nine thou- 
sands men, with a support of at 
least a battalion of tanks and 
about 50 or 60 pieces of artillery, 
attacked a sector which for a long 
period had not been in action, and 
which was weakly defended”. 

This first attack was partly 



crowned with success. The rebels 
advanced in three directions, to 
the North towards Vaciamadrid, 
to the south towards Ciempozue- 
los and in the center towards San 
Martin de la Vega. However, the 
Republican command, during the 
rebel plan, sent reinforcements in- 
to the threatened sector. After the 
taking by the rebels of Vaciama- 
drid, Ciempozuelos and San Mar- 
tin the counter attack began on 
the 9th of February on the Va- 
ciamadrid line, where the Manza- 
nares bridge was retaken. “On 
the 11th or 12th of February, 
continues Golubev, “and synchro- 
nized with the arrival of reinfor- 
cements the rebel command di- 
rected its efforts towards the east 
in order to become masters of the 
Valencia road between Arganda 
and Perales. On the 11th, after 
intense artillery preparation the 
rebels succeeded in passing the 
Jarama River between Vaciama- 
drid and San Martin with a force 
of five battalions and a tank 
corps. On the 12th in spite of Re- 
publican oounter-attacks the fas- 
cists succeeded in broadening their 
lines on the left hank of the Ja- 



rama. They advanced four or five 
kilometers, effectuated a second 
creasing of the Jarama River to 
the south of San Martin, and ap- 
proached -the Pingarron heights. 

On the 13th and 14th of Fe- 
bruary, massing their reserves on 
the left hank of the Jarama, the 
rebels carried out a new thrust 
towards Arganda and Morata. The 
14th of February with a concen- 



trated attack of five or six bat- 
talions, 30 or 40 tanks and sup- 
ported by intense artillery fire, 
the rebels succeeded in advancing 
several kilometers along a six or 
seven kilometers front and in ap- 
proaching the Valencia highway. 
Nevertheless powerful counter- 
attacks supported by artillery and 
tanks stopped the rebel advance 
and pressed them back almost to 
their original positions”. 

Government troops begin terrific 
counterattack. 

The rebels showed no Initiative 
on the 15th of February and their 
right flank, was repulsed without 
serious effort. That day's action 
proved, according to Golubev, that 
the rebel shock troops under Or- 
gas were exhausted and incapable 
of achieving success. 

After having described the 
campaign of the second group of 
rebel forces attacking on the Gua- 
dalajara line, Golubev deals with 
the Republican counter-attacks 
which began on the 17th of Fe- 
bruary. On the 21st the Republ- 



ican forces reached the Jarama 
near San Martin, endangering the 
fascist right flank. On the 22nd 
and 23rd the loyal forces advan- 
ced two or three kilometers. A 
furious attack was opened by the 
fascists on the 24th of February 
with the intention of improving 
the position of their right flank, 
but this was nullified by the lo- 
yalist counter-attacks. Later go- 
vernmental Counter attacks, while 
they did not succeed in render- 
ing the fascist right flank unten- 
able, definitely put an end to the 
enemy’s initiative. 

In terminating his account, Go- 
lubev expressed his opinion con- 
cerning the campaign a a a whole. 
He shows that the rebel objective 
has not been achieved. The fasc- 
ist advance has created certain 
comparatively unimportant diff- 
iculties for traffic along the Va- 
lencia road, but it has not made 
things any easier for the fascists. 
Theire own Madrid front is prov- 
isioned by two routes only, of 
which one, that of Avila, is threat- 
ened by Republican forces, which 
occupied Robledo during the Ja- 
rama battles 

Finally, in a brief appreciation 
of the military value of the re- 
spective forces the Soviet techn- 
ician draws attention to the trem- 
endous powers of counter-attack 
(possessed by the Governmental 
troops. 



THE SPANISH AM- 
BASSADOR AT GENEVA 




ALVAREZ DEL VAYO 



THE MAP OF BLASTED HOPES 




General strategic plan of fascist attack against Madrid. 
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SWISS PEOPLE BEHIND 
SPANISH REPUBLIC 

Organized by the Association of 
Friends of the Spanish Republic, 
a huge meeting was held which 
was attended by more than 2.0C0 
people that unanimously adopted 
a resolution in support of Spanish 
Democracy. The resolution says: 
“Two thousand wiss citizens 
united in the Victoria Hall of Ge- 
neva express their indignation of 
the criminal bombardements of 
the civilian population of Spain 
by the Hitler and Mussolini avia- 
tors. We demand a complete 
change of attitude of the govern- 
ment of Switzerland toward Spain. 
W'e urge that the Spanish Go- 
vernment be energetically defen- 
ded against all those who are at- 
tempting to destroy it. We appeal 
to all those who believe in demo- 
cracy and to the working class 
to prepare to strengthen the vic- 
tory* of the Spanish people, en- 
couraging unity of all Republican 
forces and giving organized aid.” 

BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR 

RESPONDS TO PRESSURE 

Rockwell Kent, celebrated artist, 
headed a delegation representing 
various organisations, who protes- 
ted against the arch sentence 
passed on Brazilian leader Carlos 
Prestes. The ambassador officially 
promised that a commission would 
be allowed to visit Prestes and 
the other political prisoners. 

RESIGNATION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 

The Tokio government resigned 
recently. The anti government par- 
ties have const! tued a bloc. The 
military, however are active, and 
demand an even more pro-fascist 
government. 



We have received the following 
telegram, which we are pleased to 
publish. 

Regret shortness of stay 
compels me to send written 
greetings to all friends off 
Spain especially my fellow 
Americans in International 
Brigade and hospital units 
Long Live the Spanish Re- 
public. — NORMAN THO- 
MAS. 



THE FIVE YEAR PLAN 

In the summer sowings, 25% of 
the land had already been sown 
by last May. The state collective 
farms filled the plan for the year 
to 63%. The Kolkovs sowed 71 
million hectares of land as against 
60 millions last year. 



BANK STRIKE 

The clerks of the Casablanca 
commercial bank, Morocco, have 
gon3 on strike for a rise in salary, 
and have occupied the premises. 
It Is remarkable that the bank 
clerks, last to take part in the so- 
cial movement, should go on 
strike. 



ON THE AMERICAN 
FRONT 

STEEL BATTLE ON 

Ninety-thousand stel workers, 
under the Committes for Indus- 
trial Organization, walked out on 
strike when steel “bosses” refused 
to come to terms with the Steel 
Workers’Organizing Committee. 
The strike is spread over 5 states 
taking in 15 cities. 

Embarrassed by the fact that 
some big steel plants have signed 
agreements, “independent” Ame- 
rican firms, producing 40 per cent 
of the country's steel, are prepar- 
ing for a fight to a finish with 
the C. I. O. 

President Murray, Pittsburgh 
C. I. O. chief, has exposed the fact 
that criminals and notorious 
gangsters are being used as strike- 
breakers. The steel plants have 
on hand large supplies of tear gas 
bombs, machine-guns, and rifles, 
which are placed at the disposal 
of the police-defenders of “law 
and order”. Large supplies of food 
for the scabs who are being for- 
ced to remain inside the plants 
during the strike are being stored. 
One of them is reported to have 
bought refrigerators, beds, linen, 
and other needs for the long siege. 

In Chicago 5 steel strikers were 
killed by police; many more were 
injured in clashes on the picket 
line. Mass pickets around the 
plants demanded the immediate 
arrest of the perpertrators of the 
crimes, and the immediate eva- 
cuation of the strikebreakers. 

Some steel plants have resorted 
to dropping of food by airplane to 
their “loyal” warkers jailed with- 
in the plants. 

MOKE GERMAN WORKERS 
CONDEMNED 

For the first, the German press 
has been compelled to admit the 
existence of numerous trials of 
German werkers who are accused 
of sympathising with Republican 
Spain. It is announced from Karl- 
sruhe that the tribunal of the 
tow*n has sentenced E. Kemmp 
to 14 months hard labor, and 
A. Dingier to 6 months imprison- 
ment. 

These two workers were accused 
of having wished to got to Ma- 
drid to enroll in the loyalist ranks 
to fight against international fas- 
cism. 



THE BARBER SHOP 




Cleanliness in the rough. 



. ’ v. 




Celling (he grub. 



DIANA (U. G. T.).— Larra, 0. Madrid 
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THE POLICY OF BRITISH IMPERIALISM 



During the whole course of the 
Civil War and invasion of Spain 
no question has been put more 
frequently than the following: 
What is the basis of the British 
Government's policy towards 
Spain? Again and again the attm 
tension has been drawn to the ap- 
parently glaring paradox that an 
imperialist power whose most 
vital interest demands the keep- 
ing of control over the Mediterr- 
anean should permit Italy and 
Germany to threaten of take that 
control from it. And with Italy 
installed in the Balearic Islands 
and Germany with powerful inter- 
ests in Spain and the North Coast 
of Africa opposite Gibraltar (Ceu- 
ta) the threat would become an 
accomplished fact. Or again, 
since it is evident that the fascist 
dictators are attempting to sur- 
round France with a ring of anti- 



democratic powers (a fascist 
Spain, Germany and Italy), why 
does not the Brutish Government 
safe-guard its old and possibly 
future ally? To answer this qu- 
estion we must begin by asking 
two more. What is the British 
policy? and v>nat is the National 
Government doing at home? 

TWO TYPES OF POLICY 

The first is a policy of so-called 
Non-Intervention which in effect 
has been connivance at Italo-Qer- 
man intervention. 

The second has been Mediation. 
The half-hearted and soon aband- 
oned attempt to dlsoive the whole 
struggle between foreign fascism 
and democracy in Spain. In this 
type of policy can be included the 
attempt to withdraw “non-Spanish 
combatants”. 



Non-Intervention was undoubt- 
edly a British invention, forced 
upon France, whose Popular Front 
Government in July 1936 asked 
London whether it would support 
France in the invent of war break- 
ing out as a result of the Blum 
Government aiding Spain. The 
answer was that the French Go- 
vernment sould expect no aid 
from the British Government. 

It must be noticed that the 
British Govemement has persis- 
tently striven to include the vio- 
lating powers, Italy and Germa- 
ny, within the machinery of Non- 
Intervention, knowing perfectly 
well that they would break their 
word. Today, after the bombard- 
ment of Almeria, the British Go- 
vernment is still negotiation with 
Hitler and Mussolini to bring them 
back into the Control Committee 
which they have left in an effort 



to provoke war. In other words, 
the British Government Is prepa- 
red to tolerate any criminal hy- 
pocrisy provided no public decla- 
ration of war in made. 

At a certain stage mediation 
between Franco and the Spanish 
Government is proposed. This fan- 
tastic idea must have some sig- 
nificance: what Is it? Is it the 
desire to put off a decisive event 
and by causing a state of stagna- 
tion and Indecision to gain time 
or to shelve the whole issue ? 
Does it represent a desire to avoid 
a world out-break by persuading 
Hitler and Mussolini to withdraw ? 
If so, then it is pouring a spoon- 
ful of oil on a raging ocean. Ne- 
vertheless, though Its policy is 
actually ADVANCING the out- 
break of war, it appears that the 
British Government Is PLAYING 
FOR TIME. 

(Continued en page •) 




Once a Spanish city PALMA I)E MALLORCA I* now Italian, fascist* have used the Cathedral as an ammunition dump. In this harbor Italian 

ships are now illegaly moored. 
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Pension law for defenders of 
democracy enforced by 
New Government 



ALL INTERNATIONAL 
RIGHTS MUST BE RETURNED 
TO SPAIN 



The “GACETA DE LA REPU- 
BLICA" for May 21, 1937, No. 141 
publishes the following decree: 

"Because the emergency beco- 
mes more pressing daily and be- 
cause the legal decrees concern- 
ing the rights of those who are 
fighting for the People and for 
the Republic's cause have not been 
enforced and because the rules of 
procedure for obtaining pensions 
have not been made public, the 
following has been decreed: 

Following an agreement arrived 
at in the Council of Ministers, and 
after a motion by the President, 
the following has been decreed: 

Article 1. — All personnel within 
the cadres cf the armed unities of 
the Defense of the Republic 
against military rebellion, as well 
as the civilian functionaries which, 
within the same conditions have 
or will be rendered invalid after 
July 17th, 1936, within the terms 
and circumstances specified by 
articles 62, 63, and 64 of the 
Statute of Pensions in force, shall 
have the right to receive a pen- 
sion, the amounts specified by the 
mentioned articles and by Art. 60 
and 61 of the same Statute in re- 
lation to the one which stipulates 
the salary of 10 pesetas pay for 
soldiers and corporals, volunteers 
and milicias not included in the 
regular army payroll. 

Article 2. — The corps, units or 
dependents within which they shall 
have rendered their services, those 
afflicted by invalidity or disabled, 
shall be careful to continue to 
keep on their respective payrolls 
the names of the above mentioned 
cases until those interested shall 
have presented the legal papers 
of procedure here in described: 

a) Request t^he Director of 
the Public Debt and of Pensions 
to solicit the pension. 

b) A certificate made by the 
chief of the Corps or Unit in 
which the interested person was 
serving or in the supplementary 
case mentioned in article 2 of the 
War Ministery Circular cl Octo- 
ber 4, 1936. In this certificate 
there shall be described the war 
event in which the wound was 
received and also the salary re- 



ceived by the presumptive in- 
valid. 

c) A medical certificate accre- 
diting the invalid with the injur- 
ies claimed. 

Article 4 — The presentation of 
the above described file shall be 
sufficient for the Finance Trea- 
sury to include him in the pay- 
rolls «of the Pension Funds with 
the same pay they received when 
in active service, and starting 
with the date of exclusion from 
the original army unity. 

Article 5. — The Direction of the 
Pension Fund shall take cogni- 
sance of the files as described in 
article 4 and shall act according 
to the rule established by the Pen- 
sions Laws of September, 15, 1932 

Article 6. — The Decree of Au- 
gust 11, and the supplementary 
orders shall be considered supple- 
mentary of this law with the 
exception of the food pension no- 
ted in article 4 of the order pre- 
viously mentioned. 

Article 7. — The President of the 
Minister’s Council and the Minis- 
ters of National Defense, Interior, 
Finanoes and Economy shall es- 
tablish the rules for its enactment. 

Valencia on May 19, 1937. — Ma- 
nuel Azaiia, President of the Re- 
public . — Juan Negrin, President of 
the Council of Ministers." 



GENERAL MOLA 




He's prettier now that he's got 
wings. 



A group of European workifig 
class leaders have written a ma- 
nifesto asking the end of fascist 
aggression. 

A group of personalities well 
known in the International Labor 
Movement now in Spain, and 
among whom are: Julius Deutsch, 
Austrian; Luigi Gallo, and Pietro 
Nenni, Italians; Jean Delavigne, 
Beige; Francois Bilious, French 
and Franz Dahlem and Eeinrich 
Kuttner, Germans, have issued a 
manifesto which we publish here 
and which was the result of the 
dangerous situation provoked by 
the bombardment of Almeria. 

“The bombardment of the open 
city of Almeria by the German 
warships, has proved that Inter- 
national Control is only a fraud 
on the part of the Fascist Go- 
vernments. The International si- 
tuation has reached a dangerous 
point of tension. The fact that 
the fascist states have decided to 
no longer participate in the Con- 
trol proves that, after veiled inter- 
vention they are getting ready to 
carry out open war actions on 
Republican Spain, provoking the- 
reby a serious war danger for all 
Europe. 

In face of this, we feel obliged 
to declare that we are in every 
way on the side of the Spanish 
workers, which in their last ap- 
peals have demonstrated that they 
will remain united in the future, 
as they have In the past, in their 
fight against the fascist rebels, 
for the defense of liberty and for 
the independence of Spain. 

These parties and organisations 
have asked the International work- 
ers movement to strengthen their 
solidarity towards Republican 
Spain with vigilant actions. These 
actions, if properly carried out 
can be as profitable on the poli- 
tical arena as they have been on 
the humanitarian field. 

We hope that workers organi- 
zations and all other anti-fascist 
forces of the world will give evi- 
dence of the same cohesion and 
of the same indestructible unity 
In the fight against fascism, and 
we remind the workers that their 
goals have never been reached 
excepf thru their own efforts. 

The realization of this unity can 



end the vacilations and the equi- 
vocal moves of the governments 
which are in contact with the Po- 
pular Front Government of Spain. 
We ask them to concentrate all 
their forces towards obtaining the 
following: 

1. The withdrawal of German 
and Italian warships from Spanish 
waters. 

2. The end of all blockade 
against Republican Spain. 

S. To end the foreign interven- 
tion in Spain and to strongly op- 
pose fascist governments from in- 
creasing their intervention. 

4. To return to Spain all Its 
International Rights.” 



A peaceful little street in Almeria, 
now a shambles. 



U. S. OPINION STILL GROWING 

The Spanish Ambassador in 
Washington, Seflor De Los Rios, 
states that in North America, es- 
pecially in the United States, public 
opinion in support of the Spanish 
Republic is growing stronger day 
by day. 

SPANISH SHIP RELEASED 

The Washington Court of Ap- 
peals has judged that the Spanish 
Merchant Ship “Novemar” is the 
property of the legitimate Spa- 
nish Government and has ordered 
the Brooklyn authorities to im- 
mediately set it free. 
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THE GO 



As one of the measures taken 
to prevent a repetition of the rec- 
ent disgraceful events in Catalo- 
nia, the Government on June 4th 
disolved the Patrullas de Control 
(The Control Patrols). Some ex- 
planation of this may be useful. 

After the July days street vigi- 
lance and the control of communi- 
cations were necessarily in the 
hands of the Popular Front orga- 
nizations. While effective, there 
was naturally little organization 
of the work, with the result that 
far too much man and rifle power 
was used. Barcelona, long after all 
danger had passed, appeared full 




LlIIS COMPANYS, President of the 
Goneralltat of Catalonia, a staunch 
friend on the Popular Front. 



of an armed poulation. Rifles ne- 
vertheless were lacking at the 
front! Finally, in order to regula- 
rize this work, in October the Ge- 
nerality created the Patrullas in 
which were representatives of all 
parties On the whole this was a 
distinct improvement. 

Unfortunately, many elements 
were admitted who bore no loyalty 
to the Popular Front Government ; 
Trotskyites, incontrollables, and 
other disrupters. The result was 
that there were grave abuses in 
certain districts. As a result of 
these and of the diminished utility 
of the Patrols masses of people 
began to demand their suppres- 
sion. Some of these patrols even 
played an active part in the fasc- 
ist and counter-revolutionary ris- 
ing of May 6. 



VERNMENT TAKES ACTION 
IN CATALONIA 



THE PARTIES REACT 
AGAINST PATROLS 

On May 15, therefore, the Ple- 
num of the United Socialist Party 
demanded their suppression. Pre- 
viously, that party's delegates had 
been withdrawn; the U. G. T. had 
already done the same. Then the 
Esquerra (Catalan Left Republi- 
can Party) ordered its representa- 
tives to withdraw because on the 
morning of the rising "the patrols 
received orders frankly hostile to 
the Governmen”. (Who gave these 
orders ? ) 

Meanwhile the special judge ap- 
pointed to enquire Into the events 
of May 6 had been compelled to 
disolve individual patrols. For ins- 
tance, on the 23rd of May the Jun- 
quera Patrol on the French border 
was abolished. In this region some 
of the Patrols were working in 
conjunction with terrorist bands, 
as at Orriol where the same judge 
arrested 4 men who had taken 
part in the murder of 17 innocent 
people, mostly peasants who had 
objected to such things as forced 
collectivization. This band had te- 
rrorized a whole region, the villa- 
ges of Orriol, Vilahur, Calabuig 
and BAscara. At a. house called 
Hostal de Dalt (The Upper Inn) 
a large store of modern arms was 
discovered. 



At Puigcerda tb.s judge also 
unearthed a whr.le arsenal of 
21 rifles of unspecified type, 79 
Remingtons, 26 Mausers, 20 Musk- 
ets, 26 Win.nesters, 49 Carbines, 
384 She. -guns, 126 hand grenades, 
11 bcv.es of rifle ammunition, 74 
cases of dynamite, 4.000 percus- 
sion caps, a case of machine gun 
belts, two sub-machine guns and 
a mortar. The types indicate that 
this material had been stolen from 
the Aragon Front which the Trot- 
skyites say has been starved of 
arms by the Valencia Government 
acting on the orders of Moscow! 

THE LAST STRAW 

Then, during the Government’s 
search for arms in Barcelona the 
provocative role of the patrol was 
put beyond doubt. Assault guards, 
while searching a house for illegal 
arms, were shot at by membem 
of a patrol. The National Guard 
who protested at an illegal house 
search by a patrol was murdered. 
Other crimes finally disgusted 
even their last supporters. With 
the people hating the incontrolla- 
bles of the "control", with res- 
ponsible organizations like the 
U. G. T., the Esquerra, and the 
United Socialist Party denounc- 
ing them, the Government disolv- 
ed the counter-revolutionary units 
on June 4th. 




ANTONIO SEtt, General Secretary 
vt the U. G. T. of Catalonia, mur- 
dered by pro-fascist elements. 



FASCIST CABINET PLOT SPOI- 
LED 

According to nows from rebel 
Spain, June 7, was to be the day 
that a Government presided by 
General Mol* was to be institu- 
ted. This government was to oe 
formed under the oath of General 
Franoo, chief of Nationalist Spain, 
without waiting for the fall of 
Bilbao. 

The ex-Count De Rodezno, far- 
mer leader of the CarBst Party, 
was to have the Portfolio of Ad- 
ministrator of Foreign Affairs. 

The accomplishment of this 
scheme was prevented by the 
“unfortunate” death of the “be- 
loved” General Mola, and now It 
appears that In view of indignant 
pressure by foreign countries to- 
ward the latest fascist atrocities 
the formation of tills illegal ca- 
binet will not take place, at least 
not at this time. The new chief 
of the fascist at Burgos Is Ge- 
neral .lord ana, a fascist politician, 
bed-mate of Hitler and Mussolini. 

COLLECTS COMMISSION 

From reliable sources It is lear- 
ned that the rich banker, Juan 
March, arrived at Gibraltar a few 
days ago after having raised 
300.000.000 francs for Franco 
abroad. Collecting fll-st his com- 
mission, he turned the balance 
over to his stooge, Franco. 




VICENTE URIBE and ALVAREZ DEL VAYO, two strong guarantees of 
progress and demoeracy la the New r Government. 
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THE ANTI-FASCIST FIGHT ON THE WHEAT FIELDS 



The Spanish field workers and 
peasantry are on the eve of the 
climax of the agricultural year, 
the reaping, threshing and win- 
nowing ot the wheat crops. Upon 
the successful carrying out of this 
work, undertaken at the end of 
June and throughout July, not 
only the prosperity of the field 
workers depends but the welfare 
of the anti-fascist army and the 
future of Spain. 

Before describing the measures 
taken by the Popular rFont Go- 
vernment to assist this work it 
may be interesting to know how 
harvesting is done in Spain. Natu- 
rally there are many grades of 
technique in use from the most 
modem to the most primitive. As 
a general rule the methods will 
be quite different from those used 
in the States or in Great Britain. 

To begin- with reaping. Large 
collectives and cooperatives will 



possess reaping and binding ma- 
chinery, mostly imported from 
abroad, but a very large part of 
this work will be done by sickle 
and scythes. The comrades of the 
transport sevice may see the scy- 
the and cradle in use; with this 
tool a deft movement of the wrist 
leaves the wheat in a neat pile 
ready to be gathered into sheaves. 

THE THRESHING FLOOR 
SURVIVES 

It is in the threshing that the 
greatest difference is to be seen. 
To begin with the most primitive 
tool, the flail. All comrades will 
know what this is, in principle 
two sticks of wood with a flexible 
joint of leather or chain with 
which the wheat is beaten. This 
however is not much in use in 
Spain. Almost as primitive is the 
"trillo", the oldest from of which 
is still widely in use, particularly 



in the great mountain chains which 
sire the feature of the Spanish 
landscape. The trillo is a kind of 
sledge on the underside of which, 
instead of runners, are "rows of 
sharp flints embedded in the 
wood. (The artist has had a shot 
ait drawing a trillo and a scythe 
and cradle.) More modern exam- 
ples have blsides of metal, while 
triUos of industrial manufacture 
are fairly common. These are in 
principle the same but have ranks 
of sharp edge steel discs or wheels 
instead of flints or blades. Thresh- 
ing machinery also exists. 

THE MEANING OF A PHRASE 

The manner of using the trillo 
is simple. Wheat is thrown on to 
the era or threshing floor and the 
trillo is drawn round and round 
by an ox, horse or a mule (or 
yokes of them) thus cutting up 
the whole stalk and head into a 





A “trillo" and cradle scythe. 



mixture of chaff and grain. The 
biblical phrase “Thou shall not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth the 
“corn” refers to Just this opera- 
tion. It is possible that comrades 
will already have noticed the 
“eras” or threshing floors. They 
look like small dancing floors and 
in fact during village feasts are 
often used for this purpose. Usua- 
lly circular, they may have a 
floor of beaten earth or of brick 
paving or fine cobbles and very 
often are surrounded by a low 
wall, to prevent the wind blowing 
directly onto the floor and about 
the right height for taking a 
breather. 

During the operation of thresh- 
ing the long stalks are raked out 
by women or children and from 
time to time the short chaff and 
grain are swept aside. This mixtu- 
re is then flung into the air for 
the wind to separate, this opera- 
tion being usually done by women. 
Motor-driven winnowing plant was 
gradually coming in, but was 
usually too expensive for the pea- 
santry. 

It is to this back-ground then, 
that the effort of the government 
and the Popular Front Parties 
must be related. 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
MAKES A CALL 

On the 8th of June the Natio- 
nal Agrarian Commission of the 
Communist Party issued a stir- 
ring appeal to the Popular Front 
masses, from which we take the 
following: “Comrades, we are on 
the eve of the gathering of the 
wheat harvest. In conjunction 
with this there goe> a whole se- 
ries of cancrete measures to assu- 
re the people, bread. The pre- 
paration of the machinery, clean- 
ing of the grain stores, the creat- 
ing of shock brigades to work all 
necessary hours in competition, the 
opening of trenches or plowed 
areas to prevent spreading of fi- 
res on the larger sown expanses, 
and this in order to foil the in- 
cendiary activities of the enemy 
aviation; the helping of towns by 
other towns, etc., in order that not 
a single grain remain ungathered 




A peasant- soldier, a common .Iffht 
now. 



and that not a single arm remain 
idle in the rear-guard. During 
this campaign in every town or 
village throughout loyal Spain, 
the Municipal Councils, the Agra- 
rian Committees, Administration 
Committees, Field Workers 
Unions, Collectives and Peasants 
Cooperative* must get together 




Typical Castilian peasant. 



to elaborate plans to guarantee 
the gathering In of the wheat 
crop. In all important towns 
Assistance Brigades must be for- 
med to go into the countryside..." 

In Madrid these shock brigades 
have already begun to be organi- 
zed. Groups of mechanics in par- 
ticular are being collected to tend 
the agricultural machinery. To 
bring all these operations into an 
orderly plan, to insure the pea- 
sants and field workers receiving 
justice and a fair price, as well 
as to conserve the grain in the 
most efficient way, the Minister 
of Agriculture has issued a decree 
signed by President Azafia and 
dated June the 7th. Summarized 
it is as follows: 

Article 1. The Minister Is aut- 
horized to take over wheat crops 
on a basis of payment. The pro- 
portion necessary for seed will be 
reserved, as also that required for 
the collective or individual con- 
sumption of the owners of the 
crop. 

Article 2. Enacts that the local 
authorities shall furnish lists of 
crops and storage places and other 
necessary information to the agri- 
cultural authority of the region. 

Article 3. Chiefs of agricultu- 
ral departments will exercise ins- 
pection in order that Article 2 
3hall be observed. 

Article 4 All operations in 
wheat shall he authorized by per 
mils taken out from the agricul- 



tural authorities in purchasing re- 
gions and presented for indorse- 
ment to authorities in selling re- 
gioas. Applications from Bas- 
que and Catalan areas must be 
made direct to the Minister of 
Agriculture. No wheat may be 
moved without permit. 

Article 5. Permits will be gran- 
ted to municipal supply commit- 
tees and official organisms. All 
other bodies requiring special con- 
cessions must apply to the Mi- 
nister. 

Article 6. Neither provincial 
nor municipal councils shall pla- 
ce taxes on wheat. Regulation 
of wheat commerce is entirely in 
the hands of the Minister. 

Article 7. All other regulation 
are annulled. The present law 
shall be presented to Cortes (Par- 
liament or Congress). 

The Minister of Agri-uiture re- 
cently declared that it was neces- 
sary, in order to encourage pro- 
duction, to guarantee to the gro- 
wers that they shou! i not be des- 
poiled by “incontrollables", and 
that a fair price should be given 
for produce. In this decree we 
see that he has kept his word. 
No more chaos in agriculture! No 
more so called “socialization” 
against the will of the peasants! 
In this way the civilian popula- 




The editor does this sometimes for 
swank. 



tion and the army will be gua- 
ranteed their bread without which 
the Spanish people cannot defeat 
the fascist invaders. AH success 
to the Minister of Agriculture! 



NOTE 

The printer of last week’s 
edition robbed 5.400 of the 
meals. In the article “The 
Development of the Peo- 
ple’s Army”, subchapter 
“The beginnings of a Cen- 
tral Intendencia” we Inten- 
ded to say that the Villecas 
unit of the Communist Par- 
ty supplied 6.000 meals a 
day not 600. We ask rea- 
ders to excuse spelling mis 
takes as the Spanish com- 
rades who set up the “Vo- 
lunteer” find the English 
language more troublesome 
than the readers find the 
Spanish. 



JEAN HARLOWE DIES 
IN HOLLYWOOD 

Jean Harlow e, well known mo- 
tion picture actress, died In Holly- 
wood a few days ago. 

Although she was often com- 
pelled to act in insipid or even 
reactionnary roles, she always 
succeeded in reliev ing the boredom 
or vileness of the plot by stn»crb 
acting. Jean Harlow e> was one of 
that little bunch of actors, who 
for years worked towards the 
unionization of the motion picture 
industry. Before her death she 
saw the era it organized, and in 
militant action. 



BELGIUM GOVERNMENT GI- 
VES 

The Van Zcelaud Government 
of Belgium has just contributed 
250.000 francs to the Internatio- 
nal Commlttes of the Cruz Roja 
for the aid of Eoyal Spain. In the 
past week more than 100 mass 
meetings wer«* held to express the 
solidarity of the Belgium workers 
for the Spanish people. 
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THE POLICY OF 

(Continued from page •) 
WHAT IS IT DOING AT HOME? 

The outstanding, mountainous 
fact is that the British Govern- 
ment is conducting a terrific re- 
armament. In the course of the 
next 5 years it proposes to spend 
at least 10.500 million pounds or 
42.000 million dollars! It will 
spend 88 million pounds in 1937 on 
the Air Force alone, while 148 
warships are at present in cons- 
truction, 5 of them giant battle- 
ships and 20 the most modern 
type of cruiser. British industry 
is thus being converted in a start- 
ling manner a war basis, with a 
consequent beem in engineering 
stocks. 

AGAINST WHOM IS THE BRI- 
TISH GOVERNMENT ARMING? 

It is the British Empire which 
the Government seeks to defend, 
naturally, and principally what 
may be called the Great Line to 
the Far East; that line of exploi- 
tation which leads through the 
Mediterraean Colonies and areas 
of influence, Palestine, Arabia, 
Egypt and the Sudan, and on- 
ward Past Kenya to the center 
point of India, thence to East In- 
dies, Borneo, New Guinea, the 
British interests in Malaya and 
finally Singapore and Hong-Kong 
and the huge capital investments 
in Southern and Central China. 

The three danger points are 
obviously the Far East, the Medi- 
terranean, and the English Chan- 
nel. The first no doubt has hitherto 
been the most likely spot for an 
outbreak of war, the English 
Channel has certainly been the 
most vital strategically. It beco- 
mes more vital to control it now 
that the war peril has so drama- 
tically shifted to Europe. The 
question, therefore, is who might 
gain control of the Channel and 
the Mediterranean and how can 
that be avoided, according to the 
British Government, until such 
time as its rearmament is comple- 
ted? 

BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY IN 

POST WAR PERIOD 

A brief analysis of this will 
help us to answer the question 
against whom is Britain arming. 
It would have seemed most rea- 
sonable for Great Britain to have 



BRITISH IMPERIALISM 

firmly supported a general policy 
of International Disarmament and 
collective security (but without a 
great army and navy, how could 
India and the Eastern possessions 
be forced to remain in the Em- 
pire?) This the British Govern- 
ment has not done. It has done 
the contrary. Failing to strenghten 
the League of Nations and failing 



elsewhere to pursue peace poli- 
cies. In 1931, for instance, the 
United States Government twice 
vainly approached the British Go- 
vernment to get it to issue a joint 
protest against Japanese aggres- 
sion in Manchuria. The British 
Government preferred to shift the 
Far Eastern war danger north- 
wards, away from Hong-Kong, and 



TOWARDS THE U. S. S. R. 
BORDER. 

Yet another paradox present it- 
self, the fact that the British Go- 
vernment and the British finan- 
cial oligarchy has aided German 
rearmament and has pursued a 
policy toward the Hitler Govern- 
ment which has undoubtedly in- 
creased its arrogance. Not only 
did Hitler find financial help in 
the city, but the master trust Im- 



perial Chemical Industry has sup : 
plied Germany with the vital war 
necessity nickel. Why has the 
British Government taken this 
line? 

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S 
FEAR OF COMMUNISM 

Here lies the key to the con- 
fusion and contradiction in the 



L I T V ! N O F 




Champion of a regenerated and effective League of Nation*. Feared by 
Hitler and Mussolini. 



foreign policy of the reactionary 
British bourgoisie. Whatsoever 
problem emerges in the world it 
is Communism which is at the 
bottom of it. If the masses of In- 
dia demand their liberty, it is 
Communism. If there is trouble in 
the Far East, then the Commun- 
ists are about to drench China in 
b’oed. The French Popular Front 
Government is Communist, the 
Spanish Government, above all 
when it defends itself, is yet 
another mask for the Communist 
Peril. And above all, seeing and 
hating the tremendous successes 
of the Soviet Union, the British 
Government turns toward Hitler 
:s a dam to the Red Flood. 

And yet there can be no doubt 
that it was primarily the fear of 
German rearmament which promp- 
ted the British Government to its 
present colossal arms drive. Es- 
pecially when Hitler and Goering 
demand the restoration of former 
German Colonies and begin to en- 
tertain speculations such as "if 
we had only a tiny fraction of the 
British Empire.” But there was 
another outlet for German Impe- 
rialism, mentioned by Hitler ut the 
Nurenburg Congress of the Nazi 
Party. The Ukraine. 

And that provides the solution. 
"Why not remove the peril of 
Communism and the danger of 
German Imperialism by encourag- 
ing Hitler to attack the U.S.S.R.!” 
This was the brilliant idea which 
the British bourgoisie conceived. 
Meanwhile, playing always for li- 
me, the British Government piles 
up a crushing mountain of arma- 
ment (crushing to those who will 
have to provide the profits and 
the interests). The armaments n: ay 
be necessary. If Germany attacks 
the U. S. S. R. and is beaten?... 
Or if in the last resort the British 
Government decides to go to the 
aid of Hitler against the Moscow 
terror?... Or if Hitler strikes at 
a spread-eagled and shaky Empi- 
re? In any case 10.500 million 
pounds invested and yielding pro- 
fits will provide some comfort. 
Therfore, for the present play for 
time. Even if Spain be martyrized 
because of a sightless and blunde- 
ring policy which actually brings 
war nearer by strenghtening fas- 
cism. 

IS THERE ALTERNATIVE 
POLICY? 

Perhaps it was not simple con- 
fusion that prompted the British 
Government's Non - Intervention 
policy. Aware of the canker at 
the heart of British Capitalism, 
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THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT 
IN BRITAIN 



confronted with “dissension” in 
the Empire the British Goveme- 
ment began to look longingly 
at the apparent fascist solution 
and to think that Democracy 
was dangerous. Democracy began 
to look like Communism; espe- 
cially Spanish democracy. The 
Spanish Popular Front Govern- 
ment of February 1936, liberal in 
program, and without a single So- 
cialist or Communist among its 
ministers was yet another danger. 
Fearing a European war would 
break out before it was armed to 
the teeth, yet fearing the Popular 
Front democracies as well, the 
British Government adopted jts 
present confused and disgraceful 
line towards Spain. A line which 
brings its own nemesis in the 
strengthening of German and Ita- 
lian Imperialisms. 

Yet had the Western Democra- 
cies taken a firm line and given 




AlnerU. The footmark* of fascism. 



the Spanish Government its rights 
under the Covenant of the Leagut 
of Nations there would have beet 
no world, war, and collective : e- 
curity would have received a 
mighty access of strength. Hitler 
and Mussolini would not h tve 
pitted themselves against a ieso- 
lute world. There was another 
line, the line of the Soviet Union 
and Popular Front. The way of 
democracy and peace. 

it is from this stand point that 
we must view the recent appeal 
of the Spanish, Socialist and Com- 
munist Party and the U. G. T. 
To their respective Internationals 
demanding unity of action in 
defence of Spanish democracy. It 
is not too late! If the world pro- 
letariat, and with it the progres- 
sive middle classes, begin a sweep- 
ing drive for a change of policy, 
above all if the Labor Party, and 
the English Trade Unions begin 
such a campaign the British Go- 
vernment may yet be forced to 
abide by the Covenant of the Lea- 
gue of Nations and come to the 
aid of Spain. The British Govern- 
ment might even be driven out f 
office. What will the Second In- 
ternational and the I. F. T. U. do ? 

One thing is certain the Spanish 
people will fight on, and with them 
the true democrats of the Inter- 
national Brigades until the fas- 
cist invader is defeated. On Span- 
ish soil the freedom of the world 
is being defended. 



What do the Second Inter- 
national and the I. F. T. U. 
mean? 

To the demands of Spanish dem- 
ocrats for united action among 
the three great Internationals De 



The advancing movement of the 
industrial workers in Britain has 
suffered a severe blow as a result 
of the settlement in the London 
Busmens strike and the proposed 
Miners General strike. 

In both instances the workers 
have failed to achieve their full 
demands, but in the case of the 
Haworth miners they have gained 
recognition of the M. F. G. B. and 
by the fus on with the Spencer 
Union the: miners as whole are 
in a s* . onger position to exercise 
cont ol over the Spencer officials. 

The fight of the Raworth mi- 
r.ers was weakened due to the 
sectional character of the Miners 
Federation of Gt. Britain, the Fe- 
deration being composed of Dis- 
trict unions, one of which was the 
Nottinghamshire Miners Union. 
The strike has shown the serious 
need for a single Union with cen- 
tral policy. 

The Busmens strike was ham- 
pered at the outset by the refusal 
of the E. C. of the Transport and 
General Workers Union, to allow 
the Tramwaymen to come out 
alongside the Busmen. 

The decision of the E. C. in or- 
dering the men back to work on 
the vague possibilities of a se- 
ven and a half hour day, has 
created great anger and disppotnt- 
ment among the men. 

Despite these experiences the 
wave of unrest is rising. The Rail- 



Brduckere of the Second Intern- 
ational has replied that the Pres- 
ident and Secretary have not the 
necessary powers to adhere to the 
Committee of United Action pro- 
posed by Dimitroff. 

It is the U. G. T. organ “Cla- 
ridad”, in its number of the 10th 
of June, which makes the follow- 
ing bitter comment. “The I.F.T.U. 
and the Second International are 
boycotting all organic and effic- 
ient action on the part of the In- 
ternational proletariat in favor of 
Republican Spain." 

But this must not be allowed 
to continue, the call must go out 
again, from toe Spanish mass or- 
ganizations, from Comrade Dimi- 
troff, from every sincere demo- 
crat in toe three Internationals. 
The Second International must 
change its policy. The peace of 
toe world demands it. The mas- 
ses demand it. 



way Companies have rejected the 
men's demands for increased wa- 
ges and improved conditions. The- 
re is a very strong feling among 
the Railmen that the demands 
should be taken to the National 
Tribunal and if refused that strong 
action ahoula be taken. 

The Association of Postmasters, 
the National Union of Clerks, the 
International Textile Workers and 
the Co-operativo Womens confe- 
rence have all gone on record for 
the 40 hour week. 

The Silversmiths hawe won all 
round wage increases whilst the 
engineers, dockers, aircraft wor- 
ker*, insurance officers and engi- 
neers to the chemical industry are 
all advancing wage claims. 

The movement shows every sign 
of developing and has a real ba- 
sis in the cost of living which has 
risen sinde 1933 by 2s 4d. in the 
pound afid the terrific speed up 
in industries, which has been in- 
tensified in connection with the 
national governments rearma- 
ment programme. 




Mister ,\I ISSOLI N I is absolutely 
shameless. 



YUGOSLAV STUDENT 
PROTEST 

Hundreds og Yugoslak stu- 
dents demonstrated recently befo- 
re a Belgrade hotel occupied by 
the German Government official 
schemer, Von Neurath, protesting 
and shouting “Down with fas- 
cism” and “Down with Hitlerism”. 

The police dispersed the demons- 
trators and arrested a number of 
them. 
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CONGRESS OF THE BRITISH 
COMMUNIST PARTY 



The Fourteenth Congress of the 
Ccmmunist Party of Gt. Britain, 
which was held recently, was one 
of the most important ever held 
in the history of the British work- 
ing class movement. Five hun- 
dred delegates attended along 
with many visitors from other 
working class organisations. 

The Congress was remarkable 
from the outset by its high note 
of enthusiasm, which was parti 
cularly demonstrated when com- 
rade D. F. Springhalt, who was 
wounded in the fighting on the 
Jarama front, rose to move an 
emergency resolution on the Spa- 
nish struggle. 

The Congress adopted a strong 
note of condemnation of the Bri- 
tish National Government, which 
in the terms of the resolution, 
w a s “attempting to reinforce 
Franco’s efforts to carry through 
a blockade of Spanish ports”... 
has consistently helped Franco 
by its support of the policy of 
non-intervention and who togcthe: 
with Hitler and Mussolini is the 
main accomplice of Franco”. 

The Congress stated that the 
’’mediation” proposals of the Bri 
tish Govt, were designed to sav«* 
Franco from defeat and to del y 
the legal lights of the Spanish 
Democratic Government. The 
Congress stressed the heavy res 
ponsibility which lay upon the 
leadership of the Labour Party 
and Trade Union Congress for 
having weakened the fight of de- 
mocracy against the fascist ons- 
laught, by its support of the Go- 
vernment policy of “non-interven- 
tion” and refusal to undertake 
any campaign in support of the 
Spanish People 

A glowing tribute was paid by 
the Congress to the British Batta- 
lion which it declared “ has saved 
fh> honour of the British working 
i to. h.s morement" . 

The Congress emphasised its 
complete solidarity with the no. 
Peoples Front Govt, in Spain and 
l he policy which it has outlined 
and sharply condemned the Trot ; 
kyist P. O. U. M. for its attempt 

provoke armed warfare in the 
rear "in the interests of Fr«*nco”. 

.1 K. Campbell sharply criticised 
the I L P. for its support of ihe 
P o. U. M. exposing the I. L. P’s 
false analogies between the situa- 



tion in Barcelona and that of 
Russia in 1917 during the Ke- 
rensky period. 

Campbell pointed out the histo- 
rical and practical difference in 
the two situations; Kc nsky re- 
presented the fundamental forces 
of Russian capitalism. Neither 
the Government of Catalonia or 
the Republic is Kerensky. They 
represent the Popular masses and 
the decisive influence is in the 
hands of the working class orga- 
nisations. 

iThv fundamental forces of 
Spanish capitalism are represen- 
t'd by General Franco ! 




\H«*r an aerial bomhartlinwnt of 
Yalenria. 



Harry Pollitt stated that “we 
are seriously desirous of working 
with the I. L. P. and every other 
working class organisation but 
we cannot tolerate any longer a 
situation where unity is made the 
cover for disruption and disinte- 
gration' . 

The Congress demanded free- 
dom of trade for the Spanish Go- 
vernment withdrawal of Italian 
and German ships and troops, the 
application of League Sanctions 
against the Fascists, material aid. 
refuge for the Spanish children 
;:nd support for the British Bat- 
alion. 

Greetings from the Congress 
were sent to the British and 
Irish comrades and to the Ame- 
rican Battalion. 



BRITISH ARMY RESERVISTS 
AND PALESTINE 

The annual conference of the 
British Legion adopted a resolu- 
tion expressing its dismay at the 
lack of provision for the return 
to regular employment of reser- 
vists who had recently been called 
to the colours for service in Pa 
iestine. The mover of the resolu- 
tion Canitain E. A. Jones stated 
that it made him wonder at the 
intelligence of the government de- 
partments concerned In expecting 
young men to join the colours 
when they would not look after 
the reservists after a special job 
of work. 

RESULTS OF Mr. DUFF CO- 
OPER’S RECRUITING CAM- 
PAIGN 

The results of Mr. Duff Co- 
oper's recruiting camprign as sta- 
ted in the House of Common h by 
Mr. Hore Bellsha, his successor 
are. 

A defficiency in the regular ar- 
my on May 1st this year of 24.670 
as compared with 11.755 a year 
ago. 

A defficiency in the territorial 
army en May 1st was 49.634 as 
compared with 49.184 in the pre- 
vious year. 

DAILY WORKER TIPS DERBY 
WINNER 

Cay ton of the Daily Worker sco- 
red a tremendous success by tip- 
ping Mid-Day to win the Derby. 
His selection was made in the 
same clear and unmistakable man- 
ner which is a feature of the ad- 
vice given in the worker's paper. 
The Dally Worker was the only 
national daily newspaper to give 
Mid-Day Sun. To cap it all Cay- 
ton’s nap Waterbird also won. 
This Double on the Tote was paid 
out at 44 pounds for a unit stake. 
Here’s Health! 



On receiving the news of the 
bombardment of Almeria, the 
London District of the C. P. im- 
mediately organised a mass lob- 
bying of M. P’s. at the House of 
Commons and a great protest de- 
monstration in Hyde Park to be 
followed by a march through 
Central London. 



DIANA (U. G. T.). Larra, tt. Madrid 



RICH DODGE TAXES 

In a preliminary report of an 
investigation by the United Sta- 
tes Treasury, President Roosevelt 
reveals to Congress, that a “mi- 
nority of very rich individuals” 
are deliberately evading taxation. 
He asks that an end to this prac- 
tice be immediately put into 
effect. 




The latest world shaking invention, 
llutter from eonl bricks (for prole, 
tarlan consumption). 



r. S. WAR SHIP IN FLAMES 

The “Ludington”, Tnlted States 
war transport ship, with a cargo 
of high explosives on the high 
seas, went up in flames. The 
steamship “Llmonray” and others 
went to its aid upon receiving its 
S. O. S. call. 

STEEL STRIKE STILL ON 

The steel strikes Including mo- 
re than 150.000 workers in Uie 
states of Illinois, Iowa, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, continues with In- 
creased violence in same quarters. 

The strikers are displaying ex- 
cellent solidarity and refuse to 
give In unless their chief objetlve 
is conceded to them by the steel 
employers, that is — the recogni- 
tion of the C\ I. O. as their collec- 
tive bargaining agency. 

On the outskirts of Chicago 
thousands of strikers picket 
around a steel mill which has col- 
lected 2.000 professional strike- 
breakers from the human garba- 
ge dumps of the city. Scores of 
well-armed police and deputized 
guards escort these "scraps” Into 
the plant. 
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Madrid, June 2 2 - 1937 



APPEAL OF SPANISH WORKERS 

ORGANIZATIONS 



On June 2nd the Spanish Socia- 
list and Communist Parties and 
the U. G. T. appealed to the Com- 
munist and Socialist Internationals 
and to the International Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions asking them 
yet again to undertake common 
action of the most determined kind 
against the Fascist intervention 
in Spain. The next day Dimitrov 
made known the text of a tele- 
gram sent by the Communist In- 
ternational to the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals to es- 
tablish unity of action to defend 
the Spanish people. 

De Brouckere's replied, stating 
that while they realised more 
than ever the need for energetic 
action, neither the Chairman nor 
the Secretary had the power to 
act on their own initiative. 

Such a formal reply in face of 
such grave issues brought many 



Maurice Thorez. 




Jose Diaz. 



protests. The leaders of the 2nd 
International could not refuse the 
demands of the Spanish worker’ 
organisations in the face of the 
grim realities of the struggle in 
Spain and the rapidly growing 
demand of the workers throug- 
hout the world, for action in sup- 
port of the Spanish people. 

Socialists agree to meet. 

De Brouckere sent a furher 
telegram to Dimitrov saying 
“We too believe it is essential to 
reach an agreement on action on 
behalf of Spain and without ne- 
edless delays" and asked the Com- 
munist International to inform 
him of the place of meeting. 




Luigi Gallo, left. 



Inspector of the Brigades to at 
tend the meeting. 

The Communist International 
Immediately appointed comrades 
Thorez and Cochin of France, 
Josd Diaz leader of the Spanish 
Communist Partie, Franz Dahlem 
of Germany and Luigi .Gallo, of 
the Italian Communist Party and 
inspector of the International 
Brigades as their representatives 
at the meeting in Paris on the 
19th of June. 

The Republican press received 
the news with general satisfac- 
tion. A number of newspapers 
regret the costly delay which has 
occurred and consider the meeting 
as a victory of the working mas- 
ses throughout the world. 



A Victory for working class 
solidarity. 

The fact that the meeting is to 
take place is In itself a tremen- 
dous achievement for working 
class solidarity. But can we feel 
entirely confident that even at 
this late hour there will be no voi- 
ces in the meeting raised against 
united action? 

Because of previous experiences 
we are forced to believe that if 
any such opposition arises, it will 
be voiced by representatives of 
the British Labour Party, and 
this would be exceedingly dange- 
rous because of the decisive In- 
fluence which the British labour 
movement commands in the coun- 
cils of the Second International. 

A tremendous responsibility 
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tests upon the British working 
Class to insist that the mee ting 
decides for action and to ensure 
that action is energetically car- 
ried out 

All of us are in touch with 
working class organisations back 
home and each of one us has the 
duty of informing our comrades 
outside Spain of their great res- 
ponsabilites and what this unity 
of action by the two great Inter- 
nationals can accomplish. 

The tremendous weight of opi- 
nion which has compelled this 
meeting must be strengthened by 
thousands of resolutions deman- 
ding not only food, money and 
medical supplies, but above all 
overwhelming pressure on the 
gcverments to end the tragedy 
of "non-intervention” which aids 
the Fascists; to outlaw the Fas- 
cists and secure the withdrawal 
of German and Italian ships and 
soldiers; to give the Goverment 
of Spain its full rights to procu- 
re war materials abroad. 

This is no easy task, for too 
much time has already been lost, 
but it is well within the powers 
of the two Internationals at a ti- 
me when the people of the world 
are revolted at the crimes of 
Fiscism. . 



LANCASTER, PA. LOCK 
WORKS SHUT AS WORKERS 
WALK OUT 

LANCASTER, Pa. — Fralm 
Lock Works is shut down through 
the courage of a group of workers 
who shut off the electric switch 
early Wednesday morning in pro- 
test against $14 for 38-hour weeks 
and for refusal of Old Sam Fraim 
to negotiate terms with the C.I.O. 
into which most of the workers 
are organized. 

AL SMITH IN ROME 

Our old friend, Wail Street 
Brown Derby strutter, former Go- 
vernor of Naw York, once Demo- 
cratic Presidential candidate, Al 
Smith, is in Rome visiting Musso- 
lini. It is well known that Smith 
is a vigorous fascist supporter. 

While in the city he prayed at 
St. Peter’s after being escorted to 
the altar by two Swiss guards. 
And he was received in private 
audience by Pope Pius XI at his 
summer home. To mark the occa- 
sion the Pope presented Mr. Smith 
an autographed minature. The 
gift to the Pope was a minature 
Empire State Building of gold. A 
good symbol of american capita- 
lism. 



General Luckacs is dead, he died a leader 
and a hero of the International Brigades 



General Luckacs (Mat ex Jalka) 
one of the very best commanders 
of the International Brigades , is 
dead. He died, hit by a grenade, 
while inspecting the terrain over 
which his unit was to operate. 

He d ; ed like a hero on the front 
line, at the head of his troops, 
as the generals of the people know 
how to die, the generals of the 
glorious Spanish popular Army. 

An e x perienced commander , 
and a brilliant cavalry officer, 
well known writer on military 
questions, a courageous Hungarian 
antifascist fighter, General Luc- 
kacs was one of the first to offer 
h s experience, his knowledge, his 
wisdom and his courage to the 
cause of Spanish Freedom. 

To the appeal of the Spanish 
people, cowardly attacked by the 
rebel generals, traitors to their 
Country, and threatened by the 
airplanes and by the bombs of in- 
temational fascism, General Luc- 
kacs, like a thousand others from 
all lands, left his peaceful activi- 
ties to come to Spain and fight 
for the freedom of a brother peo- 
ple and for the independence and 
Vberty of all peoples. 

He was General and Comman- 
der of one of the areatest of the 
International Brigades. He was 
friend and brother of all fighters 
for liberty, he is a hero among 
the thousand of heroes who, in 
this epic war against fascism, 
make great the name of Spain and 
continue the noblest traditions of 
heroism. 

He was at Unwersity City, dur- 
ing the memorable November 
days, when the heroic defense of 
xnvincible Madrid began. He was 
at Pozuelo de Alarcdn, at Boadu- 
la del Monte, at Mirabuena, at 
Majadahonda, on the Jarama, at 
Guadalajara. 

He was always at the head of 
his Unit, shoulder to shoulder with 
the most famous Brigades of the 
new Spanish popular army . He 
wrote memorable pages of milita- 
ry power and wisdom, pages 
which will remam in history . 

In a few days he made his unit 
into a model of organization, of 
willingness to fight and of capa- 
city for action. 

He was among the most con- 



vinced supporters for the Popular 
Front Government's orders for the 
creation of a strong army, united 
and disciplined, under a unified 
command. 



But in the name of General Luc- 
kacs himself, our great lost he- 
ro, our flags are lifted again, on- 
ce more to be carried forward, in 
the epic war of the Spanish peo- 




Gencral Luckacs. 




The blind destiny of war has ta- 
ken from the Popular Army one 
of its best Generals; has deprived 
us of one of our best Comman- 
ders, has taken from us a leader, 
a Comrade, a friend. 

His teachings, however, remain. 
The magnificent military cadres 
trained by his schooling and by 
h's example also remain ; his 
splendid unit will continue its tra- 
ditions of courage and combati- 
vity. 

Every Spanish fighter, eveiy 
volunteer for liberty , bows before 
the remains of the great hero. The 
colors carried in many battles and 
though many victories, are lowe- 
red for a moment. 



pie, in defence of its liberties and 
of its independence and in defen- 
ce of the future of progressive hu- 
manity. 

LUIGI GALLO 

Inspector -Commissar 
of the International Brigades 



ITALY CANT PAY U. S. WAR 
DEBT 

In a note, by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of State, to the Italian Go- 
vernment demanding payment of 
its war debt, Mussolini, through 
his Italian Ambassador at Wash- 
ington replied that Italy is not in 
a position to meet any financial 
obligations at this time. 
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Spanish news in brief THE HEIGHT OF C 



June 15. — The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Catalan U. G. T. has 
annouced that it will not enter 
into any conversation with the 
C. N. T. until it has received an 
answer to its proposals for a 
unity pact made on the 22d of 
May. 

June 16. — The police have sei- 
zed 3.000 bombs in possession of 
incontrollables! The war ministry 
has at once sent the bombs to the 
frcnt. No doubt POUM will pro- 
test against this counter-revolu- 
tionary use of bombs. 

June 16. — Comrade Luckacs 




What Is It? 



and other anti-fascist heroes of 
the International Brigades recen- 
tly killed in Aragon front were 
solemnly buried in Valencia. The 
ministers of Defense, Agriculture 
and Education, Comrades Prieto, 
Uribe and Hemkndez, beside Al- 
varez Del Vayo and other Govern- 
ment figures were among the 
guard of honor. Comrade Gallo, 
Inspector of the Intennational Bri- 
gades was also present, with lead- 
ing representatives of the Spanish 
Socialist and Communist Partita. 

June 17. -A Plenum of the Spa- 
nish C. P. has been convened. 
Firat problem to be studied is 
that of the creation of One Uni- 
ted Proletarian Party and the 
strengthening of the Popular 
Front. 

June 17. The police have arres- 
ted the five principal leaders of 
POUM Andres Nin, Jorge Arquer. 
David Perez, Andrade and O t z. 
Nin has been transfered to a Va- 
lencia prison. 

June 17. -Vigorous and succes- 
sful offensive on the Huesca front. 
We wish to draw the mention to 
the fact that the Aragon front 



Yesterday in the House of 
Commons the Sartorial Expert, 
Mr. Eden, announced "The Ger- 
man and Italian Governments 
from today onward recommence 
their collaboration in the work of 
the committee of Non-Interven- 
tion and the Sub Committee of 
Control. The House will note that 
both Governments have taken 
this position without receiving 
the securities demanded from both 
parties in the Spanish conflict. " 

It would be hard to beat this 
for cynical insolence. When a 
German battleship fires on Go- 
vernment’s planes, and they reply, 
the German Control Fleet at once 
sails to Almeria and commits an 
act of war which even no decent 
belligerent would undertake. The 
German and Italian Governments 
at once demand 'securities', and 
Eden, not content with the farce 
of demanding these frem the Po- 
pular Front Government, makes 
a hypocritical pretence of impar- 
tiality by demanding that Fran- 
co's airplanes shall not bomb Ger- 
man battleships! This is, of cour- 
se, in case German battle-ships 
should ever open fire on Franco's 
planes! 

The following is a summary of 
the text which Eden has sent both 
to the Spanish Government and to 
Franco: “First. It is begged of 
both parties that they give defini- 
tive securities that they will res- 
pect foreign warships on thj high 



has become INTENSELY ACTIVE 
since the work cf reorganization 
begun by General Pozas, nomina- 
ted by Valencia Governmcn nd 
welcomed by Catalan Popular 
Front Organizations. 

JUNE 19. -Fourteen more le- 
aders of the P. O. U. M. were ar- 
rested amongst them the Editor 
rf "La Batalla". The whrle of 
the buildings printing shops and 
offices of the P. O. U. M. organ 
and every office and building of 
the Trotskyite party in Barcelo- 
na have been seized by the Go- 
vernment. Later in the day 50 
more arrests were made. In the 
San Gervasio barracks of the 
P. O. U. M. several thousand com- 
plete uniforms and military out- 
fits were found. 

JUNE 19. — Andres Nin has been 
transferred to Madrid. 



seas or elsewhere and that they 
will take measures such that their 
sea and air forces observe these 
securities. Secondly. With the ob- 
ject of avoiding attack or injuries 
to forcing warships of the Control 
when situated in ports of one or 
the other side, both parties are 
asked to make arrangements 
with the four Powers (of the Con- 
trol) naming Spanish ports which 
can be used as bases by such 
warships and appointing safety 
regions in these ports. Third. Both 
parties must understand that eve- 
ry infraction against the security 
of attacks against Control war- 
ships will be considered as a ques- 
tion affecting the common inte- 
rests of the Four Powers. Inde- 
pendent of whatever rapid means 
of legitimate defense may be 
judged necessary by the attacked 
warships, the Four Powers will 
seek an immediate agreement 
among themselves about what 
measures to take, taking into con- 
sideration the point of view of 
the interested Government.” 

What docs this disgusting do- 
cument mean? Does the third ar- 
ticle mean that if a German crui- 
ser again opens fire on Govern- 
ment planes that the British Go- 
vernment and the French will 
agree to whatever war measures 
Hitler and Mussolini may decide 



THE SARTORIAL EXPERT ' 




Anthony Eden. 



YNICISM 

to take? Does it mean that these 
Governments will agree to the 
bombing of say Valencia or an 
attack on Loyalist ships moored 
in Spanish ports ? In any case are 
not Italian Government forces 
already bombing Spanish cities, 
and are not German planes doing 
the same ? 

So far the Spanish Government 
has given no official reply though 
Sefior Giral, B'oreing Minister, has 
stated that the Snanish people 
have a determined objection to 
allowing any German or Italian 
warships to enter Spanish ports 
or territorial waters. The presen- 
ce of such ships would be an in- 
tuit to the Spanish Nation. Mo- 
reover, remembering that German 
and Italian warships have taken 
an active and illegal part in pre- 
venting food supplies reaching 
Spain (sinking of the Komsomol 
and the attempted blockade of 
Bilbao and Gijon) are they to be 
allowed to put into Valencia and 
requisition food ? Probably 
Mr. Eden expects the Spanish In- 
tendencia to place teams of dock 
workers and a regiment or two 
at the disposal of the German 
Admiral, for revictualling fati- 
gues: so that he may then go to 
sea and sink food ships. 

Here is one task for English 
workers of the Second and Third 
Internationals, to undertake a na- 
tion wide campgain to remove the 
National Government. And this, 
if the Labor Party will cooperate 
with the other democratic and 
progressive parties, can definitely 
be done. In the interests of public 
sanitation Eden must be removed. 
VOLONTAIRE (ingles) 



HOPKIN’S PROPHECY 

In a speech at Scranton, Pa, 
W. P. A. Administrator, Harry 
L. Hopkins, prophesied to bis his 
audience that: within six months 
U. S. Labor will have been com- 
pletely organized In the mass pro- 
duction Industrie. "And” he ad- 
ded, “nobody will be talking about 
It. It will be accepted as a fact." 

Americans in Spain will have a 
hard time recognizing the rapidly 
growing claas - conscious U, S. 
when they get back. 
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For th-ee days peasants and 
field worker delegates from the 
Madrid province have sat in con- 
ference, brought together by the 
Agrarian Commission of the Ma- 
drid Regional Communist Party. 
It was the first time in Spanish 
history such a conference had 
been held: in fact, only in one 
other country can there have been 
a parallel event. For this was 
not a conference of trade union 
delegates meeting to discuss wage 
increases or relations with em- 
ployers. It was a conference of 
peasants who themselves worked 
their land, with the aid of their 
government which has recently 
given it to them. 

In the hall of the Madrid Ate- 
neo, where formerly scholars and 
aesthetes waged learned debates, 
the peasants of Castile spoke of 
their problems, often passionately 
and sometimes bitterly, but al- 
ways with that hard sense and 
determination which is the cha- 
racteristic’ of the Castilian' peas- 
ant. Collective, Cooperative, Reap- 
ing, Seed, Land, Shock Brigades! 
These were the key words of the 
conference. 

THE DEMAND FOR HELP 

Delegate after delegate demand- 
ed help, materials, seeds, or shock 
brigades to replace the men now 
in the trenches. A peasant from 
the little village of Daganzo, for 
instance, in a halting yet tremen- 
dously moving speech pleaded for 
help, in that village 80 men will 



t 
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Deep plowing by means of heavv plows would save 
many crops from impoverishment by drought. The up- 
permost picture shows a type coveted In Spain. Both 
youth and old are represented among the delegates. 
One of the most thrilling things at the Agrarian Con- 
ference was the unity and cordial understanding bet- 
ween army and People. The picture on the right shows 
a commonly seen proof of this. 



question of field workers. It was 
said that women could not per- 
form the heavy tasks required of 
them, but this was false. They 
had had to do it under the old 
regime often enough, and Anchue- 
lo was proof that they were eager 
to help now. She went on to re- 
view the part played by women 
in the struggle against fascism. 
At Carabafias, for example, 200 
women were collectively engaged 
In washing and repairing Boldiers 
60 clothing. At Cere edi 11a they are 
helping to run a Home which 




have to work desperately to reap 
5.000 fanegas of land unless a 
shock brigade arrives. There are 
five reaping machines in that vi- 
llage and no one understands their 
use. Even the mules cannot be fully 
utilized because of shortage of 
labor. In some towns the field 
workers and workers of other 
trades have formed their own 
shock brigades. Colmenar posses- 
ses 33 of them, all pledged to 
work whatever hours are necessa- 
ry to bring In the crops. In this 
town there are also special briga- 
des to defend the fields from pos- 
sible fire caused by enemy avia- 
tion. 

At Vicftlvaro the Municipal 
Council has decided unanimously 
that the whole village shall beco- 
me a shock corps: "even the poor 
devil of a sacristan” the delegate 
declared, getting a laugh from the 
assembly. 

The delegate from the hamlet 
of Anchuelo reported that they 
had partly solved their labor pro- 
blem as a result of the visit of 



Comrade Julia Bea, the women’s 
organizer of the Agrarian Com- 
mission. A group of 20 women 
was formed to carry on in the 
place of the men who had gone 
into the army. Today 30 women 
are in that group. This at once 
brought Comrade Julia, as she is 
called by the peasants, to her feet. 
The Party units have neglected 
women’s work, she said, in this 




l T . G. T. Mayor reports on his village 



supports 600 children. At Villa! ba 
there is a collective workshop pro- 
ducing rope-soled shoes for the 
army. It was a record of fine 
work, but the women were capa- 
ble of playing a far bigger role 
than they were doing, and this 
neglect must be remedied. 

UNITY OF ARMY AND 
PEASANTRY 

At the third session Comrade 
Lister, Commander of the First 
Mixed Brigade, was given a tre- 
mendous welcome by the assem- 
bled peasants and field workers. 
In the course of his speech he 
assured them of the sympathy 
and the loyalty of the army. At 
a later session Comrade Modesto, 
Commander of the Fourth Army 
Corps, condemmed one recent 
example of shameful conduct, in 
which the Intendenda of a cer- 
tain military unity operating in 
the Guadarrama war zone ac- 
tually demanded of a village the 
whole of its live-stock, 130 beasts. 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



5 




Comrade IJrlbe, First peasant of Spain. 



some of which were about to calf 
down. The villagers protested that 
this would ruin their economy for 
years to come, but to no avail. 
“Soldiers who behave like this are 
a disgrace to the People’s Army 
and a danger to the Republic; 
this is the work of fascists and 
these people must be treated as 
such”, General Modesto said. The 
Hoitaleza delegate was prompt tq 
remind the conference that the 
lister Brigade had already sup- 
plied a shock corps of 100 skilled 
reapers to the Municipal Council 
of Hortaleza. Many other regi- 
ments have since done the same 
including unities of the Interna- 
tional Brigade. The Command of 
the English Battalion has approa- 
ched the Mayor and Municipal 
Council of their town to discuss the 
way in which they can give aid 
to the peasants; the Lincoln Bat- 
talion has taken a similar mea- 
sure. 

Campestno, Dr. Pando, and 
other famous Commanders of the 
People's Army also took part In 
the discussion. It was a magnifi- 
cent experience this, of realizing 
that in Spain a People’s Army 
exists and that the peasantry 
trusts that army and asks help of 
Its Generals, and receives <t. One 
realized the reason for that trust 
and sympathy when one heard 
from an officer of the 69th Bri- 
gade that 90 per cent of the of- 
ficers and men were peasants 
themselves, and had, before they 



became soldiers of the Regular 
Army, helped to defeat fascism in 
their own villages. These men 
know that the army is (heir’s 
because the army serves a Po- 
pular Front Government whose 
land policy has filled them with 
courage and hope. 

INDIVIDUAL BRAVERY ALSO 

Besides the record of orderly 
work there were also tales of he- 
roism and devotion. The Mayor of 
Rascafrias, a little mountain town 
In the Guadarrama, has refused to 
leave his post though he has been 
compelled more than a score of 
times to shift his residence becau- 
se of enemy shells. Despite con- 
stant bombardment and the dan- 
ger of long range machine-gun 
fire, the field work has been car- 
ried on by 60 shock groups orga- 
nized by the Mayor. It is almost 
unbelievable that despite these 
difficulties Rascafrias has provi- 
ded more than a half million pe- 
setas worth of produce since the 
beginning of the fascist rebellion. 
At Aranjuez last year, daring 
bands of young peasants actually 
reaped crops by night in territory 
already in the power of fascist 
terror; passing through our own 
lines in orden to do it and recei- 
ving volunteer help from the mi- 
litia. At Chinchon also, night work 
has been resorted to in the gathe 
ring of crops which were within 
range of enemy artillery. Two 
workers of Arganda, were killed 
gathering the olive crops in the 



front lines. And these comrades 
were not merely “adventurists” or 
acting upon their own initiative 
but were communist peasants, 
members of the U. G. T., who had 
responded to a call from their or- 
ganizations. 

The conference did not tell of 
a story of simple plain sailing. It 
told of enormous difficulties and 
in the early days of absence of 
means to solve them; it was a 
story of increasing order as a re- 
sult of systematic aid from the 
Ministry of Agriculture. But the- 
re were stories cf error also, and 
let it be said candidly, of offen- 
ses against the peasants that they 
will never forget. We shall deal 
with the problem of the Collecti- 
ves next week in a commentary 
on the new decree legalizing these 
units. But there were several sto- 
ries of coersion, and in a few ca- 
ses of definite crime committed 
by “incontrollables” who had lod- 
ged themselves within syndical 
organizations. On the other hand 
there were accounts of collectives 
which are doing splendid work 
precisely because there are com- 
posed of workers whose wills have 
been consulted. Of these Perales 
de Tajufia is a good example. In 
some cases small proprietors who 
do not yet wish to enter a collec- 
tive have nevertheless formed co- 
operatives. In the case of one vi- 
llage the name of which we wi- 
thold a Committee formerly paid 
70 to 80 centimes per kilo of peas 
to the peasants. During last week 
the newly formed Coop foond that 
it could pay one peseta forty 
cents, bear all transport costs etc. 
and sell at the legal price of one 
peseta 85 cents in Madrid. 



At the conference the city work- 
ing class was represented by a 
comrade of the Northern Railway, 
which line is especially concerned 
with the work of supplying Ma- 
drid. A comradj of the United 
States C. P. gave greetings to the 
conference, as also one from the 
Italian Party. 

THE BALANCE OF WORK 

What were the negative notes 
of the conference? One has been 
dealt with, the failure to do in- 
tensive work among women; the- 
re were also a few rare failures 
to guide less instructed comrades 
in the village committees. Comra- 
de Dieguez of the Agrarian Com- 
mission, in expressing his pleasu- 
re that in certain villages comple- 
te and warm hearted unity exists 
between the C. N. T. and the U. 
G. T., warned delegates against 
provocators who had clearly tried 
to antagonize the two great fe- 
derations. The land was of the 
people and not of a section of the 
people, just as the conference was 
serving the interests of all they 
peasants and not only of those 
possessing one particular political 
ideal. 

On the positive side the balan- 
ce was enormous. The deep con- 
viction of the peasants that at 
last they had a Government which 
understood their needs was put 
beyond question. Their determina- 
tion to extort as much from the 
land as their present technique 
allows them was proved, not by 
pious statements, but by figures 
of production, hours worked, and 
men engaged. It was proved also 
by the fact that Madrid stands 
undefeated! 




General Ulster ami other army leaders listen to the peasants. 
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THE IRON WILL OF THE 

SPANISH LANDWORKERS 

One felt that one was taking 
part in a magnifcent drama, in- 
deed one knew that one was tak- 
ing part in the incomparable dra- 
ma of a popular revolution. Here 
were men who had been oppres- 
sed, who had been little better 
than slaves, whose forefathers 
had lived under the yoke for cen- 
turies, and at last they were 
struggling free. The writer con- 
fesses that it was a salutary les- 
son. To listen to those tales of 
body-breaking labor, of unbending 
will overcoming difficulties, shor- 
tage of labor, of seed, of know- 
ledge (to administer a town with 
thousands of fanegas of land with 
only a handful of literate com- 
rades is a tremendous task). And 
of sabotage by “los gandules” or 
the wandering trobadors of vio- 
lence and demagogy, made one 
feel that one’s only difficulty we- 
re not so great as they had see- 
med. There was a feeling of po- 
wer and purpose in the men ga- 
thered in the hall of the Ateneo, 
and at momments a deep and 
moving poetry, at other mom- 
ments a fierce and blazing pas- 
sion, all of it surging and delibe- 
rating within the framework of 
a clear and profoundly human po- 
licy. 

It vould be impossible ever to 
forget the speech of the delegate 
-,f Torremocha. A tall lean figu- 
re with the long head of the ol- 
dest of Spanish stocks, his face 
burned and fleshless from long 
years of labor under a blazing 
run, of intense and searching ga- 
ze, he stood on the platform, 
speaking in public for the first ti- 
me. "Mi pueblo es muy chico”, 
nc began. And no translation can 
convey the mingled modesty and 



pride in his tiny hamlet. “My town 
is very small. Two demands only 
I make. Once we had 180 men 
to reap our fields, now only 36 
are left. You must send us help.” 
He went on to recount the histo- 
ry of these 11 months of war and 
struggle in his village of 30 fa- 
milies, where already half the 
houses had been deserted before 
the war began. “Then I need twi- 
ne to bind our wheat, I need 8 
bundles and for each bundle I 
shall be able to provide wheat 
that will have the value of 1200 
pesetas. And if you send help, 
send food also; we have not eaten 
meat for 10 months in our little 
town." There were bitter things 
in his speech, protests against old 
injustice; simple elemental senten- 
ces that were like the imperso- 
nal utterances of all the peasan- 
try of Spain. The peasants rose 
to their feet and applauded fier- 
cely. The time limit was forgot- 
ten as the conference listened to 
this summary and essence of all 
their stories. Afterwards there 



was silence for a momment and 
then everyone rose to his feet and 
the International rang through 
the hall and corridors of the Ate- 
neo. 

A conference of peasants, con- 
firming the policy of their Minis- 
ter, Comrade Uribe, and speaking 
directly to him. The unity of Go- 
vernment and People was felt in 
a way one had never felt it before. 



FORD’S ATTORNEYS 
ATTEMPT TO SPIKE COURT 
INQUIRY 

DETROIT. — The battle of 
unionism against Fordism enter- 
ed the courts as a one-man grand 
jury began an inquiry into the 
assault upon union organizers at 
the Ford plant little more than 
a week ago. 

Although subpoenaes were is- 
sued for Edsel Ford, president of 
the company, and Harry Rennet, 
commander-in-chief of its noto- 
rious service department, both 
succeded in evading process ser- 
vers. 



Meeting of Socialist 
and Communist 
Internaotinal 

The news that Labour and So- 
cialist International and the Com- 
munist International are to meet 
to decide on common action in 
aid of Spain will be welcomed by 
every member of the Brigades. 
Nowhere is there a deeper under- 
standing than in the Brigades of 
how much international working 
class action can do to shorten the 
agony of the Spanish people and 
to lessen the danger of a world 
war. We know only too well that 
it has been lack of unity in the 
working class movement which 
has made possible the martyrdom 
of Madrid, Malaga, Almeria and 
Euzkadi. Throughout the struggle 
the sympathy of the working class 
has been with the Spanish Repu- 
blic, but this sympathy has not 
been able to express itself in de- 
cisive action because the leaders 
of a very large section of the 
working class have not given the 
signal. Our earnest desire is that 
this signal will come from the 
meeting in Paris. 

On May 1st, after Guernica had 
been destroyed, the Ex-President 
of the 2nd International asked 
L6on Blum in- an open letter; 
“How long actually is this scan- 
dal, or as the Dean of Canterbury 
said, this ridiculous and tragic 
farce, going to last?” 

The bombardment of Almeria 
has raised everywhere in the 
working class movement the de- 
mand for the cessation of the hy- 
pocrisy of ncn-intervcntion. 




July I3.'6. 
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COMRADE LITVINOF EXPOSES THE 
NEW TECHNIQUE OF FASCIST 
IMPERIALISM 



“NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC” ON 
ITALIAN FINANCES 

The National Geographic Maga- 
zine, in its latest number, pu- 
blishes startling revelations con- 
cerning the critical financial si- 
tuation in Italy and the low stand- 
ard of living among the people. 

It declares that the fascist go- 
venuflent of II Duce, in spite of 
the various revenues from the 
railroads, postal service, tele- 
graph, industries, monopolies, and 
the taxation levied on the popu- 
lation, finds Itself always In a 
greater deficit. 

The story goes on to tell ot the 
great expense the railroads have 
been to the government, each year 
leaving a more grave deficit than 
the preceding one. It attributes 
this to the fact that the general 
population of Italy cannot travel, 
they can’t afford to. The only 
people who use the railroads are 
the foreign tourists. The Italian 
is too poor to travel, and his 
standard of living is becoming 
even lower. 

The account mentions a form 
of taxation that compels a special 
tax on every window and balcony 
that faces the street. And, there 
is a tax on every basket of farm 
products purchased at the market. 



“BILLV’S ” MASS BACKING 

At one time, years back, W1 
Ilium Green, was President of the 
Morgan Run Local of the U. M. W. 
of A., in his home town, Coshoc- 
ton, Ohio. The Local faded away 
for awhile but held its charter. 
Not long ago the Local was reviv- 
ed when -John L. Lewis asked 
Billy to show cause as to why he 
shouldn’t be expelled from the tJ. 
M. W. The Local haughtily boast- 
ed to the world that out of the 
twelve remaining members, only 
one, President J. R. McCormick, 
would vote to expel BUI. 

Where are the “slanderers” who 
say that Bill Green has no mass 
support? 



500 HOUSTON WORKERS DE- 
MONSTRATE FOR RELIEF 

HOUSTON, Texas.— More than 
800 workers and citizens gather- 
ed before the City Hall recently 
in a mass demonstration against 
the proposed cut in the Federal 
appropriation for WPA and the 
resulting layoff of unemployed 
workers. 



"... But it is not a matter of 
Spain alone. The Spanish events 
have created one of the greatest 
menaces to European and univer- 
sal peace. This menace arises in 
consequence of an attempt at ar- 
med interference in the internal 
affairs of a European state, an 
attempt to force upon the people 
of this state an internal re- 
gime which is alien to it, and 
mainly, a foreign policy orienta- 
tion, and under cover of this tn- 
terference to deprive this country 
of its independence and subordi- 
nate it to other states. If these 
attempts were to be successful 
and were to be carried out with 
impunity, then there would be no 
guarantee that in a short time 
another attempt will not be made 
to bring about an insurrection in 



some other country, to recognise 
the leader of . the insurgents as 
Head of the government, to send 
thither foreign troops and arms to 
nelp the insurgents and thus ef- 
fect aggresion and carry out the 
national policy of the intervening 
state. Intervention displays a ten- 
dency, according to the example 
of the religious wars of the past, 
to begin a series of new wars and, 
under cover of ideologies and po- 
litical regimes, to carry out the 
policy of aggression and expan- 
sion. It should not be forgotten 
that in Spain, at the moment when 
the insurrection broke out, a go- 
vernment was in existence whose 
program was similar to that of 
governments exiting in many 
other countries.” 

(Litvinov at Geneva.) 



WHOLE TOWNF FIGHTS 
BOOST IN PONTIAC 

DETROIT, Mich. — “Everything 
points to Pontiac for 19S7”, says 
a General Motors’ billboard on 
the town. That’s more literally 
true for landlord victims throug- 
hout the country than was origi- 
nally Intended. 

Pontiac Is today the seat of the 
biggest rent strike In history. At 
least 16,000 families are backing 
up the call of the Pontiac local 
of the United . Auto Workers to 
pay no rents before sizeable re- 
ductions are made. 

In a town with a total popula- 
tion of 75,000 a rent strike of 
15,00 families means that It’s just 
about as unanimous as anything 
could be. 

One typical Pontiac landlord 
admits that be “tried to step up 
rents gradually as they (auto 
workers) were able to pay”. He 
thought, possibly, that the auto 
workers were fighting for higher 
wages for his sake. He goes on 
to threaten that “rents must be 
even higher than they were be- 
fore If capital is to be advanced 
for more accommodations”. 

But the workers say that rents 
will come down before any mpre 
of their hard-won dough Is ad- 
vanced for outrageous rents. 

In eviction or garnishment ca- 
ses, the union intends to leave it 
to the jury to give a judgment 
In the amount it thinks Is a pro- 
per rental. 



NOTE 

In a cartaln number of co- 
plea of last week's number 
a whole line was left out, 
because of a technical error. 

A sentence In the article 
on British Imperialism 
should have read: 

.... the British Government began to 
look longingly at the apparent fascist 
solution and to think that Democracy 
was dangerous. Democracy began to 
like Communism.- 
read instead: 

• ...the British Government began to 
look longingly at the apparent fascist 
solution and to look like Commu- 
nism .» 
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THE SOVIET UNION AND THE THIRD 5 YEAR PLAN 



Because the 2nd 5 year Plan is 
being completed ahead of time 
the Soviet Government has invi- 
ted the State Commission to speed 
up the elaboration of the 3rd 5 
year Plan. Vast projects are al- 
ready being studied, so that the 
3rd 5 Year Plan will suspass in 
achievement its predecessors. The 
most interesting of all the propo- 
sals is that which is being called 
“The Grand Volga". 

THE LARGEST HYDRO-ELEC- 
TRIC SCHEME EVER 

Between the frozen marshes of 
the north and the Caspian Sea lie 
enormous plains of rich soil which 
might support vastly increased 
and happy populations. Unfortu- 
nately, the rainfall is low, especia- 
lly in the south, and the waters of 
the Volga are not as yet properly 
used for irrigation. A grandiose 
series of dams is to be built, solv- 
ing two problems at once, that of 
irrigation, and the problem of 
electrical energy. 

Dams, between 65 and 100 feet 
high are to be built at strategi- 
cally chosen places, enabling a re- 
servoir of water between 300 and 
375 miles long to be stored behind 
each. These will be built at in- 
tervals of three hundred to 375 
miles therefore, so that the Volga 
shall be navigable throughout to 
ships of deeper draft than at pre- 
sent. The same will be done with 
the great tributary of the Kama. 

A VAST NETWORK OF POWER 

The stupendous nature of this 
project can be seen from the fact 
that it will attain a total power 
output of ten million kilowatts 
supplying 50,000 m 1 11 io n kwh 
per year, the equivalent of about 
25 million tons of Donetz Basin 
coal or 60 to 70 million tons of 
the less useful local fuel. 

As Soviet technique permits of 
the carrying of electrical power 
to distances of 625 miles this 
means that according to the Grand 
Volga Plan the area to be served 
is nearly a million square miles, 
containing 70 millions population. 
The industrial significance of this 
is evident. It is the regions of 
Moscow and the Ural Mountains 
on the northerly part of the Volga 
Basin which will use up the great- 
est quantity of electrical energy. 



At present over 50 per cent of the 
fuel used in these regions is de- 
rived from distance sources. Sav- 
ing of transport, as well as speed- 
ing up production, will be the gain 
therefore. 

Not less important are the agri- 
cultural aspects of the Grand Vol- 
ga Plan. The southern Volga 
plains are particularly arid, and 
at present constitute a peril for 
Soviet economy, in that their 
crops cannot be relied upon. Af- 
ter Grand Volga Plan is carried 
through millions of acres will 
be watered, ensuring rich and re- 
gular crops of wheat. 



MAN NOW HAS POWER TO 
ALTER NATURE 

In fact, so much water will be 
used that there is a danger of 
lowering the level of the Caspian 
Sea! Military and navigational 
reasons and the interests of the 
fishing Industry make it essen- 
tial that this should be corected 
by pouring Into the Volga water 
from the adjacent river basins. 



Industry and agriculture are 
provided for by this scheme. Ri- 
ver communications also are to be 
cared for, finally, the depths main- 
tained are to be sufficient to al- 
low the passage of warships from 
the Caspian to the Baltic and the 
White Seas. 

The same plan which will create 
wealth for the Soviet people will 
enable them to defend it against 
whatever fascist or capitalist po- 
wer is foolish enough to try a 
fall with the U. S, S. R. 

This, then, is what a Peoples’ 
Government can do when It has 
beaten back its enemies, and con- 



solidated itself. The Spanish Re- 
public had already planned great 
irrigation work before Franco’s 
revolt. The need for irrigation is 
not less acute in Spain than in the 
Soviet Union. The green floor of 
the Tajufia Valley contrast shar- 
ply, for example, with the grey 
green slopes above It towards 
Chlnchon. Enormous level areas 
of Spain are composed of this 
grey-green ’pardo' earth, at pre- 



sent utterly waterless. For ins- 
tance, in the Ebro Basin alone 
there are 900,000 acres which 
could be watered if electrical sta- 
tions were built and canals cons- 
tructed. In the Central Regidn, 
even with the limited water of the 
Tagus a quarter of a million acres 
are unnecessarily lying dry. The 
Republic had begun this work. 
Victory then, will mean that the 
work can go forward again, and 
with increased energy, because of 
the revitalizing of economic life 
which the democratic revolution 
will have accomplished 



37 ABE INJURED 

AS JERSEY POLICE 

ATTACK PICKETS 

LITTLE FALLS, N. J. — This 
«n»ail Industrial town had its echo 
of Dearborn and South Chicago 
when police attacked a picket line 
at the Little Falls laundry. 

Twenty-seven were Injured as 
clubs, tear gas bombs and other 
weapons were used freely by Sta- 
te Police. Firemen directed 
streams of water at the pickets 
from rooftops. 



500 MILLION RUBLES FOR 
ART, THEATER AND MUSIC 

More than 500 million rubles 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction, 
organization and upkeep of or- 
chestras and choruses, expenditure 
on art schools, and so on. 

The U. S. S. R. will have 813 
theaters by January 1938, as 
against 775 at the beginning of 
this year. Large theaters are to 
be opened at Novo-Slbirsk, Smo- 
lenks, Ivanovo and Kirov, while 
the new premises of the Meyer- 
hold Theater at Moscow will be 
completed. 

The total number of students 
attending art colleges (music, dra- 
ma, plotorial and plastic art and 
similar Institutions) this year Is 
ten thousand. Over 40.000 pupils 
are studying In the corresponding 
secondary schools. Aa compared 
with 1936, the number of art stu- 
dents hss increased by 30% In the 
our resit year. 




This mop will show the vast extend »( the Grand Volga scheme. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Larra, #. Tel. 41105.— Madrid. 
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LABOR SHOCK BRIGADES IN MADRID 



When the Spanish War of In- 
dependence is over and everything 
is said about what is happening 
in Spain today, the movement for 
rationalization in war production 
will supply more than one chapter 
in the history of war. 

This movement, called Stakano- 
vism now, started when the wor- 
kers and the petty bourgeoisie of 
Spain realized that the military re- 
volt could not be crushed with a 
few blows, but that behind the 
Spanish feudal and military caste 
were the resources of the two prin- 
cipal fascist countries. Italy and 
Germany. 

Madrid is not and never has 
been an industrial city. Its pro- 
letariat is made up of craftsmen, 
store, hotel and restaurant emplo- 
yes or of civil servants who ne- 
ver had any industrial training. 
Yet Madrid was the main goal of 
the fascist bands and required mo- 
re war material than any other 
front. The rail communications 
with the coast were cut, the re- 
maining highways congested, the 
city was suffering from lack of 
food and the army of defenders 
Insufficiently supplied with war 
equipment and ammunitions. 

The situation, while perhaps not 
deaerate, was acute. The activi- 
ties of the Non-Intervention Con- 
trol Commission, which did not In 
the least interfere with the supply 
of men and war material to the 
fascists, certainly was the last 
blow to the small trickle of equi- 
ment brought into Spain from 
outside. 



A MILITIA COMMANDER’S 
INITIATIVE 

It was in this emergency that 
a number of workers, petty-bour- 
geois and professional people, for- 
med, without any help from the 
Government or anyone else, the 
first group of workers which were 
to become the chief influence in 
injecting life, system and efficien- 
cy into the production of war 



material in Madrid and, through 
their example in all Spain. 

To Garcia Izquierdo, Comman- 
der of "Milicianos” at Arena de 
San Pedro on the Sierra Guada- 
r.rama, goes the credit for taking 
the initiative of this movement. 

The few small factories in the 
Madrid section, manned by wor- 
kers, who, in spite of the great 



emergency, were producing wi- 
thout putting that energy in their 
work which is all important for 
superior production, were insuf- 
ficient to supply even ordinary ri- 
fle cartridges to the central sec- 
tor. Machinery was lacking. To- 
ledo, with its recently modernized 
arms factories, fully supplied with 
up to date American machinery, 
was lost to the fascists. 



It was than that Garcia Izquier- 
do left the Sierra for Madrid 
With a group of 60 men among 
which were waiters, jewelers, tea- 
chers of mathematics, engineers 
and laborers, along with some qua- 
lified machinists, he set about or- 
ganizing new shops and encourag- 
ing others already established. 

Machinery was lacking. Mate- 



rials were scarce and already in 
possession of shops in going con- 
dition. The job consisted in esta- 
blishing, without means, without 
wages, without materials, build- 
ings or machinery, factories ca- 
pable of producing the sinews of 
war. 

PERSONAL SACRIFICES 

Those in the group who had any 
savings brought their funds. The- 
se were neccessarily petty bour- 
geois. They brought more than 
their savings. They brought an 
enthusiasm and willingness to 
work which was in no way infe- 
rior to that of the peasants or 
workers in the group Regardless 
of the position they occupied in 
the social or economic life of the 
city before the military revolt, 
they set about to learn, to strive 
and work. 

The war zone became their sup- 
ply base. They went where tren- 
ches were being dug, in some ca- 
ses in no man’s la <l, under the 
enemy’s fire taking machines from 
destroyed factories, besides sup- 
plies in metals either in bars or in- 
gots. and even scrap. They took 
anything which might be of any 
use. They had no truck, and for 
weeks they hitch-hicked with their 
booty from whichever front they 
were towards Madrid, the proud 
bearers of a bar of steel or brass, 
of a piece of machinery, later to 
be set up and made to work. 

The government or the army 
could not spare a truck for them 
and they were not out to create 
difficulties for the authorities, but 
to h >lp, to help at all costs. 

Their courage and energy inspi- 
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Every member of the Syahanovite movement is j>ledged to undergo military 
training. And this is undertaken after work hours. 
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red soldiers in the front lines to 
give help and soon the little shop 
in calle Goya, which was the crad- 
le of the movement became too 
small and they moved to a large, 
modem and comfortable building. 

Small abandoned factories, ga- 



new stimulus, with the full un- 
derstanding of the great emergen- 
cy facing them and all loyal 
Spain, the workers had started 
production against all odds, wi- 
thout materials or any wages. 

In the great confusion caused 
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gade increases also, their exam- 
ple becomes an inspiration and 
wherever their fame is known 
emulation starts. It is a long way 
from the broken down Chevrolet 
truck to their present daily re- 
cord of 300 truckloads. Madrid is 
being fed chiefly through the agen- 
cy of this Brigade. It is since the 
Brigade took the job over that 
the food shortage became less 
acute. 

The growth of the Brigade, 
which in a way repeats the feat 
o’ the Fifth Regiment which grew 
into a major size army without 
changing name until its incorpo- 
ration in the Spanish Govem- 
men’s Army, is strictly under con- 
trol and every means are used to 




rages which had been vacated af- 
ter being destroyed by bombard- 
ment were taken over, repaired 
and production organized. The 
transport corps of the Stakanov 
Brigade, as the group became 
known later on when it grew to 
rsal brigade size, was started with 
the capture of a small Chevrolet 
truck taken from the fascists 
at the Casa de Campo last No- 
vember, brought to Madrid in tow, 
repaired and put in circulation. 
This truck is still in operation and 
is quite famous in Madrid. 




Staknnovitc i ru. kers nhoir real intere.it in technical perfection. 



AN EXAMPLE OF REAL 
SHOCK TACTICS 

A few miles from the city, at 
the edge of a little town, and us- 
ing a large cow shed properly re- 
paired, cleaned and ventilated as 
a beginning for a factory that was 
to prove too small even before pro- 
duction had quite begun, produc- 
tion of rifle cartridges was star- 
ted. 

In Toledo two small factories 
employing 60 men, but with ex- 
cellent automatic machinery we- 
re producing 75.000 cartridges a 
day. After the loss of Toledo, Gar- 
cia Izquierdo immediately started 
the production of the same type 
of cartridges in Madrid. Machine- 
ry was built, since hardly any was 
in existence before. It was necces- 
sarily of hurried manufacture and 
of a makeshift style. With non au- 
tomatic machinery the normal 
daily production per man was of 
about 800 cartridges. Under the 



by the invasion with resultant wa- 
ves of refugees entering the city, 
of breakdown of public services 
due to constant aerial bombard- 
ments, whith the transfer of the 
Government seat to Valencia, whi- 
le they were not even receiving 
any pay they increased their pro- 
duction to such a point that before 
long the same number of men 
working with primitive machinery 
WERE PRODUCING MORE 
THAN THE TOLEDO FACTO- 
RIES HAD BEEN TURING OUT. 
The daily production per man rose 
to such a point that one man 
reached a record of 4016 cartridges 
in one day. 60 men were now pro- 
ducing in Madrid over 80.000 cart- 
ridges daily. 

FROM SMALL BEGINNING TO 
MASS MOVEMENT 

There are now 3.000 men in the 
Stakanov Brigade, and their num- 
ber is increasing. As the number 
increases the activity of the Bri- 



keep out possible disruptors, sa- 
boteurs and spies. 

New members are accepted upon 
recommendation of their respecti- 
ve Unions or political organiza- 
tions. Occasionally they are accep- 
ted on recommendation of friends 
already in the Brigade. Their poli- 
tical and social past is closely 
scrutinized, their physical condi- 
tion is examined and they are then 
classified by trades or aptitudes. 
New members are under an un- 
obtrusive but efficient vigilance. 
According to work performed and 
reports made they are encouraged, 
advanced in grade or responsibili- 
ty, or dimissed, and when charges 
warrant it, handed over to the po- 
lice for further action. 

A REAL POPULAR FRONT 
EFFORT 

In spite of all those precautions 
one should not think that the Bri- 



gade is a closed political affair. 
Frankly organized by Commu- 
nists, the initiators, Garcia Iz- 
quierdo more so than any other, 
are proud of the fact that ele- 
ments considered incontrollable 
before, have joined, become enthu- 
sed by the general atmosphere 
and are proving to be workers 
equal to any others. 

The building the Brigade mo- 
ved into after they vacated the 
shop in Calle Goya is no longer a 
shop. It is now an administrative 
building, a printing plant, clinic 
and hospital for the Brigade. 
Clean, well run, the building is 
undergoing big changes. On the 
lower floor showers and hath tubs 
are being installed. Two libraries 
have been installed and orga- 
nized, one for literary works ano- 
ther for technical and scienti- 
fic books. Artist are busy deco- 
rating the walls. The dining ro- 
om, cheery, light, spotlessly clean 
has the walls decorated with fres- 
coes. A large mural painting is 
being prepared in the office of the 
Commander. The man in charge, 
an artist of renown but utterly at 
a loss with himself and with the 
rest of the world before the war, 
is directing all the work of deco- 
ration. He proudly announced that 
Stakanovism has entered the field 
of art. A portrait of Stalin in tem- 
pera and about 10 feet by eighteen, 
well executed, expressive, work- 
manlike was finished in one hour 
and half. The rest of the time, 
says Dehesa de Mena the artist, 
would have been spent in smo- 
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Several military clothing factories are run by Stak-anovite women. 



king cigarettes and talking. A 
number o£ young people are wor- 
king under him and so quite na- 
turally the Brigade has also an 
art school. The school is taking 
orders from Barracks, labor orga- 
nizations, schools, hospitals for 
decorating their buildings. 

On a table is a volume of Capi- 
tal, bound in calf leather, beauti- 
fully tooled, in a style and tech- 
nique equal to the very best lea- 
ther work done by old craftsmen. 
On the work bench other pieces 
a.' leather are being tooled, care- 
fully and by a worker who feels 
affection for his trade and for his 
product. There is also a school of 
short hand, a fully equipped prin- 
ting shop. And all this with ma- 
terials reclaimed from the des- 
truction of war! » 

It may seem strange that un- 
detakings of this type should be 
started at a time of stress like 
this. But the work of the Staka- 
nov Brigade while supplying all it 
can to the fight against fascism, 
is also an institution which, by 
the force of events, is laying the 
basis of the reconstruction of 
Spain. 

THE MOVEMENT IS STOLL, 
GEOWING 

The number of shops belonging 
to the Brigade is already large, 
the activities are many and they 
range from automobile repairing 
to body building, foundiy and 
what we may call other underta- 
kings cannot be mentioned now. 

The workers are pledged to 
work eight hours daily but they 
voluntarily work several hours 
more. The average is above 10. 



Regarless of urgency of work, at 
11.30 all work stops and the men 
go to the class room in the buil- 
ding where the most varied engi- 
neering courses are given by com- 
petent teachers, thomselves mem- 
bers of tha Brigade. These cour- 
ses last two hours daily after 
whith 2 more hours are taken for 
meals and rest. A corps of me- 
chanical engineers is therefore 
being built in the midst of a ra- 
ging war against powerful inva- 
ders. Classes in aeronautics have 
also been started. New chemical 



laboratories are being built. Eve- 
rywhere the visitor notices a fee- 
ling of pride, the certainty of vic- 
tory ahead, and sees a new socie- 
ty being bom and in a measure 
already functioning. 



It was only after February 19th 
that the Brigade became officially 
incorporated in the Spanish Ar- 
my and wages began to be paid. 
It is only since the Brigade be- 
gan to receive pay from the go- 
vemement that their food star- 
ted to come from the quartermas- 
ters warehouses. Before then the 
war zone was not only their ma- 
terial supply base but also their 
“Intendencia”. Not profit, not 
stripes, not wages were the in- 
centive to work for them, but the 
will to win and to create a New 
Spain. That spirit is inspiring now 
other factories. And that is the 
best guarantee of victory. 



C. I. O. BLANKS A. F. L. 

COUNCIL AT UNION 

CONVENTIONS, 4-0 

Definite steps toward affilia- 
tion with the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization were taken 
by the convention of the Maritime 
Federation of the Pacific in Port- 
land, Ore. 

Harry Bridges, popular leader 
of the longshoremen, presented 
the convention with a proposal for 
a referendum on C. I. O. affilia- 
tion. His speech and that of John 
Brophy, C. I. O. director, were 
greeted enthusiastically by the 
delegates. 



LUMBERJACKS SEEK AID 

TO CHOP DOWN FORDISM 

DETROIT, Mich.— “The Michi- 
gan lumberjacks are getting their 
share of Fordism!’’ 

“Murder, beatings, and the 



smashing of union halls— tha f ’s 
what the strikers are goln 
through’’, David said. “Subsidia- 
ries of Ihe Ford motor company 
on much of the timber land of 
northern Michigan and the other 
companies are borrowing a page 
from their master. The murder 
of the striking lumberjacks at 
Newberry was Fordism carried to 
its logical conclusions”. 




Apartment houses for collective 
farm workers In the Kirov Collecti- 
ve farm. 



CLUBS, TEAR GAS RULE 
MONROE, MICH, AFTER 
ATTACK ON STRIKERS 

MONROE, Mich., June 11.— The 
mayor and city commission of 
Monroe, scene of one of the bitter- 
est clashes of the steel strike, 
transmitted to Governor Frank 
Murphy tonight a formal demand 
that the state militia be called 
out. 

A resolution adopted unani- 
mously declared “local feeling is 
intense and danger of bloodshed 
imminent”. 

It demanded the troops be sent 
here on or before Suncay. 

That is the date set for a mass 
meeting by the C. I. O. to protest 
last night’s tear gassing of strike 
pickets. 

The protest meeting was called 
by President Homer Martin of 
the United Automobile Workers. 
He asked every local union in 
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana to 
send delegates. 

PONTIAC, Mich. — Down In 
Pontiac the 15,000 rent strikers 
are holding firm. ’’Don’t let’em 
kid you”, says Odin Johnson, ex- 
auto worker and now attorney for 
the UAW there. “They’re not 
paying rent. Our rent office is 
swamped with landlords coming 
in to complain”. 




Stukanovist chemist at work 
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THE CATALAN PEASANT-FARMER AND COLLECTIVISATION 



As the Catalan land problem 
differs somewhat from that of the 
rest of Snain we have asked a 
Catalan agrarian expert to contri- 
bute the following article. 



When the democratic revolution 
smashed the rebellion of the fas- 
cists in Catalonia the peasants re- 
ceived the land and so ended the 
centuries old struggle of the pea- 
sants against those who preven- 
ted them from enjoying the fruits 
of their labour. What solution 
has there been up to now to this 
vital problem in Catalonia? 

The problems of enormous es- 
tates such as existed in Extrema- 
dura, Castile and Andalucia did 
not exist. There was no dividing 
up of enormous landed properties 
in Catalonia. Approximately 80',, 
of Catalan agriculture was con- 
fined to rented farms of major or 
minor importance. Most of them 
consisted of farms of twelve or 
thirteen acres. Only in the north 
of the provinces of Lerida and 
Gerona were there estates of 
75, 100 or 125 acres. 

The reason for this development 
Is explained by the fact that Ca- 
talan agriculture requires an in- 
tensive cultivation of the soil, 
which has necessitated the apor- 
tioning of land without modifying 
the conditions of property, 82' ; 
of the total surface of Catalonia 
is used for agriculture, meadow 
land, pasture and forest. Of this 
area 3,522,387 acres are pastur- 
age, mountain and wood. 369.113 
acres are uncultivatablc, while 
2.768.613 acres are cultivated. On- 
ly a third part of the surface is 
used for cereals. It is interesting 
to note how the cultivation is di- 
vided up. 

Of the total surface de- 
voted to agriculture : 

< /'r 



Cereals 33.59 

Vineyards 23.04 

Olives 19.67 

Market Garden produce... 2.97 

Root vegetables 5.61 

Plants used in industry... .17 

Kitchen gardens 1.74 

Orachards 8.07 

Artificial meadows, fo- 
rage 516 



There are 200,000 families who 
work the land in Catalonia. For- 
merly their conditions were par- 
ticularly hard and disclosed re- 
lics of the feudal system, as for 
instance, in the Rabassa morta", 
a clause by which the land retur- 
ned to the owner without indem- 
nification when through any type 



of difficulty, like phylloxera for 
example, the farmer wa< unable 
to deliver a certain proportion of 
the crop. Innumerable farmers 
were driven from their farms by 
laws such as this. Frequently as 
much as half the harvest had to 
be delivered to the landowner. 

The principal abuse was there- 
fore wiped out with the abolition 
of the absentee landowner. Since 
July 18th the land has belonged 
to the man who works It. 

Because there existed few great 
landlords the problem of expro- 
priation had little importance in 
Catalonia. According to the de- 
cree of the Republican Governm- 
ent only those landlords who took 
direct or indirect part in the fas- 
cist rebellion were expropriated. 
The Popular Front Government 
has given the land to the pea- 
sants. There as far as the pea- 
sants were concerned the revolu- 
tion ended in Catalonia, and now 
the State helps the peasants by 
every means in its power to ob- 
tain the best results of its labour. 
To some extremists this did not 
appear enough, and incited by the 



slogans of the P. O. U. M., which 
is interested in destroying the 
union between the workers and 
peasants, they attempted to carry 
out forced collectivsation. 

The United Socialist Party, the 
Esquerra, Rabassaires Union, the 
Estat CataI4 and the U. G. T. 
are firmly opposed to this. By 



Government decree all forced col- 
lectivisation was rigourously for- 
bidden. There is an agreement 
between the Untted Socialist Par- 
ty. the U. G. T„ the F. A. I. and 
C. N. T., formally confirmed on 
Oct. 21, that the peasant has the 
right to cultivate the earth in a 
family regime and that forced 
collectivisations are inadmissible. 

Why did the Government of Ca- 
talonia take this position? The 
Catalan peasant must work all his 
life for a property and in the end 
possesses the coveted earth, and 
does not wish in any way to lose 
it. This wish is easy to understand. 
Those who took part in the strug- 
gle against the fascist rebellion 
and who are now faithful tte the 
Republic are to be respected. At 
present agriculture must be deve- 
loped for the benefit of the coun- 
try and so that the front may be 
supplied with food. It is unfor- 
tunately not possible to supply It 
with sufficient machinery because 
the factories have to make war 
materials. Complete collectivisa- 
tion would therefore not be easy. 



In the PLAN OF VICTORY the 
PSU and the UGT proposed the 
following to the Government as an 
agricultural policy: 

"A just policy in the country- 
side. A guarantee for the peasants 
to cultivate the land individually 
or collectively as they wish. The 
level of production to be raised 
by means of credits and directed 
to the necessities of the war. The 
transactions to be regulated by co- 
operatives and the organisation of 
outside markets on a basis of 
agreements between the Govern- 
ments of the Generality and the 
Republic.” 

A large number of the peasants 
agree with this policy, as is seen 
by their organisation. More than 
100.000 families are in the Union 
of Rabassaires, the Catalan pea- 
sant party, whose principles are 
in accordance with the PSUC and 
the UGT. Another 60.000 peasants 
are organised in the Federation of 
Land Workers (UGT). 

The experiments in collectivisa- 
tion realised up to now, and chief- 
ly those made In the July days 
of 1936 confirm the policy expo- 
sed above. Up to now the Govern- 
ment has registered 66 collectives. 
This figure does not represent the 
total, but are based on the re- 
plies received, A part of these re- 
present land taken from fascists 
to be cultivated by peasants in 
common. This Initiative of the pea- 
sants must be protected. On the 
ether hand some collectivisations 
have shown themselves incapable 
of lasting and were treated as pre- 
mature attempts. 

A great step forward was ta- 
ken when all farmers were requi- 
red by law to belong to one or 
other of the syndicates and so co- 
me directly under the Ministry of 
Agriculture in the Government. 
These agricultural syndicates 
grant credits authorised by the 
Government, arrange transactions, 
and deal with insurance against 
bad harvests etc. 

To sum up in a single sentence : 
The Republic of the Popular Front 
has opened the road for the land 
workers to a fine and promising 
future. 
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The union of tlir tiro International makes the diplomats sit up. 
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THE BANKERS ATTACK 



THE POPULAR FRONT 



The following time table may 
help comrades to understand the 
causes of the Blum’s Governm- 
ent resignation. 

Ever since the Popular Gov- 
ernment has been in office it has 



been periodically confronted by fi- 
nancial crisis engineered by the 
200 families and the Bank of 
France. These crisis have had 
for object a damaging of the Gov- 
ernment’s credit, the diminishing 
of its income, the creation of gen- 
eral financial difficulties through 
the export of capital, etc. In ord- 
er to combat this, the Blum's Gov- 
ernment had to demand from the 
Chamber of deputies and the 
French senate full powers to in- 
troduce new financial measures. 

On June the 15th there was 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiimiiMiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiimiiii 




the first of a series of exiting de- 
bates on the finance plan. The 
financial Commission of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies listened to Ldon 
Blum’s outline and finally propos- 
ed an amendment limiting the 



sent session or at the latest until 
July 23. This was accepted by 
Prime Minister Blum with the re- 
sult that the of the finance Com- 
mission declared itself in favor of 
granting powers to the Governm- 
ent by majority of 22 to 16. The 
two most important speeches 
were those of Monsieur Auriol 
(Socialist Party Minister of Fi- 
nances) and of L6on Blum. Mon- 
sieur Auriol said that the present 
financial attack followed the same 
lines and came from the same 
quarters as those of 1924, 1926 
and 1935. He declared that rec- 
ently over 50.000 millions of francs 
had gone abroad and he demanded 
powers to defeat this attempt to 
panic people and to put an end 
to tax frauds. The Prime Mini- 
ster declared that the capitalist 
object was to break up the Pop- 
ular Front and to recover on the 
economic and financial field what 
it had lost on the political. He 
said that capital was created by 
the workers and had no right 
to strike against them. The 
debate went on all night until 
the entry of the Communist De- 
puties at 4,50 a. m. who demand- 
ed a suspension of the debate. 
The House was adjourned and at 
6,15 the Communist Party anno- 
unced that it would support the 



Government, which thereupon obt- 
ained a vote of 346 against 247. 

THE CAPITALIST LINE UP 
THEIR FORCES 

The same day (June 16) Com- 
rades Thorez and Duclos of the 
Communist Party had an inter- 
view with Blum. As the latter 
stated that his financial plan 
would mean fresh burden on the 
working class such as increase 
of railway fares, tobacco and po- 
stage, the Communist Party dele- 
gates as well as the C. P. Depu- 
ties expressed their disapproval 
but declared they would not break 
Popular Front. 

That night the Chamber of De- 
puties voted a general resolution 
containing these provisions; the 
Government should maintain the 
franc at the parity fixed by the 
law of the 1st of October 1936 and 
it should avoid governmental con- 
trol of the rate of exchange. It 
should have power to take all ne- 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 




Jacques Duclos, leading Communist, 
deputy in France. 



iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii; mini 

cessary measures to secure public 
finances and to protect savings 
and public credit, without preced- 
ing to obligatory conversions of 
national loans. 

The following practical meas- 
ures were then decided upon: the 
steepening of taxes on incomes 
above 60.000 franc’s broadening of 
tax basis, and increased railway 
fares, wireles less dues, gas and 
electricity prices. Amongst other 



things the Government proposed 
that it would introduce legislation 
to control speculation in banks 
and to repress tax frauds. 

On June 19 the French rejected 
Blum's proposals and by majority 
ordered its own financial Commis- 
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The Chamber oj Deputies. 
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sion to draw up & plan which was 
finally accepted by the Senate 
with a vote of 198 against 82. 

A detailed analysis of the Se- 
nate’s proposals is not possible 
here because of the technicality, 
nevertheless as Blum declared 
they were aimed at a complete 
paralysation of the Popular Front 
Government. On the 21st Blum 
announced the resignation of its 
Government in the Chamber of 
Deputies. 

Monsieur Chautemps was then 
invited to found a new Govern- 
ment and eventually succeded 
giving eleven ministers to radi- 
cals and nine to Socialists. 

WHY DID THE SENATE BRING 
DOWN THE GOVERNMENT? 

The connection between this 
event and the meeting of the two 
Workers International Is so close 
in point of time that the Senate’s 
cpposition is quite clearly the ca- 
pitalist counter-attack to the mo- 
vement towards proletarian soli- 
darity. At the same time vie most 
point out that as result of Blum 
resignation the French Govern- 
ment no longer has a majority d 
ministers controlled by *he Se- 
cond International 
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The Paris Bourse whence attacks on Popular Front are launched. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 



June 18. The Belgian Workers 
Party i Second International) 
blumly rejects meeting with Bel- 
gian Communist Party on Spanish 
issue, and orders socialists to 
withdraw from all existent co-or- 
dination committees. 

June 19 -In the possession of 
a French arms dealer belonging 
to De La Roque’s Fascist Party, 
arrested for arms smuggling, 
were found documents showing 
that a deal was planned involving 
twentytwo tanks, twenty chaser 
planes, 12.000 machine guns, 

20.000 submachine guns and 

200.000 rifles. 

June 22. — Soviet aviators achie- 
ved non-stop flight from Moscow - 
Vancouver by the North Pole. 

June 21 . — De Broukfcre announ- 
ces his forthcoming resignation 
from the direction of the Second 
International. 



June 23. — Barcelona police con- 
tinue arrests of introllables and 
Trotskytes, detaining “tipos’’ who 




Inront reliable 3 keep step with go- 
vernment forces. 



recently tried to assault various 
departments of the Military 
School. 

June 24. Spanish Socialist Par- 
ty and Communist Party make 
fresh appeal to Second and Third 
Internationals for immediate help, 
the same day the Second Inter- 
ne tional and the I. F. T. U., de- 
clare Non-Intervention must be 
brought to an end. 

June 26. The Catalan Govern- 
ment resigns. New Goverment is 
expected to be formed on Monday. 

June 26. -The Spanish Cover- 
rm.nt replies to Eden’s note of the 
16 th.. in effect rejecting Four 
Power Pact’s demands unless ac- 
companied by guarantees on sa- 



fety of Spanish ships ports and 
cities from attack by German and 
Italian warships, and assurances 
that fascist fleets will not conti- 
nue to help Franco. 

June 21. — British and French 
Government announce they will 
continue Control without Germa- 
ny and Itatly. 

June, 27. — The South Wales Mi- 
ners Federation in Congress at 
Cardiff demands a change of po- 
licy towards Spain, in line with 
that recently outlined by the So- 
cialist and Trade Union Internatio- 
nals. The Congress called on the 
U. T. C. for an all union confe- 
rence to mobilise all elements for 
this work. 

June, 27.- In a discourse on his 
so-called Four Years Plan addres- 
sed to 80.000 Assault troops at 
Wurzburg, Hitler said bluntly 
“Germany needs to import iron 
ore. For this reason we desire a 
Nationalist Government in Spain, 
in order that we may acquire Spa- 
nish iron ore”. This statement and 
the general tone of tierce hostili- 
ty to England, was much com- 
mented on by conservative news- 
paper in London. 

June 28. — It is understood in 
well informed political circles that 
De Brouckere’s And Adler’s resi- 
gnation from the Second Interna- 
tional was due to Labour Party 
and Delgian Sosialist condemna- 
tion of the unity proposals bet- 
ween the two Internationals. 

June, 28. -The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Second International 
refuses to accept the resignation 
of De Brouckfcre, president; Ad- 
ler, secretary and Rousdrofk, who 
have been severely criticised by 
the British I>abor Party and the 
Belgian Socialist Party for agree- 
ing to meet the 3d International. 

The Executive Committee said 
that their resignation would com- 
promise the success of actions be 
taken. 

June, 28. — The Danish Govern- 
ment has prohibited the building 
of two ships intended for war use 
w'hich the Spanish rebels had 



commissioned from a Danish ship- 
builder. Franco loses his deposit. 

June, 28. — Pierre Cot, French 
Minister of air has sent the fo- 
llowing telegram to the Soviet Go- 
vernment : 

“I beg you to give my warm 




l.nuis /)*• lirmtckcrc. 



congratulations to the aviatory 
Chekaloff, Baidukoff arvl Belia- 
koff for their admirable Moscow- 
Vancouver flight, which has de- 
monstrated the high quality of the 
material employed and the mas- 
terly skill of the crew' which has 
carried out the flight.’’ No doubt 
other Governments, less friendly to 
the Soviet Union have noticed the 
“high quality of the material and 
masterly skill”. 

June. 28. At half past nine at 
night was published a list of new' 
ministers of the Catalan Govern- 
ment. It is as follows: 

Primer minister , Luis Companys 
(President of the Catalan Repu- 
blic). 

Commerce and Treasury , Juan 
Taradcllas, Esquerra (Cat alan 
Left). 

Home office and Dept, of State. 
Antonio Maria Sbert, Esquerra. 

Culture, Pi i Suner, Esquerra 
(Mayor of Barcelona). 

Hralth , Vidal. C. N. T. 



Public Services , Garcia Oliver, 
C. N. T. (Formerly Minister in the 
Largo Caballero Govt.) 

Economy , Jose Izglea, C. N. T. 

Supplies, Miguel Serra Paniel, 
United Socialist Party (Affiliated 
3d International). 

Justice, Rafael Vidiella, United 
Socialist Party. 

Labour and Public Works, Juan 
Comorera, United Socialist Party 
(of which he is tha leader). 

Agriculture, Jose Calvet, Rabas- 
saires Union. 

Minister without portfolio, Pe- 
dro Bosh Gimpera, Indepentent. 

It is noteworthy that the C. N. 
T. is thus co-operating in a go- 
vernment similar to the Valencia 
Govt., also that the United Socia- 
list Party members, are now en- 
tering as such, whereas before 
they were called U. G. T. mem- 
bers. The Economic posts are dis- 
tributed, one to the Esquerra, one 
to the Rabassaires (Share-crop- 
pers), which accept the United So- 
cialist Party policy for the land, 
and one to the C. N. T. Note al- 
so that the Ministry of War has 
been abolished, this Department 
coming under the Valencia Go- 
vernment. 
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Munitions for the «New Artillery» 



Propaganda in the enemy's 
ranks is being intensified daily 
thanks to good work on the part 
of comrades. The number of wor- 
kers in the fascits army who ha- 
ve already passed over to our li- 
nes is already to be numbered in 
thousands. 

The victory of Guadalajara was 
the occasion of a mass influx into 
our ranks of Italian workers and 
this experience has already bor- 
ne its fruits. The knowledge of 
their work acquired by the Gari- 
baldi Battalion has been of servi- 
ce to the comrades of other bri- 
gades. 

The possibilities of work among 
the enemy are greater today than 
ever, not qnly we have made se- 
rious breaches in the fascist "pro- 
paganda front" but also because 
considerable demoralization exists 
on their side. The fact that the 
heroic forces of Bilbao were not 
able any longer to maintain their 
resistance to the Italian and Ger- 
man hordes with their massed 
tanks and aeroplanes and their 
overwhelming mechanical force as 
well as to the hardships caused 
by the blockade, does not alter the 
fact that we are at present pre- 
paring a victorious offensive. It is 
clear that in such conditions our 
chances of persuading enemy sol- 
diers to pass over to our ranks 
are very much greater. 

SERIOUS THOUGHT MUST BE 
GIVEN TO THIS WORK 

It is not sufficient merely to 
provide oneself with a loudspea- 
ker, however modem ,and make 
any sort of noise, nor to rain lea- 
flets on the enemy's heads. It ip 
neccessary to know to whom one 
is speaking. Effort must be made 
to know what language they 
speak, whether they are workers 
or peasants, national characteris- 
tics and conditions, both political 
and social. It is neccessary to ob- 
serve their habits and how their 
day is employed, and every detail 
which may indicate the state of 
morale among them. Above all it 
is necessary not to shout insults 
at the enemy, even under provo- 
cation. 

The content and text of the 
leaflet should be the work, not on- 
ly of the Propaganda Commission 



and the Political Commissar but 
of the whole of the comrades. 
Each one should make bis contri- 
bution, however small it may be. 
We must remember that along a 
front hundreds of miles long the- 
re are before us many fascist sol- 
diers whose constant thought is 
how to escape. If our words are 
sensitive enough to touch their 
most intimate thoughts, if through 



our words they recognize us as 
class brothers, our propaganda 
may give Just that impulse which 
will make them decide to escape. 
The immediate danger of flight 
will seem less that that of remai- 
ning with an army which is head- 
ing for defeat. 

CAKE IN THE EXECUTION OF 
PROPAGANDA WORK 

It is neccessary also to take 
care of the technical aspects of 



this work. The most persuasive 
words have no effect if they are 
heard imperfectly, the most ca- 
refully written argument loses 
weight if the leaflet is poorly pro- 
duced. We must not be content, in 
this modem war, with primitive 
equipment. 

In the technical field we alrea- 
dy possess a certain number of 
loudspeakers, but it is neccessary 



to bring all our means to perfec- 
tion. The same thing applies to 
written propaganda. Soldiers ha- 
ve already passed over to us car- 
rying one of our leaflets hidden 
beneath his clothes, sometimes 
indeed, wrapped around a religious 
emblem slung from the neck. Eve- 
ry possible means such as strong 
wind etc. must be utilised to dis- 
tribute these leaflets to the ene- 
my. 

But the most important is that 
the work be properly organised 



and persistently carried out. PO- 
LITICAL COMMISSARS MUST 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS 
ONE OF THEIR MOST ESSEN- 
TIAL DUTIES. 

THE MORAL EFFECTS OF 
THIS WORK 

The better we do this during 
the preparatory period the more 
easy and effective the offensive 
will become. And victory will be 
correspondingly quicker and grea- 
ter. 

In many military unities com- 
manders, commissars and men ali- 
ke have opened subscriptions for 
the purchase of loudspeakers and 
other technical apparatus. Gene- 
ral Miaja for instance, has given 

5.000 pesetas. Funds are being 
collected by trade unions, politi- 
cal parties and popular organiza- 
tions throughout Loyal Spain. We 
do not doubt that the comrades of 
our International Brigades will 
also help. 

Comrades are Invited to write 
in concerning their experiences in 
this work, not only in the prepara- 
tion and delivery of propaganda 
but on technical matters also, for 
publication in the VOLUNTEER. 

To the job then comrades. This 
“New Artillery” is one of the best 
pieces of armament in the People's 
Army. 

llltlillllllllllllllllllllillllllllllilllllllllltlllllllllllllllllHIII 
THE SOVIET UNION LOOKS 
TOWARDS BIGGER AND BET- 
TER CHICKEN DINNERS 

The poultry Industry, an Impor- 
tant branch of livestock economy 
will almost quadruple Its number 
of breeding bens by 1942, accord- 
ing to figures obtained at the 
central office of the poultry de- 
partment of the RSFSR About 

13.800.000 breeders on the nearly 

23.000 poultry collective farms 
will help supply Soviet tables 
with chickens and egga 

The plan calls for an increase 
of 47,5 million hatching eggs, 
raising the total number of eggs 
for hatching purposes to 80.000.000 
by 1942. 

Further more, the 345 incuba- 
tor stations with incubators ha- 
ving a total capacity of 16 million 
eggs will be more than doubled 
by the end of the Third Five- 
Year Plan. 
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The knowledge of (heir work acquired by the Garibaldi Battalion ha* been of aerrice to 
tlta comrade* of other brigade*, 
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TELEGRAM SENT TO THE UNITED 
STATES BY THE AMERICAN COMRADES 



The Abraham Lincoln, George Washington and Patrick Henry Bat- 
talions, the John Broun artillery battery and the American transport 

and mechanical squadrons to the people of the United States. 

Independence day 1937. 

We, Americans in Spain fighting for the preservation of world 
democracy, are proud to celebrate today the national festival of our 
American ideals on Spanish soil. 

It was necessary for us to come here because governments have 
not done their duty to a great people, to whom American civilization 
owes much. The bounden duty of all governments, above all those ani- 
mated by democratic ideals, was to grant to the Spanish Government 
its rights and thereby to have struck a decisive blow for Democracy. 
We, Americans in the International Brigades, know we have struck that 
blow. Many of our comrades have fallen. Many lie silent on these bat- 
tlefields of Spain. We know that had all the democratic governments 
of the world done their duty, our comrades need not have died. Yet 
in their hearts, as in the heart of every true American, the rich blood 
of liberty flout'd, giving life to their being. For this they came here*. 

On this July 4th we declare that we have sought not only to do our 
share to redress the omission of governments, hut to defeat the purposes 
of those tyrants, alien to the Spanish race, who would enslave a free 
people. As La Fayette, citizen of France, urged by impulses which all 
American democrats will honor today, sailed from his own land and 
offered himself to the glorious founder of American Independence, 
Washington, so we have offered ourselves to the Spanish Government. 
Like La Fayette and his splendid company, we have been accepted with 
gratitude by the Spanish People. As La Fayette was given officer 's 
rank by Washington so also our Commanders derive their authority 
from the President of the Spanish Republic. As La Fayette pursued 



no private ends neither do we. As he sought only to aid the Ame- 
rican People in their straggle against a foreing despotism so do we. 
And when the Spanish People have driven out the fascist invader we 
shall return to the land we love. 

Fellow Americans, the first Battle of American Liberty was struck 
at Bunker Hill. It was a decisive battle. We cf the Lincoln Battalion 
are proud that we have taken part in the glorious defense of Madrid, 
a defense that has thrilled all lovers of liberty throughout the world. 
We are proud because we know that the battles in which we have 
taken a part were decisive, that we have therefore sealed the most 
sacred of human bonds between the American and Spanish People. 
Upon a hill of the Jarama Front, among the vineyards and olive fields 
of Spain, many of our comrades will lie after we have gone from here. 
Upon this Fourth of July we mourn them, proudly, finding courage 
in their brave example. People of the United States to your feet in 
honor of our dead! of > our dead at the gates of Madrid! 

And remembering them, the Americans in Spain ask you to be on 
guard against the forces of fascism at present plotting against Ame- 
rican Standards in our homeland. We read with joy of the great sweep 
of trade unioin organization among the workers of America. We greet 
the tremendous movement of progressive thought and action develop- 
ing in the States. Let no reaetionnaries destroy sur nation's hope 
of progress towards a better and juster society. Let us unite in our 
efforts to preserve democracy in Spain, in America and throughout 
the world. 

Long live American and Spanish democracy ! 

Long live American and Spanish Independence! 

Long live the Abraham Lincoln Battalion! 

Long live the Peoples Front in all lands! 



WHAT IS BEHIND THE GERMAN INTERVENTION? 
SOME REVEALING FIGURES 

, , The German Government needs an- 

spain produces annually: .. m ... . . 

• * nually for armament (imports): 





Tons. 

1 29.000 


Tons. 

127.000 




80.000 


225.000 




381.000 


325.000 




1.600.000 


987.000 


Iron mineral 


JOO.OOO 


8.264.000 



If to these figures we add the zinc of Vigo, the potash of Catalonia, 
the mercury of Almad6n, Hitler's true motives are clear. 



A FEW IMPORTANT THINGS ABOUT THE MAIL 

We have given instruction as to how to use the mails both for the 
purpose of improving the service and also to keep our mail from be- 
coming a source of information for the enemy. 

We must insist on two chief points of extreme importance: 

1" Have your correspondents address your mail according to ins- 
tructions given you by the mail service. 

2” Several comrades insist, in spite of several warnings to send 
informations of military character, while others have the Irresponsible 
‘endency to describe in detail how they arrived in Spain. 

If the comrades would give a little thought to the effect that such 
: orrespondencc might have they would write about ot ther things. 



AUTO LABOR GOING AHEAD FULL 
STEAM 

DETROIT. — Labor in auto is 
just getting started in its forward 
march. It’s going ahead full 
steam on a half dozen different 
fronts. 

"General strike in Lansing. A 
mass protest demonstration of 75,- 
000 marching workers in Flint. 

Rent strike of 15,000 still going 
strong in Pontiac. A mass prfo- 
test demonstration at Henry 
Ford’s front door in Dearborn. A 
mass movement against high rents 
launched In Detroit. National 
conference to present new de- 
mands to the huge General Mo- 
tors Corporation at the expiration 
of the present agreement on Aug. 
llth. Two great plants of the 
Ternstedt division of General Mo- 
tors shut down with a sit-down 
strike of 13,000 workers, mostly 
women. A half dozen strikes in 



smaller plants. .And now a con- 
certed movement by the I'AW, 
the AFL and all progressive mo- 
vements to put labor in the city 
hall In the coming city elections. 




DIANA (U. G. T.).— Larra, 6. Madrid 
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TOWARDS UNITED ACTION 



Maurice Thorez, Secretary of 
the French Communist Party baa 
received from Comrade Dimitrof, 
Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist Interna- 
tional, the following telegram, da- 
ted the 26th to be transmitted to 
the representative of the Second 
International and to the Trade 
Union International. 

"During the interview which 
took place on the 2 1st of June at 
Annemasse between the delega- 
tion of the Communist Internatio- 
nal and of the Socialist Internatio- 
nal, both groups have unanimously 
recognized that now more than 
ever, action in favor of Spain 
should be developed in common 
agreement whenever it may be 
possible, by all possible means and 
without useless friction. Both de- 
legations also recognized that it 
was neccessary to hold another 
meeting as soon as possible in or- 
der to study concrete measures of 
moral and material aid for the 
Spanish people. The taking of Bil- 
bao by the armed forces of the 
German and Italian agresrors, as 
well as the threat of new agres- 
sions on the part of the fascist 
provocateur, imperatively demands 
the speeding up of the carrying 
out of joint action by the interna- 
tional working class organiza- 
tions. 

The existence of different opi- 
nions within the Directorship of 
the Second International, as well 
as the announcement of the resig- 
nation of its President and Secre- 
tary, in our Judgement should not 
prevent the international organi- 
zations of the proletariat working 
by common agreement in an histo- 



rical moment of such gravity, in 
which Is concerned the liberty of 
the Spanish people and the main- 
tenance of world peace. And the 
more so when we know that at 
the joint meeting of the Socialist 
International and the Trade Union 
International of the 26th of June 
the proposal of the Spanish com- 
rades was accepted without re- 
serve. 

The Executive Committee of 
the Communist International in'- 
tructs its delegation to present, for 
common examination in the joint 
meeting of the Socialist and Trade 
Union Internationals, in the course 
of their interview with the dele- 
gates (of the C. I.) the following 
concrete proposals: 

FIRST. That the international 
workers’ organizations address 




Comrade Antonio Mlje call, for uni- 
fication of Socialist and Communist 
Parties. 



themselves simultaneously to the 
Parliaments and Governments of 
all non-fascist States; above all to 
the Governments of England, 
France, the United States and the 
Soviet Union, asking them that 
they Jointly take urgent measures 
for the immediate withdrawal of 
the armed interventionist forces of 
Germany and Italy in Spain, for 
the lifting of the blockade of Re- 
publican Spain and the recogni- 
tion of the international rights of 
the Spanish Government 

SECOND. That the internatio- 
nal working class organizations at 
the same time address themselves 
to the League of Nations to de- 
mand the fulfilment of the Lea- 
gue of Nations Pact against the 
fascist agressors who have attack- 
ed Republican Spain. 

THIRD. That the international 
working class organizations ad- 
dress themselves to the workers 
of all countries, exhorting them to 
do all in their power to prevent 
new agressions of the interven- 
tionists in order to achieve the 
most rapid end possible to the cri- 
minal war against the Spanish 
People. 

The Communist International 
Delegation is also charged to exa- 
mine whatever proposals may be 
put forward by the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals with 
a view to joint and co-ordinated 
actions of the international wor- 
kens’ organizations for the defen- 
ce of the Spanish people. 

In the name of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist In- 
ternational 

DIMITROF 
General Secretary." 



This telegram has been sent by 
Comrade Thorez to the represen- 
tative of the Socialist and Trade 
Unions Internationals, has also 
been sent to Ramdn Lamoneda, 
Secretary of the Spanish Socia- 
list Party, to Jos4 Diaz, Secreta- 
ry of the Spanish Comunist Par- 
ty, and to Felipe Pretel, Secreta- 
ry of the U. G. T. 



Madrid, The Grave Of 
Fascism 

Eight months have passed since 
the Fascists were halted at the 
gates of Madrid. During those 
months the people of Madrid have 
become all too familiar with Fa- 
scist planes and artillery. They 
have learned the meaning of Fa- 
ecist “totalitarian" war — the 
indiscriminate murder of women 
and children. They have taught 
the world a lesson of heroism and 
hope. 

The Army of the Centre which 
held back the Fascists at Las Ro- 
zas, Jarama and Guadalajara, the 
Army which made the words "No 
pasarfin" a heroic reality, has la- 
unched the offensive, broken the 
enemy front, and has held and 
improved its positions against a 
fierce counter-attack. 

The taking of Brunete, Villa- 
nueva de la Cafiada end other 
important positions is a turning 
point. If the offensive continues 
in the present circumstances the 
Fascists will not be able to rem- 
ain in front of Madrid, and the 
day may be very near when Itali- 
an and German shells will have 
fallen in the city for the last time. 

(Continued on page A) 
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THE FOURTH IN MADRID 



Anna Louise Strong, the well 
known author of books on the So- 
viet Union and recently of one on 
Spain, and Francis Gorman visi- 
ted the office of the “VOLUN- 
TEER” on July 4th. Their grea- 
test desire was to spend the 
Fourth with the comrades in the 
lines. Military reasons made it 
Impossible. Francis Gorman, who 
attended the reception meeting of 
the Unified Socialist Youth of 
Madrid in honor of the Commu- 
nist and Socialist International 
Youth Delegations to Spain, left 
a message we print here, to be 
delivered to the American Con- 
tingent “wherrever they are”. 

Anna Louise Strong spoke over 
the Government Station E. A. R. 
to the United States. 

We give here below some 
exerpts of her speech. 

A few miles out of Madrid at 
the base which supplies transport 
to the forces around the city, se- 
veral scores of American truck- 
drivers and mechanics began the 
celebration with a breakfast of 
ham and eggs. Ham... and eggs' I 
assure you that's a celebration in 
Madrid. Perhaps you will read of 
it in the Times tomorrow, for 
correspondents were there as 
guests. Later there was ice-cream 
and pop, and a speech on the mea- 
ning of Independence Day. Still 
later a base-bal! game. But right 
In the middle of the game, with 
two men on bases and third at 
bat, the order came to ROLL ... 
To get out the trucks for duty... 
So the base-ball game stopped 
while they did their bit in the war 
for Independence. . . 

... In a village near Albacete 
several hundred Americans in 
training camp... I saw them ce- 
lebrate last night... How they 
sang "Old Man River” and dozens 
of American songs mixed in with 
the Spanish "No Pasarin". Nearly 
a thousand Americans in the ol- 
der battalions- the famous Lin- 
coln, four months unrelieved in 
the front lines, and recently gi- 
ven a rest: and the newer George 
Washington. . , These celebrated 
more seriously, moving steadily up 
to face the foe. Seventy Americans 
in medical units, field hospitals, 
base hospitals... 

...All of them know the mea- 
ning of Independence Day... They 
believe they know it better than 
the American Government knows 
It. 

... Let me give you glimpses of 



a few of these Americans in Spain. 
First a truck driver. Down in Ali- 
cante. He had a free Sunday, and 
it came during harvest, when 
hundreds of Spanish city people 
were volunteering their Sundays 
to help get in the crops. It is a 



bumper crop this year and the 
country-side is short handed, be- 
cause so many farmer boys have 
gone to fight the invaders... so 
this American truck driver volun- 
teered himself and the truck to 
carry workers of Alicante to the 
harvest fields. 

Up, up they went, over the 
rough mountain roads for a cou- 
ple of hours. "Till at last we ca- 
me", he said, “to what seemed the 
rim of the world, and we came 
over the rim and there was a val- 
ley rurrounded by mountains and 
in the valley seven villages. We 
dropped down to see one of them 
and the city folks organized in 
groups, with one old peasant to 
show each group. We cleaned up 
that field faster than it has ever 
been done before. Then at five o’ 
clock we all stopped and went to 
a nearby village for a celebration. 
There they showed us a big reser- 
voir wich they were celebrating, 
newly built... It gave the valley 
better irrigation than they had 
ever had before. They had built it 
this year, right in war time:., be- 
cause now the people have the 



right to the land, and no land- 
lords can prevent putting through 
useful irrigation works. In spite 
of the drain of war these peasants 
are better off than before! 

... Wat are the chances of this 
battle. Let me mention a few 



things I note as I return after six 
months absence. I expected to 
find Spain exausted by a year of 
warfare. I find instead that it is 
fuller of energy than a year ago. 
The Spaniards tell you they have 
just begun to fight: they are just 
getting properly prepared. And 
this is true... Six months ago they 
were confident of ultimate victory. 
Now they are more supremely con- 
fident. They are preparing for a 
war as long as may be needed to 
drive out all enemy invaders and 
their Spanish tools. 

Economically the land is stron- 
ger also. Factories are working 
better, war supplies pour forth as 
they never did before... The farm- 
ing of the country has increased 
its sown area by seven per cent 
and is reaping a bumper crop. The 
irrigation reservoir I mentioned 
is only one sample of public im- 
provements being made right dur- 
ing the war... Education also is 
forging ahead even in war time, 
with 190 million pesetas more in 
this year's school budget than in 
last year. 

... Something remarkable has 



happened which the fascists did 
not foresee and wMch even the 
democratic countries do not yet 
appreciate... It is this. Hitler and 
Mussolini’s tactics of sending ever 
increasing lots of fascist help, 
first war equipment, and later 
troops, has defeated its own end. 
.Every wave of invading Italians 
caused an answering wave of 
Spanish volunteers to fight them. 
The painful goad of neccessity 
compelled the Spanish people to 
build a new army and then to 
improve it and keep on improving. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

June 29. — At the last French 
partiail elections which took place 
Sunday, June 27, the Popular 
Front ballot won in every place, 
the Communist Party showing 
decided increase in votes obtained. 
* 

June 30.— English newspaper 
men in Naples, were informed 
that they would no longer be al- 
lowed to visit the port. 

According to fascist authorities, 
English reporters have been sen- 
ding “lies” concerning the sailing 
of troops and shipping of war ma- 
terials to Spain. 

It is undoubtedly to avoid re- 
currence of such lies that they 
have been prohibited the approach 
to the true source of informa- 
tion. 

* 

July 1. — Operating from the Ri- 
ver share, Japanese artillery sunk 
a Soviet gun boat on the River 
Amur, off the island of Senuffa. 
Immediately after the “incident" 
the Japanese Ambassador visited 
Comrade Litvinof, to express the 
opinion that it was the view of 
the Japanese government that the 
river Amur, including the islands, 
was the frontier between the 
U. S. S. R. and Manchukuo. 

The coincidence of the “inci- 
dent" with the latest developments 
in European diplomacy around the 
question of “Non intervention" is 
quite transparent, 

July 2. — U. S. Ambassador to 
Moscow, Joseph Davis, visited the 
Japanese Ambassador Shigemitsu 
and expressed his personal wish 
that the incident would remain 
localised and without further con- 
sequences. 

Soviet authorities state that the 
U. S. S. R. boats which were at 
the scene of the sinking are not 
gun boats, but small cutters ar- 
med only with machine guns and 
small calibre artillery. 




American Comrades In the reading room of the 1 A Regiment de Train. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

(Continued^ 



Madrid, the grave of fascism 

(Cuntt'nucd from p»£e or.r ) 

The fight has been a hard one. 
The Fascists, as well as ourselv- 
es, realise how much is at stake 
and have resisted and counter- 
attacked desperately. Our soldi- 
ers have had to fight against the 
rebel shock-troops, and have tak- 
en positions which the enemy had 
fortified for months. 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF VIC- 
TORY 

Use successes we have gained 
have only been possible because 
of the courage and morale of cur 
soldiers. Some of our best com- 
rades have fallen. The road our 
Army is travelling today is a 
difficult one, but it leads to great 
victories. 

It is not an exaggeration to say 



that these few days may decide 
the future happiness of millions 
of people. But we can await the 
outcome with confidence. 

The militia of the early days 
saved Spain. Now our new Peop- 
le’s Army has proved that it can 
successfully undertake a large sca- 
le offensive. Our aviation, artil- 
lery and tanks have proved tlitir 
worth. Our war material, the 
fighting spirit of our soldiers, the 
successful work cf the Commis- 
sars, the ability of our military 
leaders, the Intensification of work 
in the fields and factories, the 
growing unity behind the lines, 
the successes already gained by 
the Armies of Aragon and the 
South, and the possibilities which 
the Madrid offensive has given 
them — all these factors are the 
foundations of our victory. 

With our People’s Army, a go- 
vernment which is proving that 
it can lead us to success, and the 
strengthening of the unity of all 
Anti-Fascists in Spain, the way is 
being opened to the final decisive 
battles which will drive out the 
invader and inflict a smashing 
defeat on world Fascism. 



Thanks to Soviet diplomacy, 
wich refuses to accept provoca- 
tion, an incident quite evidently 
meant to create a major diploma- 
tic disturbance, and perhaps war, 
ended in a complete victory for 
the Soviet Union. Coming at r mo- 
ment of tension such as this, and 
on the hee’s of a recrudescence of 
provocations by Germany and Ita- 
ly, this victory is of importance 
that cannot be exagerated. 

* 

Lisbon 5. — According to the di- 
rector of the Portuguese Radio 
Club in a radio speech to the na- 
tion, the Italo-German policy in 
Spain is not in agreement with 



Franco’s view. Their assertiveners 
and large scale invasion has hurt 
the cause of Franco before what 
is now fascist Spain and the rest 
of Europe. 

July 5. — The fascist pirate crui- 
ser ’’Almirante Cervera" seized 
the French Steamship Company’s 
freighter “Tregastel" off the San- 
tander Coast. 

The French coast guard boat 
“Vauquois’’ which had left imme- 
diately upon receiving the infor- 
mation for Santander returned to 
San Juan de Luz, after carrying 
out the order to scour the coast 
for the "Tregastel”, with the in- 
formation that the freighter was 
taken under guard of a rebel pi- 
rate ship into Bilbao harbor. 

July 5. -The paper “L’Ami du 
Peuple” in an article commenting 
the seizure of the “Tregastel" sta- 
tes: The probabilities of peace de- 
pend on the energetic conduct of 
Paris and London. 

“L’Humanito" says: For France 
tc tolerate piratical actions by the 
rebels and their allies would be a 
monstrosity. 

The "Tregastel” was en route 
to Santander to take on refugees 



and had on boaird observers of the 
Control Commission. 

Paris 5. — “Le Temps”, French 
conservative paper, in an article 
entitled “An- appeal to Reason" 
demands that both England and 
France demand the inviolabilty 
cf the territorial rights of Spain 
and that Spain’s interests in the 
Mediterranean be respected. 

July 3. — The Manchukuo Soviet 
border incident is closed, with the 
exception of the request to Japan 
by Comrade Litvinof, for a pay- 
ment of an indemnity for the los- 
ses suffered. 



Martial Law Closes 
Plant in Johnstown 

Harrisburg, RA. — Gov. George 
H. Earle announced tonight that 
solution of the Eethlehem Steel 
Corporation strike problem in 
Johnstown has been placed in the 
hands of President Roosevelt’s 
steel mediation board. Earle an- 
nounced also that martial 1 »w in 
Johnstown will not be lifted to- 
night or tomorrow although the 
steel corporation has complied 
with the Governor’s orders to clo- 
se it3 huge struck Cambria plant. 



Bus Strike Ends With 
Five More Arrests 

The strike of Liverpool busmen, 
which began on Saturday last 
against the speeding-up of time 



schedules, ended this morning 
following a mass meeting of stri- 
kers which lasted for four hours. 

Through their strike committee 
the men were informed that ne- 
gotiations would he opened on the 
men’s complaints immediately a 
resumption of work took place. 
On this understanding the strikers 
voted by 188 to 116 in favour of 
a return to work today. 

It is reported that while the 
Ribble Motor Company is prepa- 
red to reinstate the strikers it is 
intended to fine each man 5s. for 
alleged breach of contract. 

If this attitude is persisted in 
it will indicate that the company 
is approaching the question of ne- 
gotiations in a very bad spirit and 
its actions will intensify bitter- 
ness not only among the Liver- 
pool men, but at all centres of 
the Ribbles Services. 



Children Make 
Archeological Find 

A group of children playing in 
the yard of the school at Pyat- 
nitsky village, near Tula, while 
digging in the ground discovered 
an iron gun weighing 70 kg. The 
gun dates from the beginning of 
the 17th century and it is presu- 
med that it was captured from 
the Muscovite Tsar Vasili Shuisky 
by insurgent peasants and Cos- 
sacks. The find was turned over 
to the Tula Museum. 




Comrades Jamcn Ford. Bob Minor, imd llolpb with the bnvs oi ilic 
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A BUMPER CROP FOR 1937 



Over 7,500 tons of seed 110 mil- 
lions of pesetas, all kinds of tech- 
nical help and advice, along with 
favorable weather are produc- 
ing this year a bumper crop for 
Loyalist Spain. 

The work of the Minister of 
Agriculture in helping the Span- 
ish peasantry has been remarka- 
ble, and has succeded in offsetting 
quite completely whatever harm 
forced collectivisation, “expropia- 
tion" and pro- fascist propaganda 
tried to accomplish. 

In a country like Spain, where 
agriculture was left for centuries 
very much to the mercy of the 
weather, of God and of the large 
land-owners, to see the govern- 
ment actively helping and even 
stimulating better ways in agri- 
culture is something which has 
found immediate response among 
the workers in the fields. 

Speaking on the subject of col- 
lectivisation in agriculture, Vin- 
cente Uribe, Minister for Agri- 
culture recently said: “War must 
be won on all fronts, and since 
we have not won it as yet, it is 
premature to attempt dangerous 
experiments. Until now we had 
to face violence and oppression 
by elements which we must call 
"Incontrollables’’. These elements 
were not numerous, but they 
roamed through the countryside 
robbing the peasants. 

“The Communist Party, which 
X represent in the Cabinet, told 
the peasants that they had a right 
to their crop and advised the pea- 
sants to resist the forced seizure 



3 Taxi Firms Agree 
To Poll On Union 

NEW YORK.- Another victory 
was won by the Transport Wor- 
kers Union, CIO, when represen- 
tatives of three taxi fleets agreed 
to an election among their 10,000 
workers for a collective bargai- 
ning agency. The understanding 
was reached after a short hea- 
ring before the City Industrial Re- 
lation Board. 

The Sunshine-Radio System, 
Inc., employing approximately 
6,000 men, was represented by Ot- 
to Gutfreund. The Atlas and Li- 
berty Fleets, with a total of 4,0C0 
men were represented by A. Ro- 
senblatt and Bernard L. Gold. The 
latter fleets are in one association 
and for the purpose of the elec- 
tion will be considered one orga- 
nization. 



by any means found convenient. 
The advice of the Communist Par- 
ty and the active help supplied 
to the peasants gave them new 
courage for work, and the result 
is a full and unusual crop.” 



6.500 Strike in An- 
thracite 

TAMAQUA. Pa.— About 6.500 
anthracite miners went on strike 
again today in the Panther Creek 
region in protest against pay cuts 
of "consideration miners”. 

The consideration miners, sup- 
ported by the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, contended that 
their pay was being cut for one 
hour a day’s work and as a result 
they were receiving no benefit 
under the new seven bour shift. 

Consideration miners are those 
paid by the hour instead of by 
production, and work in less de- 
sirable parts of the diggings. 



700 Kids March on 
Picket Line 

Indian Harbor, Ind. — The chil- 
dren’s picket line in the steel stri- 
ke was a huge succes on Satur- 
day, with between 700 and 800 
youngsters on the line, singing 
and shouting before the gates of 
Inland Steel first, and Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube later on. 

In between, the children 
marohed through two miles of the 
city’s streets, letting John Q. Pu- 
blic know there was a steel strike 
on, anil they were with the stri- 
kers. 



Metro Workers Are 
Active in Amateur 
Art Circles 

Learning to play as well as to 
work, 2.000 subway builders are 
now members of amateur art cir- 
cles maintained at subway shafts, 
according to Y. Teltelbaum, di- 
rector of amateur art activities 
for Metrostroi (Metro Constric- 
tion Trust). 

Leading in this sphere of cul- 
tural activity is Shaft No. 75, lo- 
cated on Ploshchad Mayakovsko- 
vo, whose song ensemble, Ukrain- 
ian chorus and brass band hold 
an eminent place in Metrostroi's 
rosier of able entertainers. 

A self-taught- chorus and or- 
chestra that have won deserved 
praise at public appearances are 
those of Shaft No. 61 on lower 
Ulitsa Gorkovo. No paid instruc- 
tors are engaged to direct these 
groups. 



Tenants Flock into De- 
troit Renters Group 

DETROIT, Mich. — More than 
5,000 applications for membership 
have been received in a few we- 
eks by the Renters and Consu- 
mers League. It has been repor- 
United Auto Workers’ Union. 

Furay is chairman of the organ- 
ization, wich is sponsored by the 
United Auto Workers Union. 

Hundreds of letters are being 
received at the newly-opened of- 
fices of the organization from 
victims of landlord racketeers who 
are taking advantage of an acute 
housing shortage by raising rents 
without limit. 



London Dockers Re- 
turn To Work 

Yesterday the dock strike here 
for 16s. a day extended to the 
whole of the docks. Over 7,000 
dockers were out by midday and 
all work was brought to a stand- 
still. 

The extension of the strike 
was effected by mass deputa- 
tions of those already on stri- 
ke to the different docks in 
the area. 

At a mass meeting held last 
night the dockers decided to re- 
turn to work pending the outco- 
me of the National negotiations 
on the same claim which opened 
in London today. 

All through the day both em- 
ployers and trade union officials 
made strenuous efforts to secure 
a return to work. The employers 
were particularly anxious to dis- 
charge the perishable cargoes on 
some of the boats and to clear 
liners which were held up by the 
dispute. 

A joint statement issued early 
in the morning, confirming the 
declaration- made yesterday that 
the dispute was unofficial and ur- 
ging the men to return, had no 
effect. 



500 million rubles For 
Art Theater, Music 

More than 500 million rubles 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction, 
organization and upkeep of or- 
chestras and choruses, expenditu- 
res on art schools, and so on. 

The U. R. S. S. will have 813 
theaters by Jan. 1, 1938, as against 
775 at the beginning of this year. 
Large theaters are to be opened 
in Novosibirsk, Smolensk, Ivano- 
vo and Kirov, while the new pre- 
mises for the Meyerhold Theater 
in Moscow will be completed. A 
new drama theater is to be built 
im Leningrad. 

The number of cinemas in the 
Soviet Union will be increased du- 
ring the current year by 3,000, 
bringing the total to 30,000. At 
present there is not a single dis- 
trict in the Soviet Union which 
has not its own permadent or tra- 
veling cinema. Seventy-five new 
as well as 15 childrens' and 
10 popular scientific films, will be 
released this year. 




